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Welcome to another edition of {uest. Circulation is rising and, if the trend
continues, it will be possible to improve the production.

May I draw atiention to the notices of the second Annual Exhibition to be held
in Thornbury and the Conference in Kingswood organised jointly with the Avon
Archaeological Council. There has been a very good response from Local

Bocieties to the request for exhibition material and if the Exhibition is

as enthusiastically advertised and supported, theTe should be no great difficulty
in achieving the target of 1000 admisgions. The subjecis to be covered by the
Conference speakers should be of immediate interest o most society members and
it is hoped that the ALHAs first venture of this kind will be well attended.

May particular thanks to Fred Rapsey for continuing his series of articles on
heraldry. He is the editors ideal contributor - his copy arrives as soon as the
previous edition is out!

In my last editorial I hinted at the differences in outlook between the amateur
end the professional jn local history. All to often the awateur feels 'used'
by the professional and the professional is infuriated by the shortcomings of
the arateur. Ideally the right balance needs to be struck whereby the skills are
digseninated and the enthusiasm and interest properly utilised and satisfied,
Few local societies ars fortunate enough to have a local expert and it is hoped
that the expertise can be provided through the County organisation.
SUE BARHANCE,

B L s R Ry ettt
The Editor will welcome details of forthcoming events, news of socieites, articles
and comments. Communications should be addressed to Mrs. Sue Barrance, 120,
Hanor Lane, Charfield, Nr. Bristol. All other correspondence on Association
matters c/o Avon Community Council, 2, Berkeley Square, Clifton, Bristol.
BS8 1HL. Tel, No. 26420/25951.




NEWS FR@M LOCAL SOCIETIES

"THE_CROCKFANE PILL /ND DISTRICT HISTURICAL SCCIRTY

CEATRMAN Mr John Rich = 'Atlantia!
.33, Rudgleigh Roed, Pill, Tel: Pill 2540

SECRETARY = Mrs Marilyn Morris
Mulberry House, Watch House Roag Pill. Tels Pill 2058

TREASURER - Rev. John Rowland
11, Monmouth Rd, Pill. ‘Tels Pill 2442

HHSAHACR N HIGE T e

The Crockerne Pill and District History Society was formed in December 1976 and
hae been well supported by members from the begining, The Society aime to hold
four genersl meetings a year for members and guests as well as the formation of
working groups to tackle research into various espects of local history.

General meetings this year have been: Hiatorical films about the Port of
Bristol.

A talk about the work of other
Local History Societies given by
Dr. Joe Bettey.

A higtory of Eam Green, a talk
given by Mr. Gerald Hart, a local
historian,

The next meeting, in December, will be z talk by Peter and Sue Stuckey abwht
'The History of Bristol Channel Pilot Cutters!'.

The Society has made photeeopies of the’ Tithe Map for BEaston-in-Gordano and
work will soon start on collecting and collating information using this map as

a basis, A Working Group has also been set up to start collecting as many
memories and verbal accounts of recent-history as possible from elderly pecple in
Pill.

p g KINGSWOCD AP-BISTRICT SOCINTY

ALL MEETINGS WILL BE HELD AT WARMLEY CQMUNITY CENTRE
COMMENCING AT 7.30

WEDNESDAY "he Himtorical Development VEDNESDAY "Higtory of Fishponds"
October 5th  of Bedminster". Talk by January 4th Talk and slides by
Mrs, J. Phillips, Assistant Mr.L.Nott.
Archivist, Bristol,
WEDNESDAY "Wesleyan Day School at WEDNESDAY "Pre-Roman Britain"
November 2nd Kingswood". Talk by Mr E Pebruery 1st Talk and slides by
E.D.Hosken, Mr,I.Dearnley.
WEDHESDAY "Looking back with a WEDNESDAY "Scrapbook of Bittoa".
Decenbzr Tth Camera" Talk and slides March 18t Talk by Mrs J Gerrish,

by Mr. L. Howard,

WEDNESDAY Christmas Dimmer, Name WEDNESDAY "Introduction to Archives"—

December 14th to Secretary by November 2nd April 5th Talk by Miss M Williams,
Venue to be anncunced. City Archivist, Bristol

WEDNESDAY To be announced later,
!E! zrdo




KEYNSHAM AND SALTRCRD LCCAL HISTCRY SOCIETY

Eon, Secretary: F.H, (Bob) Milner, 14 Chelmer Grove, Keynsham, Tel. K.3802
WINTER PROGRAMME 1977-78

October 14th A RATIWAY JOURNEY FROM BATH T0 BRISTOL
A "Journey' illustrated with slides by RUSSEL LEITCH
November 18th THE BUILDING OF GECRGIAN BATH
PETER GREENING, Secretary: Bath & Camerton Archasogical
Society.
December 16th MEMBERS MEETING

Informal contributions fram members is the keynote of a
members meeting, have a word with the Secretary to make
quite sure YOU are 'billed' for an item,

Jamvary 20th TEE BRISTCL AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY SINCE 1910
A historical survey - ANTONY ERCOWN

Februazy 17th RCOMANS TN THE AVON VALLEY
CHARLES BROWNE, Chairman of the Society.

Maxrch 17th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by KEYNSHAM IN 1910
W. MATTHEWS of the 'Dappifers House", Dapps Hill,

April 14th JCHARITY BEGINS AT HOME' - the activities of the
FECIFEES of Keynsham. FLIZABETE WE1TE - member.

NOTE: All meetingson FRIDAYS at ELLSERIDGE HOUSE, Bath Road at 7.30 p.m,
For confirmation of individual fixtures see small posters in box
outside KEYHSHAM PURLIC LIEBRARY,

Non-members are very welcom - charge 15p. No charge for children
accampanied by adults, or for; Keynsha.m Civic Society members,

PILPQN HISTCEIC,L-RESE. RCH GROUP
Hon, Seeretary: Mr, WL Harris, 42 Gloucester Road North, Bristol,

-

At the time of writing members of the group are looking forward to & visit to
Charfield. Mrs Barrance has kindly invited us to her village and will take us
round the parish., We have not visited a rural ares before, and are most
grateful to Mre Berrance for the opportunity to do so, and for so generously
giving us her time,

Details of the first half of our wintér programme have been settled. On 28th
September 1977 Mr, R. Hawkins will, by popular request, continue his intevesting
talk on the history of the Post Office.

So much interest was sghown in the talk by Mr, J, D, Oughton last year on the
history of Filton Aircraft that he has been asked to visit us again on 26th
October, The meeting will be open to the general public so that anyone can
hear this facinating talk, entitled "The Concorde Pedigree", which will be °
illustrated by slides,

The last event of the year will be held on 30th November, when Mr. G. Nicholle
will talk on Railway Lines to Avonmouth,

Cont oo'/oo




Mr Nicholls is well known for his detailed kmowledge of the subject.

All the meetinge are held in Pilton Folk Centre, Elm Park, Filton, on
Wedneadays, begining at 7.30 p.m. 3

1977
October 14th,
November 1lth,

Decembexr 9th,

1978

January 13th,
February 10th.
March 10th,
April 14th,
May 12th.

The Bristol Records Office.

W, L. HARRIS
Hon, Secretary -
SODBURY & DISTRICT HISTCRICAL SOCIETY N
PROGRAMME 1 8
The Severn Enterprise, Mr, C. Jordan, =

Miss, M. Williams,

Cheese and VWine Evening.

The General History of Bristol, Mr, L. Nott.

Social History of Housing. Mr, J. Moore.

Gleucestershire Police in the 19th Cen. Mr, C. Jexrrard,

The Romans in South Gloucestershire.

Society Ammual General Meeting.

Please note that the above programme may-be subject to alteration, All

meetings will be held at the Town Hall Proad StreetsChipping Sodbury, on the

second Friday of each month at 7.30 p.m. Visitors are welcome to attend

meetings subject to a charge of 25p each, Further details of membership etc;

may be obtained from the Secretary, George Davey, 3 Hounds Close, Chipping Sodbury,
Tel: Chipping Sodbury 314053,

Bristol, BS17 6EG.

DOWNEND LOCAL HISTCRY SCCIETY

SEPTEMBER — DECEMBER 1977

ALL MEETINGS WILL BE EELD AT LINCCMBE BARN AND BEGIN AT 7:30 P.M,

OCTORER 4TH

Speaker: Migs. F, Wilcox
Miss Wilcox will talk about the work of the Aven Community
Communications Association and show three short films: o,

1.

3

"Women at Work, 1913-1939. This film consists of

interviews with Bristol women who were at work during

that period and of material loaned from the archives of .
Fry's and Wills,

The social and spiritual influence of the Church in the
central Bristol area in the last 50 years,

The history of the local G,W.R.

Cont..../.-




QCTOBER 18TH Speaker: Mr. H. Dommett
; Subject: The Nailsea Glassworks 1788-1874.
Mr. Dommett f3 2 member of the Nailsea Local History Association
and alse one of the two Editors of "Quest", the Newsletter of

o the Avon Local History Associetion to which our Society is
affiliated.
(CCTORER 1ST Speeker: Mr. R.N. Woodward

Subject: The Recreation of the Woodchester Roman Pavement.

NUVEMBER 15TH Speaker: Mr. B Jerrard
Subject: Crime in 19th Century Gloucestershire.
Mr. Jerrard is a lecturer in istory at the
Gloucester Trgining College, His talk will be
illustrated,

DECEMEFR 6TH The Society's Annual Generzl Meeting will be held and this
will be & light-hesrted Local History GQuiz/Slide show put on
by our Chairman, My, E. Lewis, Mince pies will be sexrved,

NATLSES LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION

Hailsea operated with success througt cutt the year, HResearch supervised by
Mr. M. Costain unearthed interesting results. Peter Wright studied with good
effect the Surveyor of Highways Account Book for the years 1843-1847.

Mr, Pullan produced an excellent paper on the Poor Law, Dennis Smert and his
wife not only prepared a detailed index of the 1851 Census, but, recorded the
volcgBof many Nailsea Senior Citizens, one I understand will be 100 years old in.
a few months time, David Cains is working steadily on his photograph record
of Nailsea, whilst Judith Atkinson and Mrs Nicholls worked frantically in the
duplication of Parish records, Peter Wright worted hard in the production of
historical broadsheets we have named temporarily "Nailsea Heritage". During
Nailsea Festivai week a photographic Heritagé Trail of 30 photographs

of  places in shops throughout the village attracted many entries and much
interest. A successful visit to Nailsea Court created demand for another as
part of our COctober, programme. ' :

S
YE OLDE MALAGC NECIFPES

If ycu came to the Bedminster Down School Fair in July you will remember that
certain local delicacies were concocted in a small corner of the Sixth Form
Block. Cow's udder proved to be just as pepular as at the previous year's
fair, despite the initial shudderings of the less adventurous. We alsc kept
busy meking Frumenty, or Pumrmity — a wholesome cereal dish, which cne lady
remembered eating as a child, Many of you were interested in the recipe, so
we have chogen it as the first one ito print.

FRUMENTY: 1 teacup of clean new wheat
6 oz mixed fruit (currants, sultanas etc)
2 oz flour for thickening
1 quart milk
2 0z brown sugax
Butmeg (or other spices)

Slowly cook the wheat in a large saucepan with one quart of water for six hours

Add the milk, fruit, sugar and a little grated nutmeg. Thicken with flour
mixed with a2 water, and bring slowly to the boil., Serve hot,

(This and other recipes are reproduced by courtesy of MALAGO magazine)
i
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9 Dec

ERISTOL INDUSTRIAL AR GJCAL SOCIETY 6 Ny

IHDUSTRIAL RATLWAY SYSTEMS, an illustrated talk by BIAS member
TERRY EVANS in his usual inimitable fashion. i

PLANNING PROPCSAL FCR THE DOCKS AREL OF ERISTOL., Extra-Mural —
lecture by Iain Patterson RIBA MRTPI, Deputy City Planning

Officer.,

KINGS MILL DIG, OLDBURY COURT, BRISTOL. Volunteers are specially
requested to attend Rhese final workings « ‘'umi wn ol eteddy

Parties on this site to landscape, secure and meke safe the current
excavations, Meet on site from 10.30 am - access from Grebe Gardens,
Begbrock, down pathwsy into valley as Begbrook Farm is now re-

developed, Tools will be available but additional ones would be

useful,

LFSTCRATIONOF THE BUSH WAREHOUSE. A talk by the Architect

ROGER MCRTIMER on the work carried out to the old tea warehouse on
Bristol City Docks for use by The JT Building Group and the /frnolfini
Gallery, L}

INDUSTRY IN BATH. Illusirated talk by ANGUS BUCHANAN MA PhD, BIAS
founder member and President of the Association of Industrial
Archaeology.

BIAS WEEKEND TO THE TANAT VALLEY, Berwyn Mountains, North Wales,
Situated between Bala and Welshpool this beautiful valley contains
many sites of IA interest as well as the highest waterfall in Wales.
Inn/Hotel accompiation to all tastes available in the local villages
of Llanfyllin and Llanrhaeadr, - further detzils telephone Robin
Stiles Bristol 43805, Meet each day 10.15 am at Penylontfawr Church
2 miles east of Llangynog, SJ 085246,

An evening visit to the REDCLIFFE CAVES, BRISTCL. Meet zt 7.00 pm
‘Redeliffe Bridge, hard hats will be provided and there will be an
admission charge of 50p per person. Also an indemnity form absolving =
the owners and guide will ‘be -requirved to be signed.

THE DOWLAIS WOEKS 1759-1930. An extra-Mural lecture by JOHN A OWEN
of the British Steel Corporation and author in the subject.

A walk along the THAMES AND SEVERM CANAL FROM STR(UD TC CHALFORD
(approximately 5 miles) to be led by TERRY EVANS, Meet 18,30 am
in the main Stroud Car Park on the 4419 Stroud - Cirencester Road,
S0 853048, Return by bus to starting point.

THE EARLY COT'TON INDUSTRY IN UERBYSHIRE, an Extra-Mural lecture by
CHRISTOPHER CHARLTCN BA University of Nottingham Adult Education
Department. v

RESTCRATICON (F THE CLAVFRTON PUMPING STATION. An illustrated talk

by CA™T E R MANNERS of the Kennet and dvon Canal Trust on restoration

of the historic waterwheel driven canal pumps at Claverton near =
Bath,

THE SEVERN FERRY, An Extra-Mural lecture by CHRIST(VHER JCRDAN, d
author of the recently published book on the subject (= welcome

2nd opportunity for BIAS members to hear Mr Jordan and see his =N
many fasinating pictures).

(continued on page T)
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BOOK REVIEW 1

SEVERN ENTERPRISE
by Christopher Jordan
Arthur H Stockwell Ltd. (1977) £3.00.

This book deals primarily with the ferry service across the 'COld Passage' set up
by Enoch williams which came to an end with the completion of the Sevexn Bridge.
It ig ten years since the 0ld Passage Severn Ferry Company Limited was wouned up
and Mr Jordan has performed a vital service in interviewing all those concerned
with the company who are still living, Another decade and the task might have
been impossible,

Mr Jordan does not pretend to have written a book of wider historical scope. As
he explains in the Preface, he was first drawn into exploring the subject by
returning to Aust after many years to find the once thriving pier head derelict.
Since then he has been collecting the memories of the members and the employees
of the Company and considerable datz on the boats used. The best part of the
book is a direct Chronological compilation 6f these two sources of information
to which the first three chapters serve as an historical introduction and the
last three follow the devise of the Company and the eventual fate of each boat.

The author acknowledges that his 'talk roams from the historical through anecdote
to techmical' and that he has 'included all the material known to me at this

time of writing.' The danger of this method of writing is that the reader will
find the undigested facts hardly levened by the brief anecdotes. The other more
serious danger is that in recording personal memories the person interviewed,

may consider only the most extrazordinary incidents worthy of recall, Anecdotes
such as the rescue of a stranded cow or the reversing off the pier of an elderly
couple in a daimler, are retold but the reader is left without any idea of the
daily life of the ferry crews or the particular navigatiocnal hazards of the river.
In meny ways it is a pity that the author did not concentrate on developing the
niddle chapters, the history of the o0ld Passage Severn Ferxy Compaeny, instead of
allowing himgelf 4o be distracted by the many other 'enterprisea' which he records.
It is zlso a pity that the map, which is most sensibly inserted opposite the
preface, is not very much better or at least decipherezble.

Not w!ihstanding its various shortcomings, Mr Jordan's book is & useful addition
to the extensive literature on communicaticns across the Severn., It is a well
presented book with clear print, well bound on goodpapes The 46 photographs
have been excellently reprecduced and add greatly to the value bf the book at
£3,00, Mr Jordan's enterprise would seem very worthy of support, particularly in
the locality,

(continued from page 6)
BIAS PROGRAMME

Wednesday BIAS MIMBERS' SOCIAL LVENING - Please bring your slides,
14 Dec films and photos of IA interest, Meet 7.30 p.m. in the
Club Xoom, Novia Scotia Hotel, Hotwells, Bristol.

Note: * Society meetings to be held at the Bristol City Museum
at 7.30 at lain sntrance (side door - ring bell)

% A1l Extra-Mural Lectures to be held 7.30 p.m. at
Bristol Univermity School of Architecture, 25 Great George
Street (off Park Street), Bristol.

Any gqueries or reguests for 1lifts should be made to the programme
organiser, Bob Martin, telephone Bristol 563194.




AVON LOCAL HISTCRY ASSCCIATION NEWS

Aveon Local History Handbook

Many local sccieties will already have heard about the handbook from their
representativesconthe Committee or from Fred Rapsey. #An outline of the chapters
end a list of contributors is given below. The exact cost ot the Handbook

can not be determined as yet but is it hoped to be able to make it available

to members at half price and under £1.

CONTRIBUTORS General Editor: J S Moore, H.i., F.i.Higt«S. = Dopartuent of
Economic * and Social History - University of

Bristol.
Miss V Airey Bristol Museum
Miss G Floughright Bristol Museum
Mies J Evans Woodspring Museum
Dr J H Bettey Dept. Extra-Mural Studies, University of Bristol
Mr R Bryant City Archivist
Dr Angus Buchanan Centre for Study of History and Technology
Dr G Davis Bath College of Higher Education
Hr R Dunning Victoria County History of Somerset
Dr J Haddon Bath College of Higher Education
Dr R B Hope Bath College of Higher Education
Mr G Langley Dept. Economic History, Exeter University
Prof W Minchinton Dept. Economic History, Exeter Upiversity
Mr B Smith Gloucestershire, County Archivist
Mr D M Shrrrocks Somerset Deputy Archivist
Mr J Spixtal Frampton Cotterell and District Local Historu
Research Group
- Miss M Wiiliams Bristol City Archivist

Cutline of Chavters
Chapter 13 What is local history?

s 21 How to stert and continue,

. 31 The Rural and Urben Landscape. (Museum contribution)

" 43 Population

" 5t The structure of Local Sceiety (Museum Contribution)

. Ts Agrieulture, (Museum contribution)

" Ts Trede, transport and communitations. (zuseum>contribution)
" B2 Industry, (Museum contribution

" 9s Housing and the standard of }iving (Museum contributim)

2 10: Local Administration and Politics

» 1t Hduecation

" 12: Leisure and recreati on, (Museum contribution)
" 13: Church and Chapel,

" 141 Public Opinion and prpular beliefs,

Contdesesssnns




FINANCE F(R TIIF H NDBOGK

Publicity Officer, A,L.H.A. - 9, arley Park, Cotham, Bristol 6.

Dear Madam Editor,
The County Handbook is almost ready to rolll

The following companies have taken advertising space and generally
- denated fowards the Handbook:—
St. Brandon’s School - Clevedon.
= Phoenix Life Assurance Co Ltd.
AM. & S. Furope Ltd,
s : Bristol & West Building Society.
Williams & Glyns Bank Ltd.
Crown Coaches,
Houge of Lewis - College Creen.
Counsells (Estate 4gents) - Stokes Croft, Bristol.
These total £440, The Development Commission has alsc given £200, so we have
achieved our objective with £40 to spare, The Handbook is financially
i secure, then, as of September 1977. With inflation, however, this
£640 may not be enough, so if anyone or eny firm feels moved we can always
do with more. The Handbook is scheduled to come out at Christmas but any
delay may increase costs - IVERY PENNY COUNTS - so please send the amounts

into me at the above address, via a crossed cheqwe drawn in favour of Avon
Local History Association,

o I hope T hear from helpers very soon,

Thenk you, Madam Editor, for allowing me these lines in QUEST,

Yours sincerely,

: (Signed - Fred Rapsey).
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