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WHY NOT VISIT US AT
THE MANOR HOUSE
BISHOPSWORTH, BRISTOL.
AND WHILST ENJOYING THE SPLENDOUR OF
THIS FINE OLD GEORGIAN MANSION,
TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY OF EXAMINING OUR
RANGE OF MICROFILM AND COPYING EQUIPMENT,
AUTOMATED FILING SYSTEMS AND OFFICE MACHINES.

RING DENIS BRISTOW ON BRISTOL 662331 FOR DETAILS.

REMOFFICE SYSTEMS (BRISTOL) LTD.,
VALE LANE, HARTCLIFFE WAY,
BRISTOL. BS3 5R2
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NEWS FROM SCCIETTIES

Bristol Industrial ‘rchaeclogical Society :
Sunday 22 July Tour of sites on the Somerset canal System:

Langport Wharf, Westport Terminal, Crimson Hill, '
Creek St Michael, Taunton Bagin, Ninehead Locks.
Meet 12 noon on A378 Langport-Taunton Road at
gateway to former railway station ST 414266,
Leader: Will Harris

Sunday 5 Auvgust Visit to Stourport and Bewdley. Meeting cutside
Falfield Church on A38 (ST 55933) to depart at
10,30 a.m, After a picnjc/pub lunch there will
be a visit to Avoncrofi Museum of Bulldi near

Bromsgrove .

Saturday 11 August Keynsham Walkabout. Meeting at car park to Keynshan's

V™ ~ Tommer railway station in Station Road, ST 6556E9 at
2,30 pem, for a tour of Keynsham's industrial archae-
ology. Leader: Joan Dey.

Tuesday 21 August Evening Walk along the River Frome to view mill sites
and guarries. IMeet in cax perk at end of River View,

Smuff Mills, ST 624766 7.30 p.m. Leader: Owen Ward.

BIAS Walkabouts Again, it has been decided to repeat these guided tours
for the general public, but any interested BIAS members will be very welccme.
Prior offers of help with the organisation would alsc be appreciated as the
large numbers attending these walks have sometimee proved almost overwhe o
to the few BIAS members present. Apart from guides, we need leaflet sellers,
and those willing to help generally, Offers to: Ken Andrews, 35 Xellavay
Avenue, Westbury Park, Bristol BS6 X, '

Walkabout Fo 1 Starting from Neptune Stafue: Thursday 5 July
Walkabout Ko 2 Starting from the Nova Scotia Imm: Thursday 12 July
Welkabout No 3 Starting from Bristol Bridge: Thursday 19 July
Walkabout No 4 Starting Canons Marsh Coach Park: Thursday 26 July

A11 walks start at 7.30 p.m.

rofton Beam Engines The 1812 Boulton & Watt and 1845 Hmey's beam engines
will be in steam at Crofton June 30 = July 1 and August 25-26-27, ‘
Admission 50p, childrenfOiPs 25p. :

Bath's Postal Museum Bath's newest museum has been opened at _
‘51 Great Pulteney Street, having received official support from the Post
Office and the Union of Post Cffice Workers,

BIAS news Membership Secretary LA (Tim) Clarke, 41 Grove Avenue,

Coombe Dingle, Eristol BS9 2RP, Tel. Bristol 682801 (home); Bristol 294941
ext. 2016 (office), He will be dealing with

1+ DNew Membership Applications

2, Changes of Address

5. Resignations.

Our Treasurer, Colin Freyling, of The 0ld Farmhouse, Laverton, Bath B3 6QZ
will continne to deal with subscription: renewals, banker's orders etc.,
and wishes to remind members that subscripticns for the airrent year were
due on January 1st,
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(sec note at
VIIM OF MY FATHER end of article)

My Pather was born in 1873. He was a sickly child, and Cranduother,
therefore, had him christened im ediately so that he might be bturied

" in the churchyard. He outlived his ten brothers and sister, dying in

1962, Eis name was Enoch and he was the niddle child of the family -
William, Sarsh, Alfred, Joseph, Bdith, John, May and Harry and Hezekish
the twins, .

Granipa was a tenant farmer, and so the children were well fed and
abject Dickensian poverty did not touch them. Grandpa's lagt tensnted
farm was on the land where Donzington Airport now stands, My father
would like to have become & farmer, but Grandma deternined that some
of the bhoys must be apprenticed to trades, sand Father was apprenticed
for 7 years to a drapar. Hz left Grammar School &t 14 - I believe
Grandms paid 6 pence per week for him to attend, He recalled a etrong
buxom, »ed baired girl in his class who Was very irsolent and ordered
to apologige to the teacher - she stood up and seid loudly "I beg your
parsnips and a2ll the carrots you've got ag well"il :

Father did not see tap water till he was 12 - but he knew how to shoot
and he bagsed his first rabbit long before then. As the children grew up,
they helped in the house and on the farm. Grandma was always busy - :
indeed when asked "what were nerves' her answer was that she'd "never

had time to f£ind out". She had to cook for herself, Grandpa, sleven
children and two Irish labouvexs living in the attic. She baked all the
bread - she made all Grendpa's shirts (he would not wear a bought one) -
ghe looked after the chickens, e cade¥larbs and made butter and cheese.

Grandpa's head wageoner, Munton, was quite a character - an old bachelor,
unable to read or write and threatening the children that "Boney would
get them" (NAPOLTON, of course) = one day, Grandpa rebuked him and he turned
round and said "I neither likes work, nor them a3 sets me on". Once he

was enjoying Grandma's cheese, and Grandpa offered him sorie bread to go
with it - "It's good enough wi'out' he said. He went to London once only

‘and saw Bdward VII - diseppointed, he said - "He's nowt but a man",

Yot he was desoted to Grandpe, and when Grendpa was lame and dying, Munton
left his bedroom in teare, —"I'1ll not'go io ses old maister again" he said
and asked to be buried neer him if possible. '

Grandpa was a strict Methodiet. He used to lock the faruhouse doors at
10, p.m., whether the children were in or out. Grandma used to wait till

_he was asleep and then go downstairs snd unlock thele... His first wife

had died after 3 or 4 children, He marricd agnin (another Amne) almost

2t once, for he just could not manage the farm, and the fanily without a
wife. Fether told me that nobody could tell which were my Greandim's children
and which were the first wife's children, A remarkable wonan snalland
dainty, wise and much loved.

In 1894, at 21 my Father finished his apprenticeship and-was offerad & job
at £12 2 yesr - increased to £14 as he looked a likely lad, So he went home
and began his own business on borrowed money.

Father was joined in his business by my uncle Joseph, but when at first they
did not prosper, in 1904 Uncle went to farm near Lloydminster in
Saskatchewan, Caneda (John and Harry Salt also went to Canada in 1903 with
the Bass Colonists, John became a butcher and was later joined in business
by Harry who failed in his farming meantime,) Auntie Mary used to scrud

out the shop = now Munion, my Grandpek old Head Waggoner came to Facher

as a delivery man with horse and dray end as he could not read the labels

on the parcels & lad had to travel with him and found this rather an indignity.
One day he said "Your sister Yay's a lovely woman but she's got a very dirty
habit "On!!! said Father, whats that" "She eats her food with the ssme hand
ghe wipes her bottom with" said IMunton,

- “ .



Wy uncle Kezszy later joined Father, he served in World War 1 in the
Infantry, going over the top — I belisve 14 times = he was shot “through
his thigh and also gassed. My FPather was over nilitary age ther, but he
used to drill on the common in the evenings with 6lder men (a pre-historic
Home Guard, indeed) and one day, the Sergeant (retirved) in exasporation
shouted "Thank God we've got a Havy',

At first the brothers lived in a flat over the shop ~ on Sunday evenings

they %their friends used to sing round the piano., Father signed the

Pledge but did drini sherry and whisky in his old age, on his Doctor's

advice. He loved children above 211 glse, The business prospered.

Father declared that "Chenting gets rno cheese” and he was always fair and

honest. He did not 1ike the never, never system, but gtrictly cash terma
and "smzll profits, quick returns". It still exists, run by two elder

brothers and one of their sons. Of course it seems old-fashioned (pleasantly

s0 to me) and no super uarket then, and lately trade has not beeh good,

equal pay for women has NOT helped here. Father becane a J.P. - if he

thought an offender couldn't afford a fine he would pay it for hinm znonymously.

He gave away so muck to charity. I wes dear to him, as my sister died when

only 14 months old = in 1912, her name was Winifred Irene, and as a child

1 thougnt she was heautiful - but how dated it seens now. He wae e very

cultured man = I remesber quoting Milton - "Hail, heavenly light" and his

continmuing ~ "Offspring of heaven first born" and it was always a thrill

for me. He alwsys read "The Methodist Recorder", "Punch" and "The Farmer

& Stockbreeder”., He formed 2 termis club for his staff and bought 2 big

old railway carriage to use 28 a pavillion, As soon as he ‘could afford it,

he hed a smzll fexm as a bobby and reloxation.

Often I went to farmg and butchers with him, and to local cnckct motches.

He worked hard, and he alusys played to win, whether it was suetisn bridge,
tennis, billiards or croquet, He went shooting 28 well into his 80's, but

he always gave the gane & sporting chance and he never left a wounded creature.
T used to sometimes go ra.tting; with him, putting the forrate dowa the holes
while he stood watching with nis gun. I wag told after his death, that the
day after Hafekingb relief, he gave every boy ‘at the loecal school a new cap

to celebrate.

Once when Grandnz was ill, Father galloped to the nearest Dcetor, Crandma was
very angry when he also galloped the horse back 4o the farm sgain. Grandme
had leeches applied to her on that occasion.

On Father's farm there was a powder house, standing in isolation, and vieited
when necessary by & man frem the local clay pits. Alns! one day the powder
house blaw up and neither man, hor ‘e nor cart were ever seon again. The
rebuilt one fascinated me, a brick-tiled house with no windows and iron railings
all round it.

- :
One of Father's school friends was nicknaned "Kiss me Famny", Apparently,
returning from the pub, he had embraced a lamp post entreating it to "Kiss me,
¥anny" - Father roally loved that tale.

"I am very prejudiced, for the view depends on where one Ig standing and
from where I stand there are no wants* to be seen."

He spoke litile of religionm but daily kneli to pray at his bedside - ond
then did some exercises with dumb btells! He believed in practical
christianity and was & great supporter of Lax of Poplar. His none was
always at the head of local charity lists, and T atiended all the local
Chapel Sunday School Anniversaries (the ™Sermons" we called them) with
him. I do not reeall hin ginging at 211 bt *his wedding present To my
mother was a lovely piano colplete with candelabras.

wants = moles



He had meny books which I wish I had now = but st his death I was too upset to
come, and they went to the sale. One book thet amused him was “"Letters from &
self-made merchent to his son" Dy George Horace Lorimer (1903). My Grandna
read the Bible a great deal and was convinced the Great Wer - despite its
terrible slaughter - was NOT Armsgeddon (Revelation XVIvi6). She died in

1922, a smart old lady, slways wearing a little lace cap. I still possess

my Grandpa's velvet smoking capl Wnen prosperous, Father donated a band=-stand
to the loeal park — cnd the Chairman of the Councils! chair of office.was his
gift %oo. He once said to me, "Nora, I've always had my own way, ai tusiness
and 2t home". He went to his office the day he died, intercsted to the last
moment of his life. Ee always had about 3 dogs - end when children we hed two
cede lemos every year - rlways called Billy and Archie and then I thought they
were the same ones who went away "on holiday" - I also believed fox many years
that a cow was mated to a horsel — I suppose I never noticed a tull - we always had
a horse on the farn, Kitty and Tormy, I remember well we had a see-saw in the.
garden, a large hump beck ssitch back and of course a swing. We hed ferrets
and pet rabbiis and cats. It was 2 wonderful loving childhood and looking
back from a far less bappy time now, I am 80 grateful for it. Times have
changed but those early happy days can never be taken from me. 1 remember how
1y Father comforted me wher I had whooping cough = ond how upset I waswhen the
dentist arrived to extract all his teeth (in the dining roemi) and then my
tonsils wepe removed at home, too. What did he look like ¥ - rot tall but slim

and very straight - beautiful truly blus eyes - white hair j %ﬁi&i@%{e at the
front - large ears = o fresh complexion, I remetber I w'a.e/K when he had

to vea: glasses, and his legs were pathetic - so thin.

When my eldest son was boxn , my Father really took hin over - the child was
playing bridge before he went to schoocl, and helping to clean the gun and was
going out shooting with the old nan.

Father loved children - indeed he could and did talk to everybody, whatever
age and type of person. He told me of Grandpa meeting a men who had been
through bankrupcy court end he was still driving his pony and trap -

"Eh, I thought you'd been through" szid Grandpa.

"Aye" was the answer "btut the mave end gig went rownd"

Unele Albert once went to the aid of @ woman whose husbasd was attenPbing to
gtrangle her. Whereupon she $urned and hit my Uncle.
: "leave my husband alone" she screamed. _
“"thats the last time T interfere between husband and wife" said Uncle
bitterliy. 3

We cammot live in the pest — and it is unhealthy to atbtempt to do so = bub yet
the present and the future ave built on its foundation. Do we learn from
nistory et all? I seriously doubt it, Hach generation has to noke its owa
mistakes, its own miscaleulation - different - yet strangely siuilir in so
many ways. ;

Hora Parker (Mrs)

NOTE ON This article is the wimning entry in the over-sixties section
COMPET= of cur esgay competition., Two other entries are also included
ITION in this igsue. Our thanks to all contributors amd to Mr. Spittal
WINNERS for judging the entries. :

The winner of the other section of the competition for the best
entry in this year's Quest, chosen by the Executive Committee, is
Cluny BErown for her article in Quest 9, 'The Use of the Small-Scale
Map in Local History Research,'
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Daytime and Evening Courses run by the Department of Extra-Mural
Studies, University of Bristol, commencing Autumm 1979.

THE BATTLE OF LANSDOWN
Tutors J. Wroughton, M.iA., F.R.Hist.S. Course No: AT9 BO1 SX.

A Jjoint University/W.E.A. course, to be held on Saturday afternoon,
Septembexr 22nd 1979, 2,30-6,00 p.m., at The School, Marshfield, Avon.

Fee: 50p (includes tea) Prior enrolment to Mr. T.J. Clayton, The Thatched
House, Cold Ashton, ¥r, Chippenham., Cheques to be made payable to the W,E.A.

FROJECTS IN INDUSTRIAL ARCHAECLOGY
Tutors Mrs Joan Day, F.S.A. Course No: A79 FO1 SX

A University course of gix evening meetings, to be heldé on Thursdays,
7+30-9.00 pom, at Pill Junior School, Westward Drive, Pill, Nr. Bristol,
commencing 4th October 1979. Fee: £2.40, payable at the first meeting.
Cheques payable to University of Bristol.

This course will study methods of recording and research on loca-1~
industrial sites.

PARISH CHURCHES OF SOMERSET
Tutor: R. Ashley, M.hn., B.Litt. Course No: &£79 J02 SX

A University course of ten meetings, to be held on Tuesdeys, 7.30-9.00 p.m.,
at The Methodist Meeting Room, Ubley, Nr, Bristol, commencing 2nd Octcber
1979. TFee: £4,00 payable at the first meeting. Cheques payable to
University of Bristol,

WEST-COUNTRY RURAL LIFE
Tators Dr, JH, Bettey,; M.A. Course No: 479 JO4 SX.

A joint University/M.E.A. evening course, of ten weekly meetings, to be
held on Thurgdeys, from 7.30-9,00 p.m., at Wellsway School, Keymsham,
commencing on 27th September 1979. Tee: £4.00, payable at the first
meeting. Chegues peysble to the WBA. Purther details from Mrs B.L. Keast,
17 Oakfield Road, Keynsham.

FRAMPTCN COPTERELL, WINTERBOURNE & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTCRY GROUP
Tutor: B.J.S, Moore, B.A.3 F.R.Hist.S. Couvse No: AT9 JO6SX.

, A University course of ten fortnightly meetings, on alternate Wednesdays,
from 7.30-9.30 p.m,, at Highoroft School, Lower Stone Close, Frampton
Cotterell, Avon, commencing 10th October 1979. Fees: £4,00 payable at
first meeting, although prior enrolment helpful but not essential. Details
from T.W. Crowe, 130 Watley Roed, Winterbourne, or C.J. Spittal, 162 Church
Road, Frampton Cotterell. Cheques payable to University of Bristol.

SOURCES FCR THE LOCAL EISTORY OF AIMCNDSBURY & DISTRICT
Tutors B.J.S. Moore, B.A., F.,R.Hist.5. Course XNo: AT9 J0O3 SX.

A Univeraity course of ten fortnightly meetinzs, on alternate Mondays,
from 7,30=9.30 pem., at The Church of England School, Almondsbury, Avon,
‘commencing st October 1979. Tee: £4.00; payadle at the first meeting,
although prior enrolment would be helpful. Chegues payable to the
University of Fristol. <
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B WEST-CCUNTRY PARTSH CHURCHES & PARISH LIFE .
Tutor: Dr. J.H. Bettey, M.i, Course No: AT9 j21 SX.

— A Joint University/W.E.A. course, of ten weekly meetings, to be held on
Thursday afternoons, 2.00-3.30 p.m,, at The Lecture Thestre, 4 The Circus,
) Zath, commencing 27th September 1379, Fee: £4,00 payable at first
= meeting. Further details from WEA Bath branch Secretary, Cheques payable
to WiE.A. :

CURRENT WCSX ON LOCAL HISTCRY I¥ THE BRISTOL REGIGN
Panel of lecturers. Course No: B79 DO1 SX.

A day-course, Saturday 10th November 1979, from 10,30 2.m.=4.45 p.n., at
The Department of BExtra-Mural Studies, 32, Tyndalls Park Road, Bristol
BS8 141, Feoe: £1,20, and prior enrolment essential by 2nd November, to
the Sieff Tutor in Local History, at the Department of Extra-Mural

= - Studics, Chégues payable to The University of Pristol.

This course is intended to ghow some of the interesting and varied work
I which is being done on all aspects of local history in the Bristol region,
. The lectures will vange over a number of different historieal problems
and sources, and will show some of the results which have been achieved
by modern research., The area to be covered will include the former south
Gloucestershire and north Somerset now within the county of Avon. g

DOWNEND LOCAL HISTORY RESEARCH GROUP
Tutors: Miss J. Close, B.A.; Dre J.H., Bottey, M,i, Coupse No: B9 EO1 SX.

A University course of five fortnightly meetings, to be held on alternate
Tuesdays, from 7.00-9,00 p.m., comsencing 9th October 1979, at the Record
Office, Council House, College Green, Bristol. Fee: £2.00, and as
nunbers will be strictly limited, pricr enrvoiment is essential, by 28th

a September to the Staff Tutor in Local History, at the Department of
[ Extra~Mural Studies, 32, Tyndalls Park Road, Pristol. Cheques payable to!

University of Bristol.

New members will be welcowe to join this grcup which will continue working
an historical records relating to Downend and district. There will be no
formal lectures, but members of the group will be able to use the '
relevant records in the Bristol Record Office, with help and guidance as
needed,

' -
A STUDY (& HRISTOL ARCHIVES .
Tutors: Professor P.V, McGrath, M.A., Miss I, Williams, B.A. Course No: B79 J12 SX.

A University course of twenty meetings, to be held weekly on Wednesdays
from 7.,00-9.00 p.m., at Bristol Archives Office, The Council House, College
Green, Bristel, oommencing Jrd October 1979, Fees £7.00, and as numbers
will be strietly limited, prior enrolment is essential, by 21st September,
to the Staff Tutor in Local History, Department of Extra~Mural Studies, 32,
Tyndall's Park Road, Bristol. Cheques payable to the TUniversity of
Bristol.

This is a research group, and there will be na formal lectures. Early
enrolment ig advised,

o






12 _
HOW TC CRGANISE AN ORAL HISTCRY PROJECT
Stephen Humphries

Many 'Guest' readers will no doubi be familiar with the vecent and rapid
growth of local history booklets published, to name & few, by the Bristol
Broadsides group and the Batheaston and Malago Societies: The production
of these fascinating and valuable booklets iz a reflection of the growing
interest in what has become known in acadermic circles as oral or community
history = the tape recording and transcribing of conversations or interviews
with people who would normally not have either the opportumity or the
inclination to document their recellections and opinions in a written form.
In thig short article T will briefly outline the importance of this fype of
history and how other local history societiss might plan their own projects

and produce their own cral history boocklets,
.. THE IMPORTANCE (F CRAL HISTCRY ,

The most important feature of oral history is that by giving a voice to those
who are rarely heard or listened to, it makes the writing of history a more
democratic process. Most history and most documentary evidence has been
written !from above' - from the viewpoint of those in positiocns of contrel in
social and practical life - rather then 'from below' - from the viewpoint of
those people without power, prestige or money. This we have extensive -
docunentation of the power struggles and lives of the ruling class, but
comparatively litile documentation of the lives end struggles of working class
peoples, #And, the little evidence we have has to & lerge extent been written
by government or socisl investigators who have been concerned principally
with statistical or quantitative @nalyses of, for example, wazes, prices,
unemployment rates, family size, and so on. Admittably, there are & number

of essentially institutionzl accounts of the more successful irade unions

and political organisations, Hewever, when it comes to the everyday life

and experjence of poverty,. work, the family, schooling and leisure, there are
huge geps in our knowledse. The potential power of oral history is that it
offers a viable method, available not just o the professionml historian but
to anyone interested in history, of adding to our knowledge and understanding
of these neglected areas, Oral history not only adds a qualitative dimension
to history by documenting in depth the wide range of personal and emoticnal
responses to various social situations which most official records, in their
very nature, camnot take account of. ' Also, it makes possible e fairer .
reconstruciion of the past, enabling us to call witnesses from the underprivileged

and the defeated, so that we can challenge established views,
Further ieadine‘,.dn,tbe. imﬁorta.nce ‘of oral historye Paul Thompson —
The Voice of the Past (1978) Chapters 1-3
George Ewart Lvans - From Mouths of ¥en (1976) Chapter 1

CHOOSING A WORTHWHILE PROJECT

We have scen how there is enormous scope for useful and interesting oral

histery projects, The first and most important decision which must be made is

the choice of subject matter. The exciting element in this is that you are not
linited to surviving documentary evidence and you can choose whatever agpect of
local history which interests you most = it may be poaching in the Bdwardian era,
the work and lives of miners in the Bristol and North Scmerset coalfield, memories
of a country childhced in South Gloucestershire, family 1life on coudeil housing
estates in the inter war period - the possibilities are endless. ;

For more ideas for oral history projects see,

Paul Thompeon, The Voice of the Past, Chapter 5

D, Steel and L. Taylor, Family History in Schools (1973)

R, Samuel, "Local History and Cral History", in History Workshop,
Journal No. 1
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SUCCESSFUL INTERVIEWING

Successful interviewing involves three basic skills - discovering and
selecting interesting informants, asking them relevant guestions in an
informal and open ended way, and achieving the beat possible sound
recording from your equipment. Many articles have been writien on ;
techniques of interviewing, btut I will here breifly atiempt to summarise
scme of the main points. :

Firstly, some simple ways of discovering interesting informants., Begin
with elderly relatives and neighbours and their contacts, ihen there is
the pud, poat office or corner shop, often all a gold mine of infermation
about elderly locals - perhaps put some advertisements in shop windows.
After this, you might try contacting elderly people's homeg - the wardena
are often very knowledgeable ebout their residents, The local press and
local radio are usually extremely helpful in publishing or broadcasting
requests for information. You might also try writing to appropriate
institutions, possibly a trade union or voluntary organisation, for
information coneerning potential informants. '

Onee you have discovered a number of people with experiences and memories
relevant to your project, say for example retired miners, select the people
to interview according to the clarity, detail and vividness of their
recollections. Before committing yourself to an interview it is adviseble
to sound gut your potential respondent, possibly by asking them a few key
questions over the 'phone, by letter or in an informal meeting, to ensure
that a tape recorded interview will be worthwhile. It is very disappointing
and time wasting to arrange an interview in which the respondent is unco- '
operative, offers only monosyllabio answers, or simply does not remember the
type of information in which you are interested, :

Next, we come to the interview itself. It {g impertinent and pointless to
arrange an interview unless you have done some basic reading and have a basic
knowledge of the area in which you intend to question the respondent. This
initial resding should eneble you to formulate a renge of questions which
will form the backbone of your project. The most comprehensive outline
interviewer's guide, providing several hundred model cuestions on schooling,
family life, work, leisure and politics, is contained at the bzck of

Paul Thompson's "The Voice of the Past", availeble in paperback at £2,25 -
essential reading for anyone wishing to take oral higtory sericusly.,. However,
it is a cardinal sin to arrive at an interview brandishing a questionnaire
and then proceeding to work through it in a methodical and inflexible mamner.
This approach not only frightens your respondent, meking it difficult to
establish a rapport and an informal and relaxed atmosphere, it also stifles
the natural flow of a person's memory and imposes & Tigid framework on the
unpredictable and surprising twists and turng which all good interviews take,
Try to memorise the key questions you wish to ask beforehand, then let the
conversation run its natural course. The two most importent rules in
interviewing are to phrase your questions simply and clearly, and to resist
the temptation to contimially make yes or 'mm! noiges whils: Yyour respondent
is telking, as this can destroy the atmosphere of an interview - instead,
show you are interested by smiling or nodding frequently.

Finelly the sound quality of your recordings will depend to = large extent
upon the equipment you use, Most local history sceieties cannot afford to
epend several hundred pounds on Uher open ‘reel recorders as used by the E.B.C.,
which undoubtedly give a far superior reproduction to any other machine on

the market, However, it is possible that the Uher which the Bristol Central
Library has purchased and loaned for use in the Bristol People's Oral History
Project, will be made available 4o local history sbeieties for their own
projects from April 1980 onwards. For immediate purposes though, most
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MEMCHIES OF MALAGO — TOUGHENING UP -

by Mr. Wallace Tucker of

—

156 South Liberty Iane, Bristol 3.

Born in 1907 into a family like thousands of others, where, if not poverty
stricken, we were desperately poor, I think the yesrs that followed until the
late J0's were the ones that toughened and moulded & person's character. We
were brought up to respect everyone and the strict code of discipline at home
and at school imposed on us all, ensured that we kept to the straight and
narrow - no good complaining that you'd had the cane at school, &s you got
another from your parents for deserving it, and sometimes they would thank the
teacher concerned for doing it.

Every boy or girl had a housenold chore to carry cut before or after school -
running errands, chopping sticks for the fire, washing up, black-leading the
grate, Tilling the oil lamps end clezning the lamp glagses - dozens of Jobe
which ensured we were not idle and the word N0 was never used - you could only
say 'Yes, father! or '"Yes, mother'.

Midway through the first war, when most of the fathers and elder brothers were
in the army, life got = little tougher for some of us - one instance was that
coal was almost unobtainable for the household, as it was needed solely for
the trains, power stations and the naval ships, and we had to go out and find
it., This meant that winter and summer mornings just after 6 o'clock, us lads
from the neighbourhood - perhaps a dozen or so - would set off with hand
carts of all shapes and sizes to South Liberty Colliery to await the Ffirst
tubs of waste coming up from the pit waste tip, to pick it over for the odd
lumpe of coal. Some of the miners below would purposely put in a few good
lumps, knowing we were up there to pick it out, On a good morning we could
pick up fhree quarters of & hundredweight, and then 1% was one mad dash to get
back hame for a gquick swill under the ccld tep (no hot water), & slice of
bread and dripping, lard or margarine, then a dash to schocl = no excuse for
being late,.

Although everyone had ration books there was no special shop to get food - you
went after it, and I myself have got an early tram to queue up at a ghop as far
away as Mary-le-Port Sgreet, to keep a place for my mother or eldest sister,
and when they arrived at about 8 o'clock, it was again the mish io school
repeated - no tram car home then, but yun and walk to Parson Strect.

Bakers, grocers and other shopkeepers never saw you Zo short of essentials though,

even if threir bills wern't paid, because they would say "I know you'll pay
as s00n ag you can = don't let the children go short".

Everyone had great respect for the police then, simply because they knew
everyone personally on their beat - most of them by nzme - and they would think
nothing of clouting you across the ear with their rclled up cape or kick you up
the backside and send you home.

Our one treat was the Saturdsy 24, rush, as we called it, to the local cinema -
even this 2d, had to be earned some way or ancther. Serials featuring Pearl
White, Tom Mix and other old time stars were shown - also comedies with Charlie
Cheplin, Een Turpin, Harold Lloyd ete., — one oculd talk about them for ever. I
alwzys favoured the Town Hall cinema in Camncn Street (House of Holland ave
occupying the site now), because in the foyer was generally z woman with a
basket of oranges or a couple of bulls-eyes in a small bag, which she would
hand out to all who went in. The excitement inside while waiting for the film
to start would be intense. The projeciors invariehly broke down several times
during the performance, and this would lead to a lct of jeering end foot-—
stomping.,

- n/ s






TAKE THE "

RAMBLERS BUS

SERVICE 375

to the Chew Vatiey
and Mendip Hilis

Go on a Guided Walk :

SUNDAY, 19 AUCUST: «VIEIT TO THE STEAM PUMPING ENGINES AT BLAGDON

followed by a walk ayrcund the south side of Rlagdon
Lake and a visit to the TROUT HATCHKRY at URLEY

Charge: Adulis 30p Children 10p

Meat at the public car park, Station Road, Blagdon (if coming by car);
bus passengers will be met at the Seymour Arns. (0.8. Grid ref: 501592)

The walk will start shortly after 11 z.m., when the 375 bus that leaves Bristol
bue station at 9.40 a.m. arrives, and will last 3 - 4% hours, so that bus passen=
gers can return by the 3.37 p.m. from the Seymour Arms,

Bring a picnic lunchj Wear suitable footwesr - it may be muddy; No booking
necessary = just turn up on tine; No dogs allowed in view of the potentizl
hazard to livestock,

For further information ring Bristol 290777 ext. 320 (Mon. to Fri)



'SERVICE 375 -
Operates Summer Sundays :
" and Bank Holidays s
On May 6th and 7th and from & e S
: : itchurch
TIMETABLE .
BAISTOL, Bus Station 0940 1716
Whitchurch, Black Lion 0958 1733
Pensford, Hill Top 1005 : 1740
" = Stanton Drew, Round MHouse 1010 1748
Chew Magna, Post Offico 1074 1749
Chawe Stoks, Inn 1019 1754
" Bistop Sutton, Red Lion 1027 1802
. Wast Harptroo, Crown 1035 1810
Compton Martin ‘- 1813
Ublay, Saw Miils : = 1817
Castio of Comfort lnn 1042 -
Burrington Turmn \ 1058 =
BLAGDON, Seymaur Arms > 1103 1824
BLAGDON, Séymour Arms 110 1837 1832
Burrington Turn = 1542 =
Castle of Comfort Inn - 1558 oo
Ubley, Saw Mifls . 1117 - 1839
Compron Martin 328 o 1843
Weat Harptrea, Crown 1124 1805 1846
Rishop Sutton, Red Lion 1132 1813 1854
Chew Stoke, lnn 1140 1621 1802
Chew Magna, Post Office 1145 1626 1907
Stanton Orew, Round Housse 1149 1630 191%, aa
Pensford, Hill Top % 1154 16356 1918
—. Whitechurch, Bisek Lion 1201 1642 1923
BRISTOL, Bus Station 1219 1700 1941
Foot note
Cheddar Connaction-Service 371
CHEDDAR, Tweentown 1602 1956
BRISTOL, Bus Station 1719 2103

The bus travels along’ the eastemn edge of Chew Valley Lake where you can alight
at the picnic site., A number of sheltered picnic hollows have been constructed
in the grassed slopes and you can watch sailing and fishing, or identify birds
with the help of the bird chart on display. There is aiso an amentities tuilding
with a shop, viewing gallery amd toilets. It is hoped = new lekeside walk will
be opened during 197911k ing this with a new pienic areas,

The bus contirmuea alongeide the lake and then climbe up on to the top of the
Mendip Platean, It is a rewarding walk from here to the very top of Blackdown
where there are speetacular views. There are great opportunities for walking in
this area of outstanding natural beauty. The area has nature reserves to visit

p- at Long Wood, Rlagk Rock, Velvet Bottom and Blackmoor, archasological remains of
great interest such ag Dolebury Warren Fort, Gorsey Bigbury Hengé and Priddy
Stone Tircles and a very distinctive vegeiation and wlld life associated with
sandstone and limestone, The Mendip area is coversd by 0S maps 172 and 182 which
show public footpaths by red dotted lines.

Family tickets can be used on the 375 tus route, with up to 2 children fravelling
free with 2 fare-paying adults.



£ VICTORIAN EXHIZITION %
R e R A T e e e o

Avon Locel History Associstion and The Victorian Society are working
together to mount a Victorian Exhibition at Briatol City luseum next
spring, and 2 joint working party has been set up to plen the details.

The Museum has kindly agreed that the exhibition may be held from
10-26 April 1980 and that on Saturday 19 April there will be a special
day of lectures and film shows on various aspects of life in Victorian
England, and pariicularly Victorian Aven.

In order to make this idea become 2 reality we are relying on the
support of every soeciety and individual member in supplying all types
.of artefacts for display, suppcried by a note of its origin and uss,

Although this seems go far shead, we would ask you %o do two things
when you resume your meetings in the autumn :

= Inform all your members of the dates
= Inform the ALHA office of the likely type of displays you can
provide so that we can ensure a good variety

£11 exhibits must be delivered to the Museum on 27 or 28 March, where
they will be safely stored and displayed snd annotated by the Mmuseum.
stafif.

E WANSDYKE INDUSTRIAL & MINING ARCHAROLOGY g

A mesting is being held at Temple Cloud Primary School (in the centre of
the village on the A37) on Priday, 5 Uctober, by the Wansdyke Area Group
of Avon Local Councils Association to discuss the possibility of creating
a small maseun collaction of industrial and mining archaeology of the
area,

Cameky Parish Council, which is organising the neeting, is inviting a

panel of local historiazns and archasologists to =pesk, snd there will

be a soall display of photographs and artefacts. All those interested
in this subject are very welcome to attend. The meeiing will commerce
at 7.30 p.m,

Further information is available from Mrs Elizabeth Bruegger, Cholwell
Farm, Stowey Road, Llutton. Tel: Temple Cloud 52314.

g WOOLLARD TANNERY E 3

Mr. F.G. Cross of 01d Tammery Farm, Woollard, Pensford, has written
%o the Secretary kindly offering to take any ALHA members interested
round the 0ld Tannery. He will be happy to show them items connected
with the history of the tuilding snd to explain his researches.

‘He may be contacted at the above address or by telephoning

Compton Tando 288.

12
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THE INFLUENCE OF J.L. MeAD/M CN THE BRISTOL TURNPIKES
by Haxxy Lane

John Louden McAdam, together with Thomas Telford, probably shares the
distinction of making the greatest contribution to highway engineering in
Britain. Of the two, however, only J.L, McAdam has strong links with the
turnpike system in and around Bristol.

In 1601 he moved to Park Street in Bristol and four years later (July 1805)
the Common Council assented to his becoming = freeman on paying a fee of 38
guineas. Also he became a Trusiee of the Fristol Turnpike Trust and persuvaded
the Trust to give his methods a try.

From 1802 to 1812 only two of the Bristol Turnpike Roads were able to maintain
themselves in the state they were in in 1802 - these were the Aust and Horfield
Roads. However, neither was able to pay £100 off the debt they then owed znd

neither had been able, in any degree, to support itself but hed greatly increased
its debt, : X 2

In 1812 the total debt for the Bristol and District Turnpike Road Trust was
£44,065, and the only means of liquidating that debt and prevent further
accumulationa was discussed, The erection of additicnal Toll gates, bars,

and the cessation of further extensive improvements, were voiced as possible
solutions,

At the General Meeting of Trustees on 4th December 1815 at the Guildhall,
Bristol, a propesal was moved

"that for the purpose of pursuing a more wmiform effectual and econanical
system of management and repair of the several roads included in the
Eristol Turnpike Act, one General Surveyor for the Bristol District of
Roads be technically appointed",

"EE .

The duties were to includes

- attend Trustee meetings and report on road status

= proffer opinion on repairs or improvements

- form specifications for all contracts

carry into effect resolutions and divections of Trustee meetings

attend all General Meetings

superintend other appointed Surveyors

on the 1st Monday in March of each year present a written report to the
General Meeting. '

The salary recommended was "a sum not exceeding £400 per annum". A further
proposal at the meeting also moved thzt "Mr, J.L. Mcidam be the Person
recommended to the Office of General Surveyor”,

Vichdam in the following 10 years proceeded to make the Bristol Roads famous

across the length and breadth of England and by his methods they were improved
beyond all recognition.

In March 1817 the salary for the General Surveyor was increased to £500 per
annum, sxelusive of the Clerks salary.

conte
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One letter dated 2nd December 1824 from McAdam to the Trustees highlights the
Income for the Trusi during the preceeding 8 years:

March 1817 £ 16742
1818 £ 16317 Statute lzbour by kind - 149 miles
1819 £ 16215 :
1820 £ 19733 =
1821 £ 21783 Statute labour reduced to small
1822 £ 21582 proportions and paid in money termed = 177
1823 £ 21678 composition miles
1824 £ 29141 *
* Tolls collected £ 20,692-18-11
Composition £ 925-0-0 (in lieu of statute labour)
Borrowed £ 1,200-0-0

The following annual ﬁsts show the kinds of improvemente that were made,
BRISTOL TURNPIKES (1817) (1818) (1819) (1820) .

List of improvements made in the Bristol District in 1817

Westbury Hill, lowered.

widening road at new Gouts, near Kings Parade,
Black Boy Hill, lowered.

two branches of road on Durdham Down.

widening, lowering and building walls 2% Lamp Black Hill,
new line of road made near Haviatts Green.

lowering and widening hill at Sidcot Batch.
lowering and widening hill at Slow Batch at Shipham.
lowering and widening hill at Churchill Eatch.

new conduits and road widened near Stapleton Church.
dam made nesr Cock Mill to prevent flooding.
lowering rozd at Toghill,

— -— — — —'—'—."—__:_ﬁ
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List of improvements made in the Bristol District in 1818,

widening and raising road, and building walls at Stoke Bishop,

widening road at Shipham by cutting five fields, building walls and
purchaging land.

widening and raising road at Rayate,

walls built at Toghill.

iron stop gates erected at West Street,

new tumpike house and gates evected at Swinford,

hill lowered at Swinford.

road widened and large slip repaived at Whitley Batch.

Ml .

ERISTOL TURNPIKES (1820)

improvements made in the Bristol District in 1820,

widening road and building wall at Almondsbury,
improving Parish Road at €lifton when made turmpike.
new road made at Gulcoats Lane.

new road and walls built from Rownham,

road widened near Mr., Sparrows at Bourton,

Whiting Yard Hill lowered,

new road made a2t Abbots Leigh.

new Turnpike House and walls built at Easton.

footpath made at Stokes Croft,

roads widened and walls rebuilt at Stapleton.

road and bridge widened znd walls built at Hambrook.
road widened at Winterbourne, \
road widened, new culverts made and river cleaved at Cock Mill.
road ai ‘Bigh Ponds House widened and high walls built,
new Turnpike House and Stop Gate built at Bridge Yeat,
two miles of new road from Bitton to Bridge Yeat made,
Tong wall built across Common.

- &e.
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List of improvements made in the Bristol District in 1819.

= lmproving parish road from Kingsweston to Henbury when made a turnpike.

Thornbury road (2 miles) repaired, bridgos lengthened and hills cut,
when made a turnpike.

road widened to Aust Pill,

= road widened and raised at Harfords Bridge,

Winterbourne Hill lowered and valley raised.

= road raised at cross-roade to Stepleton snd Mangotsfield.

= Whites Hill lowered and widened and walls rebuilt,

- Cock Mill bridge widened and walls rebuilt. :

- new footpath to Downend made,

= new Turnpike House and Cates, with side walls built at the Tire IEngine,

" &co

BRISTOL TURNPIKES (1821)(1822)(1823)(1824)

List of improvements made in the Bristol Distriet in 1821

- road widened and walls built at top of Park Street.

road widened at Westbury.

hill lowered and walls built at Princes Buildings, Clifton.
hill loweréd at Kings Weston Hill.

new branch road made on Durdhem Down.

summer road made at Marsh Common.,

wesls
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= raising road and lerge wall built at the Old Paesage.
- = road raised at Cross Hands.
- road widened and walls built at Richmond Tervace.
- new line of road made at Horfield,
- road raised at Stokes Croft.
- Tanyaxrd bridge and rcad widened,
a - road widened and footpath and conduits made at Stapleton.
- footpath leading to Fish Ponds lawered.
= - two miles of new road mede from Bridg Yeai to Hambrook.
= Bridge Yeat Hill lowered and walls built,
~ bridge built and road raised at Coose Green,
e - Rodway Hill lowered, valley raised, walls and bridge built,
- wall rebuilt at Mr. Brice's Pla.ntation.
- land purchased at Oldland.
L~ &co

List of improvements made in the Bristol District in 1822,

- widening and lowering Black Horse Hill.
- widening and lowering Cribbs Hill,
= - new fcotpath at Kingsweston Lodgse.
- lowering and reforming Clay Pits Road, when turnpiked,
- two new Patent Weighing ¥Engines and Houses erected on the Horfield Roads.
- road leading to Hambrook widened and walls retuilt,
& old Gloucester Road repaired.
= new Turnpike House, gates and boundary walls exected at Siston Common,
= hill lowered at Downend, road widened and valley raised.
- old bridge at Frenchay widened and raised, hills cut down and
approaches to bridge levelled, road and walls raised in front of
Mr, Brice's House, conduits and footpath made,
= - walls built at Kingswood Hill.
- arch built at Wick bridge.
- &o

i, A

List of improvements made in the Bristol District in 1823,

new line of road made at Compton.

road widened and walls built near Mr, Harford's at Henbuxy,
new road made up at Bridge Valley.

new Turnpike House and gates erected on Clifton Down.
road raised and formed at Redland,

road widened and walls built at Winterbourne Hill,.
Broom Hill loyered and conduits made.

Toghill Bridge repaired and walls built.

road widened at Keynsham by removing several hcmses.
road widened by Folly Lane, Saltford.

- By &G. .

B List of improvements made in the Bristol District in 1824,

- road lowered st St. Michaels Hill,
— - new line of road made from Cutlers Mill to Stokes Croft.
T - road raised at end of Gloucester Iane.
- ro2d raised near Le Beck Inn,
= = road widened and wall rebuilt near Masons Arme Inn, Stapleton.
- road raised and conduits made at Stokes Lodge.

Y
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- Stapleton Hill lowered and walls built.
—~ Xendleshire Hill lowered,

- Bitton Bridge widened.

- Bitton road widened and house removed.

At the March 1824 General Meeting it was reported that the total debt of the
Trust had risen to £47,072-9-~5, an increase of £1836-C-2 over the 1816 figure.
This did not appear to deter the Trustees, for at the April meeting they
gonfirmed the appointment of Mr, Loudon McAdam as General Surveyor in
conjunction with his father, Unfortunately, however, his activities in

other turnpike trusts (a total of 32 trusts were under the advice of McAdam
and his sons), were so numerous that he was under constant criticism for not
spending enough time on his Bristol appointment and finally an enquiry was
called for,
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From the enguiry that followed, in Saptember 1824, a number of the local
trustees representing the Bristol Council, attempted to summarily dismiss hima
k. He was given no hint of their intentions and the motion was only lost by the
casting vote of the Cheirman. In his following address to the Trustees, McAdam
A pointed out that he had accepted the post with no view fto profit, and that his
salary barely covered his travelling expenses. When he accepted the Burveyor's
position the roads in the district were all but impagsable in bad weather and
the Trust had been on the verge of bankruptey. Through his exertions its funds
. had become flourishing and the roads were an example that had been followed and
. ; imitated from one end of the country to anothéer., Despite the apparent vindication
McAdam resigned his office in the following year protesting against what he termed
2 “"the mean persecution by his enemies in the Common Council", He was then nearly
80 years old,

His contributions were recognised, however, by the House of Cormions who regarded
him 28 the greatest benefactor to both the public and fo beasts of burden, In
= 1834 the Commons voted him a grant of £10,000 and the title of Surveyor General
of the British Isles, in lieu of a2 Knighthood which he declined and asked for it
to be granted to his son. Two years later the Metropolitan Road Trustees (who
- nad adopted his systems since 1823) gladly appointed him their Superintendent.

His comnections with local Trusts were not completely severed for in 1826 he

was appointed tc the Trust of the Bath Turnpike and chose his grandson William

ag his deputy. Most of the effective work was carried out by the grandson but

the elder McAdam continued to submit special reporfs on the Bath Roads until

1834. Two years later at the age of 90, and only a few months before hig death,

T he wrote at length to the Trust about the proposed general legislation for the
amalgzamation of their Trusts. He died in comparative poverty.

The most useful course for this article was "Narrative of Affairg of the
Bristol District Roads" 1816 = 1824, ERISTOL ARCHIVES 3811 117 , & 3185.

The following have been consulted and will be of use to anyone wishing to
pursue the subject furtheri-

"Ammals of Bristol" - John Latimex
"Gloucestershire 1590-1640" - W. B, Wilcox 1940. Local Govermment Study.
"Survey of the High Roads" - John Cary 1799.

. -~ "Matthews Directories 1814-1840",
"Survey of Principal Roads" - John Ogilby 1713.

"4 Guyde for English Travellers showing in general how far one Citie in many
— Chire Towns in England are distant from one Another'-Norden 1625.

"New [ti of Great Roads, Direct and Cross of and and Wales" -

John Cary 1812 & 182B. .

"Paterson's British Itinery" 1785.

"New Travellers Guide to English Counties" - Lewis (undated)

"Wirectory of Stege Coach Services 1836"- A.Bates 1969.

“"Fravellers Companion or a Delineation of the Turnpike Roads of England and Wales" =
' Cary 1791

"Roads and Vehicles" - A. Bird 1969,

"Journey by Stages" - S. Mergetsons : '
= "Industrial Archaeology in the Bristol Region" =- Fuchanan and Cossons,

= "John Loudon McAdam" - R. Deversux 1936,

"Purnpikes and Toll Bars" - M. Searle,
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BILL ELMS REMEMBERS - BISHOPSWORT:H VILLAGE LIFE

- Some of my earliest memories were when we lived on the corner of Headley Lane

where now stands the Church Hall., Ours was one of two cottages and Mr,

and Mrs. Carter lived next door. My brother George was blowing & tin whistle
one day and the mouth-piece came adrift and he swallowed itl It was panie
stationsl Mother said, 'Go and ask Mrs. Carter to come round'. When she
oame, she turned George upside down and slapped his back and out came the
mouthpiece, She sgaved his life,

I remember the time when some of the housewives went to Weston by Russets
horse-break, Outings in those days were few and far between, The most
exciting part of that outing to me wag when we were returming from Weston
and hearing the horses galloping up the 'Rhoddy'. Mrs. Crane was playing the
accordion and Mrs. Cox, who was the life and soul of the party, was ginging.
Then they all joined in with 'Ch, meet me, Oh, meet me by the moonlight,.

Meet me by moonlight alone.

I have a sweet story to tell you,

Must be told by the moonlight alone!,

Aunt Alice did daily work at the schoolmaster's houseg. Friday night she
would eall round to take me to our grandperents where I stayed most weekends.
A blanket and pillow would be placed in the hand-cart and off she would go
with me %o Highridge Common. The ride was not very comfortable as the roads
wers rovshs On winter nights a hurricane lamp would be tied to the shafts.
Trhere were no street lights in the village in those days, but it was safe %o
wall sbout thens : '

Grandfather worked for Mr. Froud at Castle ¥arm on the Bridgwater Road,
When he went to Ashton Gate Brewery for a load of grains (epent hops), he
would take me with him and let me drive the horse when we reached the main
road. Sometimes my playmates and I would see Mr. Gardiner of .

Bishopsworth Lodge coming along his drive in his horse and ca.rriage, then
we would chase down the lane to open the gate. He always gave us a penny =
sometimes we would wait for him to come back for another penny! During
the conker season he would gather baskets of conkers from his trees and
bring them to Bishopsworth School. When we were out %o play he would throw
them out of the baskets so we had to scramble for them.

Soon after the 1914-18 war started, Uncle Arthur with some of his mates went
to join the Navy, but he didc't pass the medical, Mr. Pursey, the village
policeman, got word of it and came to investigate. Aunt Alice saw him pass
the window and said to Uncle Arthur, 'Get through the bedroom window and
down zcross the fields'. In the meantime, Pursey tried to push himself in
the house for a search, but Aunt Alice told him it was none of his business
and to be on his way., As he was determined to get in, Aunt Alice caught hold
of him, dragged him outside and ducked hie head in the rainwater barrel, and
Fincher the dog had him by his trousers, As he was going, he eald, You've
burnt my fingers, now I'1l burn yoursi! But Pursey must have had a dressing
down when he reported, as an Officer from Flax Bourton came and apologised
for the incident. Uncle Arthur joined the Somersets., His regiment was sent
to France and within three months he was killed,

During the month's holiday from school in the summer, some of us boys would
go bird starving on the farms. That meant you walked around the cornfields
shaking stones in & %in can and shouting at the same time o frighten the
birds off the corn. I worked for Mr. Britton of Highridge Farm. Mr. Britton
would sometimes walk around with his gun,
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During the 1914~18 war years food was very scarce. At the local grocers
there was Celesco instead of tea - it looked like confetti mixed wifh brown
powder. There was apply orchard jelly in earthenware pots, and lardine which
was dark in colour and only fit for cart grease, Yo wonder we came out in
sores, eating the rubbish, I don't know how we should have got by without
father's allotment,

A favourite place to go on Saturday morning was Mr. and Mrs, Hill's, next

to the Kings Head, She always found us jobs to do, ‘either in the house or
helping Mr, Hill in the garden., Very often he'd take one of us on his round
delivering coal, There was always a hot meal when we finished.

I left achool when I was 14. I didn't fanoy working on & farm as thers was
very little time off at weekends. It was gll day Saturday and Sunday; there
was milking in the mormings and again in the afternoons. I tried the
factories. No luck there, It was all the same with these permanent jobe.

If any of the family worked there, you were in, I started work at the Lime
Kilns on the Bridgwater Road. Sam Groves was in charge. There was Jim Groves,
his son, Fred Hill, and George Wheeler. We were having our tea break one
morning when in the distance we saw an airship - it was either R.100 or

R.101 on its way back from America,

At times trade was slack and the lime that was heaped up would go to powder.
Then Durnfords steam wagon would come for a load, As we were loading, we'ld
be spitting and coughing as the lime dust got down our throats. Oreone
occasion, this happened, I was coughing and spitiing end I felt something
blocking my throat. After the loading was finished, 1 caught hold of a lump
in my throat, So I said to George Wheeler, 'George, have a look and see
what's in my throat!, He said, 'My Christ, Bill, I shouldn't like to be
thee, Don't touch it, Thee'se bin and pulled thee bloody tonsils outl!'

0ff I had to go to see Dr. Nevil, He gave me some tablets and told me %o
lay down &nd take it easy for a few weeks,

I first remember the Kings Head when Bill Needhan was landlard. He worked for
his father during the day delivering bread, and served behind the bar in the
evenings. The favourite place was the Tap Room, where games such as rings,
table skittles and cards were played. The cider drinkers usually warmed their
drink in a pan over the fire, or put a red-hot poker in it. A% times one
would bring in a bag of snails which were cooked over the fire on a shovel,

It was usual to see horses and trolleys hauling hay to EBristol for the various
firma, as they relied on horse traffic. On their way back, some would stop
at the Kinge Head for a drink, When starting off again, they would put gsacks
down in the trolleys for a bed and the horse would take them home,

It was not unknown ®rhayricks to catch fire. During & bad spell of weather
at hay-meking time, some of the hay could be damp, causing the trouble, One
anyrick caught fire in a field where Bedminster Down School now stands, The
hayrick was only & matter of yards from the boundary gtone on the Somerset
side. Along came Bristol's fire engine and stopped at the boundary. Two of
the firemen went along the miners' path and saw where the hayrick was,
'Can't touch it', they said, 'It's over the boundary'. In the distemce we
‘eould hear the bell of Bishopsworth's Pire Brigade clanging, but by now the
hayrick was well alight and beyond saving, When they arrived, they looked
all in. Vo wonder, after pulling that cart from the Elm Tree Inn, around
the Common to the Kings Head then up the Bridgwater Road to the boundary.
This was the first time I saw the Fire Brigade, Why wasn't it made for a
horse to pull around? Then the men would be fit to do their job when they
reached the scene of a fire. There was quite & lot of mickey-taking about
that outfit - but it should have been directed at the masterminds on the
Council who voted to have this monstrosity.
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The roads were very bad in those days, They were more or less caxrt tracks
to the farms, all mud and slush through the winter monthe. If a horse and
cart came along, the wheels would go up and down in the ruts and you'd be

plastered with mud and water if you didn't get out of the way in time, Im
the summer the roads would dry up and everywhere would be covered in dust,
The firet road dressing was tar-spraying - this was & great improvement 28
it kept the dust dowms. :

During the making up of roads, horses and carts would haul block stone from
the quarries, The loads would be stacked at intervals by the roadside, If
you take notice of the wall around Barrow Tanks, you will see it is set back
in places — this was used for the stacking of stones. Afterwards the stack
would be measured and was paid at go much a yard. It was usual %o have three
hammers, & sledge, & pointed stone hammer end a snapping hammer to finish
off breaking into about three inch stones.

At one period, like thousends of others, I was on the dole, The Labour
Exchange at that time was in Viotoria Street pnd queuwes would stretch to
Bristol Bridge, four deep. It would take up/two hours at times before
reaching the counter to sign on. OUne day the clerk pald, 'You have got to
report upstairs to ¢o before a court of referees's I was ushered into a
roow where there were about eight people sitting around a table. Then they
started asking questions in their turn. 'Where have you been seeking work?!.
Itd tell them where I had been, perhaps several places on different days.
Then they would try and oatch you out by saying, 'And where did you go

last Monday?' etc. 'Is your father working?' !Yes', I said, 'He's a minexr!',
As I was single my dole was stopped, as father was expected to keep me.

Soon afterwarde I got a job, on the roads for the Council. Bedminster Down
was like Dundry Downs then, all mounds and hollows on both sides of the main
road wntil it was levelled off by relief workers. They were directed there
by the Ministry of Labour, as they'd been on the dole for a long time, =
Ground was taken over for allotments too, where the Corporation tip is now.
There were S0 many men on the dole walking the streets, an allotment gave
them something to do, I remember the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VIII)
visiting the site. !

When South Liberty Pit closed down, father became unemployed, He was ngver
out of work before, as worked in the pits, He liked his pipe, 80 he mede his
own tobacco by collecting coltsfoot leaves on weste ground in the gquarry.

He would put them in the oven to dry, then soak them in beer, After a good
soaking he'd bind them in & strip of sacking until it was fit to smoke, You
get the same ingredients in herbal cigarettes, but without the beer. Father
wasn't out of work for long = he started for the Waterworks and was there
until he retired. 3 ; :

During the summer months you would see crowds of people alighting from the
tramoars at Hotwells. Some would be going on the Rocks Railway on their wey
to the Zoo. Others would be boarding Campbells Paddle Steamer for a trip down
the Chermel. I went on most of them over the years and my favourite trip was
to Lundy Island. In the bar there was usually ginging and very often someone
would be playing an accordion. The Brighton Queen and the Brighton Belle did
service on the South coast, There were also the Britannia, Glen Avon, Glen
Usk, Glen Gower, Westward Hol, Devonia, ‘Ravenswood, Waverley and Lady lMoyra,
which served the Bristol Chanmel ports. During the last war they were mine-
sweeping in the English Chamnel and several were sunk. The ones that came
back were in grey war painte. They were painted again in their original
colours, ran for a few seasons, and then were sent to the scrapyard., After
the last war, two new paddle steamers were built - The Bristol Hueen and The
Cardiff Queen = they ran for gquite a few years. Then came the Empress Queen,
a sorew vessel and much bigger than the paddlers, ©She only did a few trips
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and ran at 2 loss, She was berthed at Narrow Quay and never moved until
she was solde The Bristol Queen and the Cardiff Queen went as well., Then
th,e Balmoral took over and is in service nowe ot sl

Before the last war the Castle Street area was the main shopping centre. It
would be crowded on Saturday nights. There was all the entertainments you
wanted - two picture houses, the Regent and the Queernsj four pubss The Cat
and Wheel, The Bear and Rugged Staff, The Standard of ‘England and The Curs
and Salmon, Other attractions were auction sales and a Billiards Hall.
Onoe there was a sixty foot whale on exhibition. The few carg that were
about would give Castle Street a wide berth as it was so crowded on
Saturday nights. We'd make our way to the Fish Market about nine otclock,
where the f£ish was almost given sway. You could get all the fish you wanied
for a few shillings. The butchers shops too would be open until they sold
out, You could get a big joint quite cheap. Fish and meat were cheap
because there was no refridgeration then. 'After leaving the market, we
would catch a tram at Bristol Bridge to Bedminster Down - the:terminus was
by the Miners' Armseand then go on our way over the Down, back home fo
Bishopsworth,. . :

Bill Elms, ;
34 Queens Road,
Bishopsworth, '
Bristol 30

AVON 1OCAL HISTORY HANDBOOK
The Handbook s selling welly out of 1000 copies, the Association only has
40 left, which are availeble for £2.50, or £2 to society members.

A number of societies have copies on sale or return and the Secretary would
be grateful to know whether these have been sold as the publisher is pressing
ug for paymont of our order and we do not have any spare cash in the bank!

SUBSCRIPTIONS .
There has been a good response to the subscription letiers sent out with the
last issue, expecially from individual members, but a mumber of societiea!
subscriptions are still outstanding....please check whether yours is one.

POETRY & PROSE EVENING
In view of the difficulty of finding a producer for this event, it has now
been postponed until Saturday 28 June 1980, when Dyrham House has been booked.

Further details nearer the time, but please note the date when you buy next
year's diaxye.
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SOUTHERN HISTORY - A veview of the history of Southern England

SOUTHERN HISTORY will be a major addition to the study of regional and
local history in England, 4s such, it will cover work in progress on the
historic counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somerset, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire,
Dorset, Berkshire, Surrey, Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, Kent and Sussex,
and the Channel Isla.nde. A

Many ‘of its contributions will demonstrate the use of new methods of
interpreting local sources, which should encourage considerabla further work;
‘where relevant, papers from related disciplines, such as -archaeology and
geography, will be included, In particular, & number of themes will be
followed in suscessive issues of ‘the journal, such as social crime and the
southern townseape.

.One ndtabla feature o£ the first three igsues will be.a seriea on regional
and loeal history in the south, through the work of archive reposztoriee,
institutions. of tertiary education and local organiza.tions and societies,
These will review the state of existing provision and the more promiaing
developments in different parts of the region, 2s well as the apparent
shortcomings. There will be an extensive reviews section, covering recent
books on the area, a select list of local history pamphlets -and an annual
review of periodical literature.

Publication will be annual, the first issue appearing in awtumn 1979,
Thereafter, it is expected that it will appear in the spring of each year,
Bach issue will contain eight or more long articles, some of which may be
illustrated,

Copies can be obiained from Dawson Book Service, Cannon House, Park Farm Road,
Folkestone, Kent CT19 SEE (payment with order).

Frequenoyt annually, the first issue appearing in October 1979 but
subseguent issues each May,

Annual subseription: £10.00. mCOUR&GE YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY TO ORDER IT}

EDITOR: J R Lowerson, Centre for Continuing Education, University of: Suasex
REVIEWS EDITOR: W N Yates, City Record Office, Portamouth

EDITORIAL BOARD:

A M Ap Simon, Department of Archasology, University of Southampton
C W Chalklin, Department of History, University of Reading

B Coleman, Department if History, University of Exeter

C R Elrington, Institute of Historieal Research

D Large, Department of History, University of Bristol

N I Orme, Department of History, University of Exeter

J'G Rule, Departuent of History, University of Southampton

B Short, Department of Geography, University of Sussex

B StapletoR, Department of Economics & Economic History, Portsmouth Polytechnic
J Whyman, Butherford College, Universiiy of Kent at Canterbury

Articles appearing in Volume T : . e

A-Butcher - The d.ecline of Canterbury in the late middle ages
P Jefferice = The medieval use as fanily law and custom

M Cherry - The Courtenay Larls of Devon

J Youings -~ The south-western rebellion of 1549

A Dyer - The Market towns of southern England, 1500~1700

J Rule - Social corime in the rural south

S Farrant - The lower Ouse valley, 1840~1920

§ Humphries - Working-class schooling in Bristol, 1870-1914
W N Yates - Reglonal history and the local record office



AFFILIATIONS & DONATIONS 1979~80

The financial year of the Awvon Local History Association, and consequently
the znnual subscriptioms, runs from 1 April to 31 liarch, and it would be
helpful, therefore, if societies who have not done so ecould forward their
subscriptions or donatiena foy the year 1975-80 as soon as poesible.

You will recall at the seale of affiliation fees is as fYAlews:
For clubs with up to 50 members - £1.50
For ecach additienal 50 members - 50p
Up to & meximum of £5.
The persen named on the form as your correspondent will receive one copy

of (UEST quarterly, tcgether with any other periodic mailings and the
minutes and asgendes eof meetings of societies.

INDIVIDUAL MEMRERSHIP

A category of Individual lMembership hag now been introduced at an anmual
gubseription of £1.

Individval menbers receive ene copy eof (UEST guarterly, together with any
other periodic mailings and the minutes and agendas of meetings of societies.

To: Avon Lecal Histery Assoecistien, 17 Whiteladies Read, Bristel BSE 1P3

I enclese & cheque/P.0, for the ameunt of £,44eess0¢ a8 an affiliation/
denatien/individual membership te ALHA, Cheques to be made payable to ALHA, -

Please send ssevees additiensl copies of LSUEST at a cost eof 12p per capy
pluz 10p p&p.

Our correspendent is g
My name & address is

..........‘ll...'lll...l.l‘.l.'Il.f...tl‘-..‘.‘
D I R R NN
LR R R R A ]
I R R Y

Name of Seciety (if appropriate) R )
\
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