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EDITORTAL

48 Bditor of QUEST, I sit on both the full ALHA Committee and the sme’ ler
ixeeutive Comnittee and, from those vantaue points, I have been waiching
two inter-related areas of strain between the County organisation and the
local societies and between professionals and amateurs.

The County ..ssociation iz both a body depandant on its constituent

menbership and a self-determining body initiating and carrying through

its own projects. County projects may be of apparently little relevance

to locel society members. Although their representatives on the full

ALEA Coumittee may have agreed to the projects, they are initiated in the
Executive Committee whose membership includes very few society represent-
atives, The County Association should have the two quite different roles but,
et present, its function as the umbrella organisation of local societies
seens very much over-—shadowed by its activities as an independant body.

Citting on the Executive Committee are = number of professionals whose
work is either closely rslated to loczl history or whose professional
gills are particularly udeful. Their number is small and the demend

on their services great. Some are professionally tied to one fairly.-
amall aspect of local history and all, necessarily, bound by the career
structure of their professions, must have other priorities., All are
most helpful, dedicated people but, like the rest of us, they are
handicapped by nundane commitments.

#hen some local groups expect assistance that reguires detailed local
knowledge, they are asking too much of the limited pm fessional
reserves available.s It is recognised also that newly-forned groups
nced help and it is felt this ie not as pronounced as it could be.
Professionals and amateurs, if not at loggerheads, appear to have
ronflicting aims, and if the County Association is to function smaothly
both sides must have a much better appreciation of each other.
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ORGANISATTIONS AVD SOCIETIES 11! CORRESPONDENCE WITH A.L.H.A. ]

#1mondsbury Local History Society )
Avon Archaeological Council

kvon & Bristol Association ‘ef Teachers in History

Banwell Society of Archaeology

Bath & Camerton Archaeclogical Society =
Batheaston Society

Bathford Loczl History Group

Bristol mmd Avon Family History Society

Bristol Civie Society

Bristol & Gloucestershire Archaeological Society
Bristol Museum

B.).R.G. (Bristol Archaeological Research Group)
EBristol Branch of the Historieal Asscciation
Bristol Peoples Publishing Project

Bristol Records Society ~
FoI.M.8. (Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society)
Chew Valley Local History Society

Charfield Local History Society

Clevedon & District Archaeological Society

Clevedon Civic Society

Clifton & Hotwells Local History Group

C.R.1.A.G.8. (Committee for Rescue Archaeolégy in Avon, Gloucestershire & 1]
Gordano Valley Society Somerset) .
Corston & Newtan St. Loe Local History Group

Crockern & Pill District Society -
Downend Local History Society

Doynton Local History Group

Filton IMistorical Research Group

Frampton Cotterell & District Local History Research Group
Freshford & District Loczl History Society

The Bath Branch of the Historiecal Association

Hanham Folk Centre (Iistory Section) T
Keymsham & Saltford Local History Society

Kingswood & District Historical Society

Malago Archives Commitiee -
Nailsea Local History Group S

Northaver (Thornbury) Arohaeologica.l Group -
North Somerset Archagological Group =
Olveston Parish Historical Society

Scmerset Archaeological & Fatural History Society
Scdbury & Distriect History Association

Scmerset Records Society 3
Temple Cloud Womens Institute

Society of Thcrmbury Folk

W.E.A. -
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* COPY DATE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF . *
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i 17th MARCH 1978 ¥
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The Editor will welcome cdetails of forthcoming events, news of Societies,
articles and comments. Communications should be addressed to Mrs. Sue Barrance
120 JManor Lane, Charfield, Wotton-under-Edge, Glos. G112 8N, All other
correspondence on Association matters c¢/o Avon Community Council, 17 Whitels ‘a8
HRoad, DBristol 8. -
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EDTTORIAL

is Bditor of QUEST, I =it on both the full ALHA Committee and the smeller
ixeeutive Comnittee and, from those vantage points, I have been watching
two inter-related areas of strain between the County organisation and the
local societies and between professionals and amateurs.

The County ..ssociation is both a body depandant on ita constituent

nembership and a self-determining body initiating and carrying through

its own srojecte. County projects may be of apparently little relevance

to locsl society members. iAlthough their representatives on the full

ALEAL Conmittee may have agreed to the projects, they are initiated in the
Executive Committee whose membership includes very few society represent-
atives. The County issociation should have the two guite different roles but,
at present, its function as the umbrella organisation of local societies
seens very much over-shadowed by its sctivities as an independant body.

£itting on the Executive Committee are a number of professionals whose
work is either closely related to local history or whose professional
#ills are particularly udeful. Their number is small and the demand
on their services great. Some are professionally tied to one fairly, -
small aspect of local history and all, necessarily, bound by the career
structure of their professions, must have other priorities, All are
uost helpful, dedicated people but, like the rest of us, they are
handicapped by mundane commitments,

when some local groups expect assistance that requires detailed local
knowledge, they are asking too much of the limited pm fessional
reserves available. It is recognised also that newly-forned groups
need help and it is felt this is not as pronounced as it could be.
Professionals and anateurs, if not .at loggerheads, appear io have
conflicting aimg, and if the County Association is to function smoothly
both eides must have a much better appreciation of each other.
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ORGANISATIONS AND SOCIETIES Ii CORRESPONDENCE WITH A.L.MH.A. di
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Bristol Museum
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Bristol Peoples Publishing Project

Bristol Records Society ~
B.I.A.G. (Bristol Industrial Archaeological Society)
Chew Valley Local Histoxry Society

Charfield Local History Society

Clevedon & District Archaeological Society

Clevedon Civic Society

Clifton & Hotwells Loczl History Group

CuR.A.A.G.8. (Committee for Rescue Archaeoldgy in Avon, Gloucestershire & 1
Gordano Valley Society Scmerset) .
Corston & Newton St. Loe Local History Group

Crockern & Pill District Society -
Downend Local Mistory Society

Doynton Local History Group

Filton I'istorical Research CGroup

Frampton Cotterell & District Local History Research G—roup
Freshford & District Local History Society

The Bath Branch of the Eistorical Association

Hanhem Folk Centre (History Section) P
Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society

Kingswood & District Historical Society

lalago Archives Commitiee -
Mailsea Local History Group b

Northavor (Thornbury Archaeological Group
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Olveston Parish Historical Society

Somerset Archaeological & Matural History Society
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Somerset Records Society B
Temple Cloud Womens Institute
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The Editor will welccme details of forthcoming events, news of Societies,
articles and comments., Communications should be addressed to Mrs., Sue Barrance
120 Manor Lane, Charfield, Wotton-under-Edge, Glos. G112 8TN, All other
correspondence on Association matters c¢fo Avon Community Council, 17 Whitels 38
Road, Bristol 8. :
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NEWE FROM LOCAL SOCIETIES AND OTHFR ORGANISATIONS
e SRR o oho Al VAR ORGANTOATIONS

BATEFORD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY have kindly sent the Editor a copy of the
Scciety's Newsletter No, 5, The Secretary 1977/78 is Mrs J Jack,

3 Titan Barrow (tel 858601). Subseriptions S0p. A very succéssful evening

of lectures by members to members was held in late Hovember and it is hoped

to hold a similar meeting in the New Year, The newsletter also reported that

a amall experimental consignment of records have been temporarily transfered

to Bath Record Office from the Somerset Record Office in Taunton., The informant
hopes that the experiment will continue but that more interesting records will
be sent in future.

CHEW VALLEY LOCAL HISTCRY SOCIETY

Hon, Secretary Mrs Mary L. Durham, 9, Tumbridge Close, Chew Magna,

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of .ea.ch month at 8 p.m. in the J2ub
Hoom behiud the Bear & Swan, Chew Magme,

February 2nd Mr R W Brown - 'Family History'

Mareh 2nd Mr 1M Brown, M.A. -™9th Century Rural England"
This talk may be followed by a visit to
Glastonbury Rural Life Museum.,

SODBURY & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
= e Al HiotCiiCaL SOCTIETY

£e reported in Quest 5 -

Februsry 10th Mr J Moore - Sceial Hietory of Housing

March 10th Mr C Jerrard - Gloucestershire Police in the 19th Century
April lith The Romans in South Gloucestershire

M=y 12%h Society AGM,

-

Meetings are held at the Town Hall Broad Street, Chipping Sodbury at 7.3€ p.m.
oa the secand Friday of each month Visitors are welcome but for further vigits
non-membars are expected to pay 25p. Further information from the Secretary
George Davey, 3, Hounds Close, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol BS17 6 EG.

CRALGS = COMMTTTER FOR EESCUE ARCHARQLOGY IN AVCH, GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND SOMERSET
e ———————————— . s o i DRl AN SUMERSN L

CRALGS is a semi officia)l body with government funding through the Council for

Sritieh Archaeology. The following report is of a particularly interesting dig
in South Gloucestershire.

Rescue Excavation st West Hil), Uley, August-September 19773
A Romano-BEritish Temple Complex

During the summer of 1976, the Severn Trent Water futhority laid a water main

in a pipe trench along the western limit of the field, This revealed traces of
Roman oceupstion including pits, quarries, a culvert, stene walls and a single
late Roman coffin burial, These features were recorded and drawn by 2 small team
from CRAAGS, The stone walls were concentrated halfvay down the field and =
series of finds suggested the presence of a religious Roman building, prebably

e temple, These finds included miniature votive pots, many coirns, rolled lead
sheets bearing inscriptions which would have been presented to the gods at the
temple, and a fragment of a Winged Victory statuette in bronze,

C’Hing/-..---.--




Owing to the continued damage of the site during agriculiural operations

and the danger of destruction of the archaeological layers by treasure hunters
using metal detectors,- it was decided that a major rescue excavasiion should be
mounted in 1977 in order to excavate and record the major complex of buildings.

Over one month's. excevation so far revealed a series of buildings connected
with & late Roman religious complex. Its focus appears to have been rectangular

‘'double square! structure with one znd possibly a second corner tower or chapel,

This can be identified as & traditional Roman-Celtic temple or chapel, consisting
of an outer ambulatory surrounding an inner cella or enclosed area, Finds from
within this building comprised bronze figurines including representations of
Mercury and the Celtic God, Cernunnos, rolled lead insoriptions - curses or
invocetions to the gods, minijature votive pottery vessels, and large quantities
of bronze coinage.

To the west, an apparently contemporary structure mey have functioned as a

range of shops supplying votive objects to the worshippers. This is part of a
rectangular building sub-divided into a series of fairly small rectangulayr rooms
with cobioled floors, disappearing beneath the road. Many of the walls were later
robbed of their stones, while others required massive and deeply set foundations,
probebly to counteract the effect of subsidence inte underlying infilled quarry
pits,

East of the temple stood an 'exedra', four sides of a small hexagonal structure
which may have formed a surround for a statue or similar ritual focus. This stood
at the north end of an earlier range of rooms, possibly shops or domestic premises,
occupied during the 3rd century but not apparently associated with the temple.
Cobbled floor surfaces, hearths and ovens, and a deeply set foundation above
eerlier quarrying characterise this building, which continues south and east
beyond the excavation limits. The ares between all these buildings seems to have
been an open courtyard, upon which traces of cobbling are still wisible.

Downhill beyond the excavated area, o further renge of buildings have been
identified this year as porch marks in the crop. This is tentatively identified
as a guest house provided for pilgrims coming to visit the temple,

The best parallel for a religious Pprecinciof this type is &t Lydney, just

across the River Severn in the Forest of Dean. Sguare temples are well lmown in
the Western Roman Empire, a good excavated example in this region being that on
Brean Town near Weston-Super-Mare., Although apparently isclated upon a Cotswold
nilltop, the West Hill temple was in fact located within 2 contemprorary Romano=
British settlement, now beneath this and adjoining fields. While this township
may have flourished for two or three hundred years, its temple seems not to have
been erected much before the middle of the 4th century. The whole complex seems
to bave suffered deliberate destruction and demclition early in the Sth century.

The excavation will be filled in &t the end of the season so that furtner
cropping can continue. A ¥ull illustrated report will be prepared by CRAACS
and the finds will be deposited in a local museum,

Further information about CRAAGE may be obtained from Warwick Rodwells Bristol
291340,

THE CROCKERNE PILL & DISTRICT HISTORY SCCIETY
Secretary Mrs M Morris tel: Pill 2058.

Februsry 23%rd: AJG.M. Mrs Pat Marede: from the Gordano Valley Society
will be giving a talk.




DOWNEND LCCAL EISTORY SOCIETY

Jecretary Mrs P Jones Tels Bristol 561633, 77 Fouracre Hoad, Downend

January 17th Mrs Rigby A walk z2long the Kennet and Avon Cenal

February 7th  Members Evening. Mrs P Jones will talk on 17th century Mangotefield.
February 21st DMrs Joy Gerrish. History of Bitton.

March Tth Mr Massay. How to trace your family iree.

March 212t Miss Bruton, History of Thornbury.

TILTCH HISTORIZAL RESEARCH GROUP

Hon, Secretzry Mr W L Harris 42 Gloucester Road North Tél: Bristol 632025
411 meetings sre held on Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. at Filton Folk Centre.
January 25th Christopher Jordan The Severn Crossing
February 25th Harry Lane Tithe and other maps
Mereh 29th Mr E Gadd I X Branch

VISITGRS WEIOQUE = 20p
NAILSEA LOCAL HISTORY SCCIETY

The Neilsea Scciety welcomed the appointment of Mirs Hewitt as programme Secretary
and already +e have been rewerded by an excellent lecture by Mr Pullan on the
Parish surveys of Chelvey, Nailsea and Backwell, On the 12th December three
memvers spokes

Mrs Betty Hickalls on "Nailsea Families"
Ted Douglas on "Perish Registers"
Harry Tommett "What is locel history".

Research is progressing well, Mrs Nickalls recording details from the Holy
Trinity Tomb Stones; Judith Atkinson and Ted Douglas continue their giant
%ask copying the Parish Registers, Peter Wright our Secretary continues his
study of the Mailsea Surveyors Account Books, Mr Claverton an enthusiastic
member copying the tattered remains of Poor House bills and Harry Donzett
is deeply submerged in the anzlysis of Rent Books for 1843.

Siudents of Nailsea Gamprehensive School under the superyision of Mrs Shave
their Fistory Teachexr are trenscribing the tapes of old ¥ailsoniand ecorded

by Mr Smartand all of us ave merely - ° |__ the surface of material to be
studied, /scratching
January 9th Mr A-Rome FRIBL Nineteenth Century Work in local Churches

February 13th Mr B J Greenhill A.C.M. Aspects of local history

March 13th Mrs Betty Nickalls They lived and worked in Nailses
Lpril 10th Mrs K Crowley Medizeval Coins
Hay 8tn Mr Eric Cadd The S.S. Great Eritain

June 11th/.eeeaces




June llth Sunday Visit to S.8. Great Britain

July 10th T p.m, Visit to Redcliffe Caves h

September 11th Miss M,Williams Bristol City Archivist
An Introduction to Archives

October 9th Mr Peter lazarus Headmaster of the Downs School
. Yailsea Glass

November 13th Mr K M Hewitt 'Surnames’

December 11th To be enncunced

WESTBUE Y=C¥=TRYIM LOCAL HISTORY GRCUP

Take great pleasure in announcing their winter programme,
Janvary 13th Mr Cleeve is giving an illustrated telk on Old Bristol
February 10th Mr Gordan is talking on the Severn Ferry Boatg

March 10th Mr 4nton Bantock is giving a talk on the History of Eristol
from its earliest Days up to the Tudors

¥rs Layzell, a member of the Committee has arranged these attractions which she
ig sure members will wish to supprort,Priends are welcome,

THE HERALDRY SCCIRETY OF AVON Fred Rapsey,
9 Arley Park, Cotham, Bristol

Over the past two years, the Fristol Heraldry Society has mounted two
exhibitions, one in the window of the former Leek and Westbourne (now
Britennia) Building Society in Baldwin Street and one in the foyer of

the Royzl Hotel, College Creen, with the help of House Of Lewis. Articles
have also appeared in QUEST, the organ of, ALHA, to which BHS is in the
process of affiljating.

I propose to use this as a basis of the Heraldry Society of Avon, the

main aim of which shall be the compilation of AN AVON ARMORIAL, which

is a picture~book of zs meny comts-of-arms associated with the county as
possible, This would include towns,schools, companies, societies, institutions,
colleges, prominent local people and 30 on. One would hope that these

bodies might contribute towards the cost of this, particularly as it would
provide publicity for their companies etostera, ILast year I contacted Aven
County who said thet, although in these financielly restrained times there
would be no support, there might well be in the future - distance unspecified.
I have ad some experience in fund raising, so maybe it would not prove
impossibie.

If you are interested please get in touch with me at the above address.
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Bol.eSe = BRISTOL INIDUSTRIAL ARCHABOLOCICAL SOCIETY

Open meetings are held on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 p.m. &% the
Bristol City Museum (enter by the right-hand side door and ring
the bell)

Sunday 22 January in afternoon walk to visit the Quarries on
Winterbourne Down. To be led by Terry svans.
lieet at 2 p.m., Winterbourne Down Green ST 646793.

Tuesday 31 Jamuary Film Lvening

Tueeday 14 February Historical Development of Bedminster - A ta.k
by Mrs J. Phillip, Senior issistant Archivist,
Bristol City Hecord Office

Saturday 25 February Anmual General Meeting

Tuesday T March Vieit to M. Shed, Wapping Wharf;
Bristol City Museunm Project. (members only)

Sunday 12 March Bullo Pill and Lydney Harbour. -Leader Alan
Tonkin. Meet 11 a,m. at Severn Bridge Service
Car Park.

Sunday 9 April Open Day lxcavations, Edge Tool Works, Mells,

Somerset: from 11 a.n.
Further information from John Cordwell: 658256

Tuesday 11 lpril Somerset I.A. Society has arranged an ocuting to
slate mines in Somerset. Meeting at 10.15 a.m.
in the car park, Wellington. (on right when
approaching by 438) Bring walking boots & pienic.

Further information about BIAS may be abtained from Bob Martin,
7 Rodway Hill, Mangoisfield,Bristol. Tel: 563194

-l .

H.4.R.G. = BRISTOL ARCHABOLOGICAL RUSEARCH GROUP

Further information can be obtained from the Hon. Secretary,
Miss G. Plowright at Briatol City Museum, or the Hon. !'femberehip
Secrstary, Mrs Sandalls, 41 Marling Road, St. George.

4 bulletin is produced three times a year, edited by Mrs Parker. (Tel 46997)

Subseriptions (due on 1 Jamuary) £2 for those over 18
- £3 for husband and wife
£1.40 for 0APs
40p under 18 (associate membership)

(Special outings are arranged for under 18s and a four day trip
once a year)

Winter Programme: Lectures are held at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday evenings

12 Januaxry Mies Plowright - Some Archaeological Animals

2 February David Dawson -~ Churches and their !rchaeological
Significance

2 March L.V. Grinsell - Gtonehenge and the Druids




SPRING PROGHAMME

8th February J W Sherbourne - Characteristics of West Country Merchant shipping
7.%0 pm City Museum N

25th February AGM followed by Dr 4J Parker, 'Trade in the Reman BEmpire!
2.15 po City Museum.

18/19th March Envircnmental Archaeclogy, & weekend held in conjunction with
the Extra Mural Dept, 10.30 am Extra Mural Dept.

18t April Symposiym on Roman Pottery 10,30 am Museum

15th April John Hurst - Trade in Pottery in the 16th and 17th centuries
7.30 pm City Museum,

LECTURES IN ASSOCIATICH WITH THE EXTRA MURAL DEPARTMENT

%5p eack or £1.75 for the course.

9th Janvery Henry Hurst - Recent excavations in the Punic, Roman and Byzantine
Port of Carthage,

23rd January Phillip Dixon - Prickley Hill, Gloucestershire: recent development
at the Neolithic and Bronze Age Hill Fort.

6th February D, Miles - The Upper Thames Valley: A research of its Archaeclogy
in the light of reecent and current work.

27th February Henry Cleeve - the Iron Industry in Roman Briiain with special
reference to the Forest of Dean,

6th March Dr Fllison - Excavations at the Uley Roman Temple,

e e e o i o e O e S e e e e e e o s Wg
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1 MEMBFRS SYMPOSIUM 2 pm Saturdey 14th January, %
.
*
¥ Dr Ellison - Archaclogical ‘implicetions of guarrying in Avon. x L
% John Saysell JRedfield Methodist Chureh, Bristol *
% John White and Jim BEandcock-Some recent aeriasl photography in Avon ¥
% Ir Parker-Stoke Gifford Roman Site ¥ :
% Ir Sluggett=A preliminary Report on some Mummies in the City Museum. x
% Mike Ponaford-Bristol Castle ¥
% -
3 TEA AND BISCUITS * 1

3“%% B B o R R o o e e s o o S R b b ST RS b T a0 5 s a s
PARISHE SURVEY UNIT

Anyone already carrying dut or intending to carry out 2 Parish Survey might

be interested in contacting Miss _Plowright at the City Museum, BARG are

hoping to encourage the use of a standard recording form throughout the County oy
go thar resulte can more readily be collated and processed,

-t
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MALAGO 'HCHIVES COMMITTEE - Dedminster Down School

Since the new term siarted in Sepiewber, we have been kept busy with

various activities, not least among these , our entries for the ALHA

Fsgay Competition. We have recently embarked upon a second series of
evening ciamsses for the public, and have so far had attendances of over

30 people each time. Iror each of these meetings we take one speeific subject
and re-tell all we know in readings, talks, recordings and dramatic
vresentntions, After calling up the Nymphs of the Halago river, toguther
with their favourite god, lieptune, at our first meeting, the evening finished
with a nighty thunder and rain storm! We have also discussed Bishopsworth
lanor, old family businesses in the area, the Bedninster School Board and

the development of education, Boer War and Crimean War diaries, and hope

to enjoy = special evening with a Victorian flavour (including mince pies,
tenor soloist, lantern slides and games round the pieno) to finish near
Christmas. ’

In betweon these meetings we have had visits to the ALHA exhidition at
Thornbury, to Ashton Court Mansion end Redcliffe Caves = both the latter
available on application to the City Engineer's Depariment, Caboi Iicuse,
Deanery Road, Zristol 1. These two visits involved the flashing of many
torches, much to the delight of the younger members! We also hope to take
the evening class members on visits to Dundry Church and Bishopsworth Manor
House.

Our letest magazine - MALAGO 7 - has sold well, and No. 8 is under war,
We are also producing =2 similar publication on "The Ingide Story of tne
Smyths of Ashton Court", which we hope to have available in January.
A1)l this, interspersed with much interviewing, typing, setting up
exhibitions etc. keeps us out of mischief most of the time!l

MALAGO FRIZE for the LOCAL HISTORY ESSiY COMPETITION

Malago have very generously donated a special prize for the besi entrant
under 15 of £5.

[
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WINTERDOURME HOUSE - Terance Moody - Published by F. Bailey and Son Ltd.,
Dursiey, Glos.

This is a most interesting attempt to loock at a single 'vernacvlar' Luilding
in great 2ctail. The Look has two main seciions the firet rehearsing all the
aveilable material on the occupants of the house and the second examining the
congtruction of the building.

I+ is & book well worth the attention of anyone with an interest in vernacular
architecture and it should also have a good sale in this locality. For the
general reader it has cerizin shortecomingas. The title of the book iz printed
oi this dust cover Lut not either the spine or, as is the usuwal convention, on
a title page so it would have been useful to have had one of the excellent
photographs of the house at the beginning. The author is mosi meticulous

in his assenmbly of information but for the gensral reader there sre yrobably
two few conclusions drawn. )
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HERALDRY FROM THE AVON AREN - 3

svon County - How it might have been

I have already disagreed at length with Avon's arms (WUHST 5) and concurred
with a number of good features, so I shall not repeat myself. The picture
you will see is my conception of a coat-of-arms for Avon which is in my
opinion preferable. However much it is an improvement, it could never be
adopted - nor could any other ideas - for once granted, a coat-of-arms (more
properly called an Achievement) cannot be altered without some alteration in
the statns or function of the armigerous (arms-bearing) body.

To explain the picture - I have retained the gea-stag idea, this is quite
outstanding, but I have removed the superflugus roundels which were supposed

tc represent the six district councils. Hav}™fert the sinister see~stog I
adapted the dexter one to a sea~unicorn, to preserve links with Bristol,

the supporters of the arms of which is an ordinary unicorn. The compartment or
base I have left slone also, although I was tempted to put in oak leaves and
acorns from Baih's arms or Welsh leeks.

On the shield, in the lowest part, is a (Bristol) ship bearing on its sail

~ (Gloucestershire) horseshoe. The sail is divided horizontally with the
horgeshoe so that an A (for Avon) appears. The ship sails on the sea (docks
of Gloucester & Bristol - also Royal Portbury lock), which merges with the
River Avon in the compartment. On the ship are six portholes, representing
the six district councils., Above the ship is = battlemented wall in the

shape of an inverted 'V' , The wall comes from Bath's and Bristol's arms, and
the 'V' shape (chevrong from Gloucestershire's srma. Above this again are a
crossed mace (Somerset) =nd key (Bath) - the end of which is 'A' shaped for
4dvon in the same way that the Bath key is 'B' shaped.

ibove the helmet is the creet, which is = mural crown (Glos) from whish issués
o demi-dragon or wyvern. In Gloucesterhsire's srms a demi-lion is issuant,

in these the dragon of Somerset/Wyvern of Wessex is issuant, holding in its
claws & four-bladed propellor, to refer to the aireraft connections. These
begin in 1910 with the bGoxkite and continue with Uoncorde.

It will be observed that in this version, symbols have been merged rat .er

more than in the authorized one. For example, the two major cities huve mnot been
confined to the crest, and the 'Six' reference is not so heavily played upon,
although the six points of the stag, the six portholes in the ship and the six
battlemente on the crest of course refer to the councils. There are other points -
the propellor forms a cross = this could be taken to refer to Bristol Cathedral,
Bath Abbey and of course ileynsham Abbey that was so brutally ravaged by 2 road in
the early 1960s. I wonder if any readers can spot any other involuntary allusions!

Blazon: Gules, in chief crossed saltirewise a2 mace and a key having a capital
4 ag the locking piece both or; Or per chevron embattled a ship sable
having six portholes argeni sailed argent and gules cherged with a
horseshoe points downwards, counterchanged and fimbriated of the same, all
on a sea barry wavy azure and argent. For supporters, dexter a sea-unicorn
proper gorged with an antique croem or, sinister a sea-stag proper gorged
the same, having six tynes on each antler. Ior crest, a muzral crown
of six crenels issuant from which a demi-dragon or rampant guardant,
#grasping an seroplane propeilor of four blades. 4ll on 2 compartment
composed of two grassy mounts divided by water barry wavy argent and
agure, For badge the sinister supporier, granted separatelr.

The crest can be worn by employecs of Avon only, on buttons, blazers etc.

Note: I would draw the attention of anyone who is offended by my critigue of
avon's authorized arms and my subsequent alternative that I present
both articles in the spirit of fruitful debate and exchange of views,
and that any offence teken is not engendered by the intention of

Fred Rapsey.







ANALYSING THE CEXSUS

This iz our weekly Resurrection

Our homesmade Judgement Day

With the dead lined up for inspection
In the assessors'! neat array

Whenice they came and where they went
kLre problems for our weekly wonders
Apply your glass so you will not miss
The slightest scrap of plunder.

List them then by age and stetus,
‘Occupation, birthplace, class
Slow, steady, careful tabulation
Must soon yield some facts st last,

So get them packaged and done with
Listed, sorted and checked so they may
Show up clearly in neat dessication

Cn a chart or a graphic display

This must be our peculizr snswer

What's really ' important we'll miss
We'll not know what grieved or ailed them
wnat they kmew of scund sleep or a kiss

The lists now safely back in the file
We've added more facts to our tellj

Picked pecples' names frem the columns
Thank Ged we can't pick at their souls.

C.J. Spittal

The followini: extract is from Peter Laslett's "The World we have lost”.

Having demonstrated that Gregory King was probably correct when he
estimated the average age of the population at 273, Laslett continues -

"We must imagine our ancestors, therefore, in the perpeiual presence

of their offspring., A good 705 of all households coniained child»en....In
the pre-industrial world there were children everywhere; playing in

the village street and fields when they were very small, hanging

round the farmyards and getting in the way, until they = .ce hig enough to
be given child-sized jobs to do; thronging the churches; for ever
olinging to the ski¥ts of women in the house and wherever they went

and above all crowding round the cottage fires.

Tha perpetual distraction of childish noise and talk must have affected
everyone almost all the time, except of course the gentleman in his
study or the lady in her boudoir; incessant interruptions to answer
questions, guieten fears, rescue from danger or make peace between the
quarrelling. These crowds and crowds of little children are strangely
absent from the written record, even if they are conspicuous enough

in the pictures painted at the time, particularly the outside scenes.
There is something mysterious about the silence of 211 these multitude
of babes in arms, toddlers and adolescents in the statemenis men made
at the time about their own experience. Children eppear of course, but
go geldom and in such an indefinite way that we know very little indeed
about child marture in pre-industrial times, and no confident promise can
be made of knowledge yet to come."




COUNTY NEWS

AGGOCIATE MEMBERSHIF The Committee has become increasingly aware of the
number of people, particularly in ryural areas who have ne immedizte local
society and would like to be direct members of the.County Asscciation., At
present subscriptions are based only on Society membership but it is proposed
that an individual subscription should be determined at the next Committee
Meeting and that the new class of membership ghould then be entitled Lo the
same advantages as Society Members,

- (Notice frem Cemmittee to Review Local History -
26, Pedford Square, London. WCTB 3HU, Tel: 01-636-4066).

Since the end of the Second World War very considerable growth has taken place

in the interegt shown by people in local history as a subject of enquiry and of
recreation, From its formetion in 1948, the Standing Conference for Local
History has been the only nationsl orgenisation concerned solely with encouraging
the study of local history and the provision of the services needed by those
engaging in the work. The stage has been reached in the development of local
history, and in that the Conference itself, when it has secemed timely to set

up an independent Committee "To make an assessment of the pattern of Interest,
activity, and of study, in local history in England and Wales; and to make
recomnendationg for meeting any necds revealed by amateur and professional local
historians for support and services”, Its Chairmen is the historian Lord Blake -
Provost of theQueen's Collge, Oxford University. B

BLAER COMMITTEE

To enable it to conduct thesenquiry, the Committes requires information and

ideas from individuals, groups, orgenisations and educational bodies and
establiciments, concerned with local history. An invitation is extended to those
who wish to make a submission in sccordance with thaterms of reference cited
above, te send it as soon as convenmiently possible and in any cese by the 28th
February 1978, to Lord EBlake, Committee to Review Local History, 26 Bedford Sguare
London WC1B 2HU,

It will faeilitate the work of theCommittee if those making submissicns will
incorporate in them certain information, Guidelines .are given below.

INDIVIDUALS should head their submissions vith their names and addrecses

and lists of any relevant local, county or national organisations of which they

are members, These details should be followed by short descripticns of the

local history activity or work in which they are presently engaged. It will be
useful if the committee can be told of any limitaticns imposed ¢n the interest

which they can exercise in local history because of present organisational
structures, or the nature or degree of the services available. Peoplc are geked —
o identify their needs and suggest if they can, how, and by whom, these might

be met,

GROUPS and CRGANISATICNS should hsad their submissions with their names and
addresses and give their dates of formation, These details chould be followed
by brief statements of aims, membership figures, md summarics on current activity
and work, including publications. If groups/organisations are inclined to
provide information also about their financial and administrative arrangemenis,
thig will be welcomed, If there are =zctivities in which groups or organisations
would wish to engage given certain conditions, i.e. necessary guidincegnew or
extended forms of support services, greater finenciel resources, it is heped
these will be mentioned, FPlease state the naturs of what is thought tbh be
reguired to enable the activities to go forward and make suggestions, if possible
about how, and whom, the reguirements might be met,

FOUCATTONA BODTFS and ESTARLISHMENTS should head their submissions with their

names and addresses., These details should be followed by short statements indicating
the length of time in which they have been active in local history. and the

form and extent of their current work, It will be of interest to the Committee

to ¥now of arguments for the development of any services which they would like

to see provided for local historians by their own or any other bolies. Similarly,
the institutions should express any views they may have about facilities which,

if zvailable, would sustain them and their staffs in their work for local histoly.



A

EDNTITORTAL COM TNT -

This is probably a unique opportunity for Local Societies to express their
problems and their needs and to contribute to the formation of the national
policy of the Standing Conference for Local Eistory. Many groups may find
it very hard to determine and then to express their asims, their resources
and therefore their requirements. Don't be put off, Lots of others will be
and the opportunity will he loat. The Blake Commitiee has unfortunately not
given us much time to get down to it, but please make a special effort before
February 28th,

HAIDBOOK It has been found necessary to increase the number of pages and it
may therefore be slightly more expensive, There will be 2 reduced price to
paid up ALHA members.

AVON LOCAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION

FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30TH FOVEMBER 1977

General Purposes
Affiliation Fee, Fxhibition Receipts

Credit Brought Porward 1/4/1977 £ 3.68

Receipts since 1/4/1977 £103,10

TOTAL £106.78

Less Associated Expenditure 87.91
(NCTE: £46,99 is the total of Net Credit £ 18,87

Affiliation Fees received
for year 1977/78)

Quest Magazine

Credit Brought Forward 1/4/1977 £ 15,28

Receipts from sales ginece 1/4/1977‘* £ 5463

TOTAL £ 69,91
Less Associated Expenditure 19.67
Net Credit £ 50.24
The Handbook -
Donations Brought Forward 1/4/1977 £ 10.00
Donations Received Since 1/4/1977 £235,00
Advertising Revenue received £ 60,00
Net Credit £305,00%
£374.11
—

#NOTE The sum of £305.00 has been placed on a Share Account
with Naticnwide Building Society.

G.S.Dear
Hen, Treasurer




NON-P’ YMENT OF MEMBERSHIP AND QUEST SUBSCRIPTIONS

lany members of local societies may feel that the County Organisation is

o fashionable umbrella being sported when there is no likelihood of rain.

In Avon, the County Association is necessarily very low and its direction

is still very much open to enterprise. However, it does have one or two

very obvious functions. From time to time it will provide a link with
various national bodies. It can provide a forum for publicity useful
information of general interest and can act as a forum of exchange between
local societies. It can collate similar information gathered frou all parts
of the country and it can promote, where relevant, the uge of standard methods
of collection, The hesociation is unlikely to grow more beautiful but in the
long term its character will depend on the degree of interest shown by affiliated
societies. If subscriptions remain unpaid, the Association will cease to
function. If members are angered by its shortcomings, please criticise but

pay up!

TR T S S

JOINT CONFERENCE OF THE AAC AND ALHA - held at Kingswood on Movember 26th

Poeeibly the greatest value of conferences is that they are good 'get
togethers' and in this particular case the primary object wes to zet
together with the AAC, The Avon Archaeological Council is the umbrella
organisation for the archaeclogical societies, as the ALHA is for Local
History Societies, and its general aim is to promote all types of
archaeological work. It has 17 affiliated societies and publishes soring and
auturn newsletters. liiss Plowright is the edifor and copies en be obtained
from the City Museum.

Like most Conferences it was bad in parts, occasionally excrutiating, but on the
whole, very worth while., Half-an-hours grace at the beginning, =and the same for
tea, gave averyone a chance to chat and loock at Georges' very comprehensive
bookstall.

The subjects to be covered by the programme of eight talks looked particularly
enticing but some of the most interesting topics were made almost unbelieveably
tedicus for considersbly more than the ten mimutes allocated, However, the good
speakers made it worth bearing with the rest and one of the most entertaining
(and better timed) was that on Documentary Sources by liichael Costen.

The verme wae not ideal. The Zion Church may once have inspired the hopeful
but it was old, discouragingly umcomfortable and so vast that it was difficult
to hear some speakers and to see illusirations. For those unfzmiliar with the
locality, it was difficult to find and had the additional hazards of being in
= one way residential side street, on 2 bus route.
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AVON ARCHAEOLOGICAL COUNCIL

Seturday May 6th
S sium lorton Radstock on the Archaeclo of the Ares
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GLUJCESTIRSHIRE DIALECT WCRD-LISTS

The contribution to "Quest" No.5 which offercd "an explanation of explinations"
for certain Gloucestershire dialect words listed in William Marshall's

"Rural® Economy of Gloucestershire" made very proper acknowledgement to the
'Oxtford English Dictionery'. Perhaps it may interest readers to ¥now of some
other publications useful to anyone searching out facts about local speech.

Every bit is essential as '0,E.D.! (originally may I respectfully point out
'N.E.D.' or "Few English Dicticnary") compiled by Joseph Wright and issued

in six volumes between 1898 end 1905, Beside this work every item but one
subsequently mentioned pales into relative insignificence., The point to remember
in usirg these compllations, eech immortalised into initialese, is that 'N.E.D.'!
is aszembled from citations drswn from literary sources whereas 'E.0.D.!' was
compiled frem reports of contemporary spoken dialect sent tb the editor fram
collaborators.all over the country, Sometimes Joseph Wright cheeked ~his informatior
by correspondence and added to his manuscript material extracts from books in

or atout English dialeets added to his perscnal library as a result of welentless
serutiyy of bocksellers' catalogues. Although Joseph Wright spent thirty-seven
years of his teaching life in Oxford it is reported that he only visited the
Bodleian Library once'd:

Joseph Wright's six-yolume work inchuding the "English Dizlect Crammge" also
published separately; has been properly acclaimed by present—day authority

a8 a 'remarkable schievement which has not yet been superseded”>? Some care
should however be exercised in usi it; the phonology is explaingd by a method
net in line with modern practice &eographical locations for districts where
individual words were collected are toc extensively defined being give. as
general rreas rathoer than particular places. Nevertheless any enquirer who
ignores this work to-day does do at his peril,

To anyone with an interest in medieval Gloucestershire dislect forms +i.e

edition of Robert of Gloucestershire's Chronicle (c.1300) by Thomas Heapne
originelly published at (xford in 1724 and later re-~issued by Samuel Hagster of
London (as volume 1 and 2 of Hearne's "Works") may be of interest, It contains
an extensive glossary,of one hundred and thirty pages but it could be wise to
check the explenations with those in a modern general Middle Fnglish Dictionaryd

Perhaps tle earliest gystermatic cbservations on 2 Modern English dialect are

those by John Smyth on the speech of the Berkeley Distriet, These corments

appecr on pp. 23-33 of the third volume of Smyth's "Degcription

of the flundred of Berkeley" edited by Sir John Maclean and published in 1885

a work femilier to every serious local historien in our erea. They were also
reprinied by J. Drummond Robertson as an sppendix to his glossary of Gloucestershire
dislect words issued in 1890 by the English Dielect Society,

Smyth, writing in the early seventeenth century, spprosched his task i+ a fashion
anticipatory of the nineteenth, There are observations on phenology; for example
the cipthongs then used in the Berkeley srea when pronouncing such words &s
‘rusty' (rendred 'rowsty') or 'use' (rendered 'youse') and on forms which Smyth
secognised aa belonging to an earlier stage of the language and grodually
becoming obsclete (e.g. 'gehoren' for 'born'). Smyth also identified the
West Country phenomenon on 'voicing' (gound produced when air from the lungs is
passed through the vocal oords causing them to vibrete) initial *f' ag 'v!
varthinge' for !'farthing') snd the correspondent 'unvoicing! of 'v' to 'f!
'fenison' for 'venison'). His delightful comment on these changes Is "So
powerful 2 prerogative of transplatacon heve wee hundreders over the 4_.phabet",

Cont/.........
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William Marshall's list of dialect words referred to in Muest" no 5 was drawn
from tie Vale area of Gloucestershire and so includes the distriet in which =
Smyth worked., ILike Smyth's list it was also reprinted by the! English,

Dialect SocietyS

The next work to be noticed is an anonymous “Clossary of Provincial Words

ueed in Gloucestershire" which appeared as & small octavo pamphlet i 1851,

The suthor may have been Sir George Cornewall Lewis (1806-1863) a one-time

editor of the "Edinburgh Review", Liberal M.P. for Herefordshire from 1847

to 1852 and a pioneer investigator of the languzge of politics who certainly
wrote a similar volume for Herefordshire including some Gloucestershi.re yords s
Both publications were part of a series which, it seems, was intended to cover all
the Hnglish counties, The early demise of the project need not be regretted. —
Solecisms (e.g. 'docity' for 'docility') and folk-etymologies are adnitted freely
alongside true dialect words and some of the explanations provided have lost the
relevance thay had for mid nineteenth-century resders (e.g. the rendering of a
Tsetting-pin' 2s a 'dibble'). The inclusion-of Jjust five proverbs exmerpted

from = previcus collection by T.D. Fosbroke emphasises the perfunctory and
superficial quality of this publicaticn.

Richard Webster Huntley's "Gloseary of the Cotswold (Gloucestershire) Dialect"
publistied by John Russell Smith in 1868 borrowed heavily from the previous

woxk. It was also largerand included etymelgies, remarks on gramuatical usage
and on sound-changes. A1l should be received with the utmost caution end
re=checked in 'E.D.D.' or 'N.E.D.' The firm of John Russell Smith, although
hredly adding lustre to its lists by publishing the Reverend Huntley's lexicom,
had established scomething of & reputatiom during the nineteenth cent iy

by its programme of philological publications, One of the founders 7 the firm
produced a bibliography of bocks in or sbout English dialects in 1827. This

8till has some use but the details given in it should be supplementcd by reference-
1o Skeat and Nodal's bibliography of 1275—18777312& to the bibliography in 'E.D.D.!
Nothing comparable has sppesred since.

J. Drummond Hobertson produced his "Glosgx' of Dialect and Archaic Wowds used
in thé County of Gloucester" above the imprint of the English Dialect Society

in 18900 His debt to Funtley is as obvious as was Huntley's to hie anonymous
predecessor. Robertson represenis a real step forward in Gloucestershire
dislect astudy although his book could have been greatly improved by the use of a
better method for gathering contemproary meterial than sending three hundred and
thirty-one circular tc rural clergy. 4 disillusioned gompiler observed in his
preface 1 .t "he response was disappointing, showing a2 general lack of interest
on the part of men whose education and surrcundings should best fit them to

hel> us in preserving the speech of the people in whose midet they live,and to B
whem they minister"? I[n fact that very education and those particular surrounding
were things held in such awe by ordinary country people that mcre often than not
they would tend to avoid the use of dialect, as far as possible, in their
conversaticia withwelergy who often also felt a sense of social superiority or had-
one thrust upon them by their perishoners. Therefore Robertson's information

wae not drawn direectly from users of the dialect but was only a partial record
trensmitted at second=-hand., In fact only sixteen Jincumbentsanswered his

circulars and only one of those seems to have incorporated in his reply mgterial
drawn not from his own experience. Places in the present Gunty. of Avon from
which Robertson received lists comprised Tortworth, Rockhempton, Falfield,
Wintervourne and Westbury-cn-Trym.

Yomes of villages or regions where words were recorded-are given in square
trackets after most entries or else =z reference to the appropriate w:-itten —
euthority. Ocecasionally illustraiions of actusl usage in complete s:ntences

are provided; these may be colloguizl or drawn from literary sources,

Cont/......-. 1




John Smvih's survey of Berkeley ussge in the seventeenth century is
reprantad in an appendix together with "“George Ridler's Oven" (once
referred to as 'Gloue estershire's national anthen'), another specimen of
tizlect verse and two prose pieces. Ome of the latter is by Sydney
Savory Buckman, a great authority in his day on ammonites, and the son
of Jares Buclman who had been Prof essor of Geology and Botany at the Royal
Jgriealtural College, Cirencester, and had himgelf done some dialect
writing. S.5. Buckman married Mary Holland, daughter of Robert Hollawd,
one of the two compilers of & 'Dictiol of English Plant Hames' alo
ispued by the English Dialect Socisty. Amongst other specialised
aubject dialect dictionaries issued by this same society are collections
of agriculatural terms (Publication No. %0), ornithological terms
iPublication YNo. 4731qnd1§olk phrases partly from Gloucesiershire
Publication nos 73)

Robertsons's two hundred and thirty-six page gloseary is still valuatie
af'ter vearly one hundred years. Unlike Huntley, Hobertson recognised his
limitcticns in philological work (his primavy interest was in numismatics)
and grammatical analyses and phonetic transcriptions which he felt he
could 113§ do well he left alone. The consciéntious collecticn he ma:e

is carefully edited and informatively amnotated., It is a great pity that
his r.ligious or aristocratic friends did not serve him more adeguately.

in infinitely superior method of collecting information by questiornaire,
both with regard to the design of the guestionnaire itself and to the
gocial positions of those to whom it was addressed, was employed by the
directors of the Survey of English Dislects which began publication in the
garly 1°60s and was organised from the Department of English Language and
Meaieval Imglish Literature at Leeds University. GCloucestershire is
ineluded in volume 2 covering the "West liidland Counties". The method
suployud was to provide field workers with carefully-planned lists of set
guestions identical for every part of the country and grouped un‘er the
headings of The Farm, Farming, /Animals, Social aActivities and States, Actions
and Relations. Hach of thuse and their various subsections are assigned

a nunber and respondents! answers are also set out in claseified form using
on abbreviation for the name of the county and a number for the vill.ge
whera the response was obtained., For example, under Group VII (dumpers,
Time and Wether), Section 5 (The Daily Meals), Sub-Section 12 (Heale Jut),
the =et question is "What do you call the food you take to work witl. you as
& meal?". The answers, arranged under heading 2461 (Gloucestershirve) are:
1 (Deorhurst) tommy; 2-4(Gretton, Bream Whiteshill) tommy; 5 (Sherbome)
dirmer; 6 (Slimbridge) grub, dinner; 7 (Latteridge) dimper. This ie not
the place ito di=zcuss the results of that particular engquiry, but it is
interesting to see how 'tommy' s8till survivegin a small village very near
to Gloucester whilst 'dinner' breaks what would otherwise be 2 fairly
undevisting 'isogloss' (line linking places with common dialectal foatures)
by its intrusion into the Cotswold area near present-day middle-class Bourton-
on-the-Water.

The answers obtaingd by the survey of English Dialects are recorded

in the International Phonetic .ilphabet but this need prove no serious
obstacle to the interested non—specialist, The total vocabulary of
responses is printed in capitals at the head of each sub-section and the
interpretation of their phometic renderings can thus be mastered with but
a few minutes practice by those whose interest is chiefly1§n the words
themselvea rather than in their differing promunciations.

Finally, the glossary compiled by the present writer as an appendix to

J.5. Muore ed: 'The Goods and Chattels of our Forefathers!, Phillimore, 1976
gnd printed on pages 290-338 of that work contains dialect worcs. The
purscae of this glossaxy wae to explain obscure terms used in probate
inventories of the late 16th, 17th and 18th centuries and the content
therefore is a matter of historical dislectology. The great reward was

in the discovery of some %en or a dozen words actually used by the paople
of Hngland but not in either 'E.D.D.' or 'N.B.,D.' This was the firs?i
extensive use of probate inventories, a hiterto largely neglected sc.roe
for such material, in work on dialecis.




There are doubtless other discoveries which can still be madet in the

field'. Local historians, if they are doing their job thoroughly, should be

out and, zpout 'in the field' and by keeping their eers att ned they could make very
useful cbservations, Speech is part of special life and social 1lifc is part of the
fabric of loecal history, "Quest" could perform a useful function in assisting o~
such cbservations either by vublishing a regular 'question-and-answer' feature on
dielcet matters (there is no exisiing competition)or else by encouraging the

eppearonce of more articles on dialect study oxr more explansations similar to

thiat which prompted this attempt to give a general outline and assesszent of .
scme available reference works,

C.J. Spittal
18/11/9977 =
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THE HOTWELL SPA

A transeript of a talk given by Mrs. Doresn Layzell %o the Westbury-on~Trym
Local History Group.

At the beginning, it is best to get it clear that there was more tha: one
spring at Hotwells, but I am going to talk of the original spring which
gave ita name to the Hotwell Spa.

1)
Te warn springg existence, milky white and of a temperature of seventy-six
degrees, was launched ag far back as the dy15 William Worcestre, the 15 th century
Bristol Topographical Scholar, refers to it in his account of the
Clifton Gorge and St. Vincents Rocks. But he does not enlarge on its
curative qualities.

In thec17 it became better known. In June 1630, one John Bruckshaw .btained
a forty-year licence from the Crown, not only to dig in the rock of the
gorge for gold, silver and crystal, but also to "take in" the Hotwell water
and to make baths for the use of those who frequented the Springs.

In the calender of the State Papers, Domestic Series, appropriate to the reign
of Charles I, ig this entryi=

"Patition of John Bruckshaw to the King. Has found a fountain or spring of
water issuing from & high rock adjacent to the sea, in the Western Part of the
Kingdon, which cures meny diseases far beyond any known bath in the Kingdom.

It lies between high-water and low-water mark. Prays licence to make a wall
between the spring and the sea, and to search and dig in the rocks for minerals".

Its popularity from then on must have been considerable for in 1654 three
cavaliers from Norwich who stayed in Bristol on their tour of Ingland reported
a "good store of company”.

These cavaliers were a Ceptain, a Licutenant and an fncient - all thice were of
Military Company of Norwich. They gave an account of their travels snrough

26 counties which took them seven weeks, This is what they had to say of
Hotwellss=-

" ¥y the Havems Channel wee found a sirange Hotwell which came gushing

end pouring out of a mighty stoney recke, into the stream so nigh thereto,
by a rocky, and steep winding and craggy way, necar 200 slippry steps. which
place when the fide is gone now wants good store of company to wash in this
well, and to drink that warm and medicinable water, and for its rarity,
diverse carry some away with them.

Right over against this well on the side of the river, and out of as high a
rocke ns the other, there falls at that height into the same streanm, another
spring as cold, which is a strange coincidence in 80 snall a distance,for
one single ship at = full and high water, nay safely saile into the
harbour which is between these two high and rocky perilous hills, with a
silful and expert pilots

When we had felt and tasted the rare excellency of these.waters, we mounted up
againe, ar. for the space of an hour or two, layd aside our comanding
postures, and turned pioneers, to @ig and delve for some glittering

bastard diamond stones which that hill plentifilly afforded.”

Note that G. Wickham Legg, who edited the accounts of the travels of the

sbove says that 2 grains of sulphate of moda to a pint of water was the
nain ingredient, and that Bristol Diamonds were quartz erystals.
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About this time Dr. Samuel Ward who was master of Sidney Sussex College

at Cambridge from 1610-1643 anticipated a later practice and hed Hotwell -t
water sent to him to drink away from its source. If is as well to note,

that differing from Bath, bathing in the water was of little significance -
and another difference was the bottling of water for sale not only in

other parts of England and on the Continent, tut in the West Indian

Colonies. This must have been a considerable item in the output of the

Bristol {}la=s Works. Patrick McGarth, in his Book Briatol in the@

guotes Irom London Newspapers of the period who were displaying

advertisoments like the following, and I guote:-

"Famous Bristol Hotwell water, fresh from the wall will be sold and
delivered to any part of the town at six shillings per dosen bottles.
These bottles are of the largest size, and by the extraordinary favour of
the winds arrived but last week, eight days from Bristol, the cormon
passage being a month or six weeks. "

It is pertinent to note that advertisers have always been able to have tongue
in cheek where money is concurnsd. .

he water was also erfed in the Bristol Streets. In 1677 Jueen Catherine
of Braganza, the wife of Charles ], visited Hotwells giving it the =
respectability of royal patronage. =

In a few more years, the water came to be recommended for the complai.t

diabetes. This came about in an extraordinary way. About the vear 1580, two

ox three notevorthy persons died of the complaint, but a Mr. Gagg, 2 baker

of Castle Street, dreamed one night he drank of the Hotwell water, ani was

mightily refreshed by it. I, the morning he was 80 impressed by his dream, —
that he decided to try the water and to cut a long story short, according

to him he was cured in two to three days. This one instance got so m.oted abroad
that the water came to be believed as a cure - all for diabetes.. =

In it= earliest days it was supposed to be beneficial just for "hot livers,
feeble prainag . and red pluply faces", Sir Robert Atkyne mentioned this
in the /inc ens Present State of Gloucestershire (1712) and DanislDefoe refers
to it in this way in his Tour through England and Wales.

By thie *ime, early in the {(8 that this was noted, local and commercial —
enterprise had taken over.

Back in 1676, the Bristol Society ©f lerchant Venturers bought the o
motety of the Manor of Clifton which included Hotwell. They were no doubt

aware of the springs possibilities. In 1487 they leased the well to two

tenants for no more .then £2 a year. In 1695 the well was leased for 78

years, and at an annual rent of £5 to Charles Jones, & Bristol Sozp :tiiler

and Thomas Callow Hill, a <raper.

It was stipulated that they were to build a Pump Hoom, plus lodging houses, —
and to lay out walks giving better access to the well. This was to be done all

for 500, so it is not 8 ising that the Pump Room, which served its

purpose all throwgh the £1g was an unimpressive barn like building projecting

from the river bank overihe steep tidal mud, so 28 to enclose the Spring and

gereen it from the tidal Avon. In the Mall, Clifton, there is a picture in

a shep of the Spa as I've deseribed it.

In 1723 according to a satiricel skeich of the time, Bristol Hotwell was
already atiracting fashionable company. The Duchessesof Kent and Farlborough
were there and it refers to a Sir Buckley who sired children at fourtzen and
was & valitudinarian (a lovely word meaning poor health) by forty - hardly
surprisicg.
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For & full understanding of the spa in the (8 it must be remenbered trat it
ws a Swaser Spa (April until end of Septembe™ end didn't overlap the season
at Bath. Farleys Jourmal reported arrivals at the two spas; end we know that
tradesizn who did business at Bath in the Winter, could transfor to H:cwell
in the Sammer,

Clientele of both resorte were much the same, yet the lists of arrivals
sugzests that more of the aristocracy wentto Bath.

Most weeks, in the lists of nanes of people visiting Hotwells in Felix Farley,
"etc" is freguently given so an exact figure is not possible, But well over
seven hundred are named between 30 April and 5 October.

Lodgings 1muet have sprung up quickly.

In 1727 work had started on Iowp Sguare. s worship in the Parish Church of
Clifion meant a journey of two miles or to the equelly distant Catludral, a
chapel known as the Down Chapel was built and finished in 1746. itrs. Strangways
Hornex of Dorset giving £50 was top subseriber, while the Marquis of Granby,
after vhom Granby Hill was named, contented himself with 2 guineas.

Later in the century, for those who did survive in spite of their atte. dance
at the Spa, a strangers burial ground was arranged (this was half-way uip the
hill to Clifton Church). '

Peak period for the Spa was between 1760 and the year 1785, As Sketcheleys Bristol
Directory put it in 1775, the water was by that time taken for varied complaints
which included diabetes, dropsy,scorbutic maledies, dysentry, cancer and
venexmldisease, Ailments of the lungs kydneys& bladd®Care specially mentioned.

By now and in th end more controversality it was recommended for con- umptives.
Six glasi®s of the water was the total consumption a day.

But all was not pre-occupstion with "beal*: divissionswere theessence of a summer
stey at Hotwells. It was a time when gentlemen made the grand tour tut ladies
never, so the scenery was no doubt of great charm to them. The Avon s high tide
was of considerable scenic beauty and there were rivers picnics - someiimes with
music, There were glso trips as far as the site of present day Avonmouth or to
Portishead; or they caught the Rownham Perry to Long Ashton where, according to
:in;i:zt Waite, scruhpticus repastof strawberries or raspoerries and cream could

e <

Then for the energetic there were walks, rides or drives, Quite possibly, these who
went fhere for the water, which szacrliing o rerovis was all twoften polluted,

mzy have got far more benefit by the time nonk in thegood air on il Downs. And
Just as fashionable visitors to Bath enjoy>2 thegurrcunding scenery. they

enjoyed the view to South Wales from the vantage points of Kingslizstern or the
Gothic Tower of Blaise Castle. $

Hotwells had its literary sssociations, Chatterton the boy -pogtwas jafluenced
by the romantic scenery see his poem Clifton andS Mollett wrote Puir’ rey Clinks
in 1771 a satirical account for 2 mere fortnight by Matthew Bramble ar- his
perty. In this novel one male character says there is an awful stink and slime
everywhere and.another character describes a profusion of beeutifid flowers and an
ewchonting variety of moving pictures, Probably the truth lay between thetwo,

Lacause one charect t ; 2 y ‘i
conditiop. of eachccﬁohug% el?%u%&%o sher-wis/violentdyiin love, and sc the



Fanny Purney's Evelina came out in 1778 these two gave scmething of the
litorery fame which Sheridon bestowed in the same decade on Dath and later
Jane /nsten., From Fanny Burrey. one gathers the visitors were roflned, if
at timee af'coted and artificial, but they did delight in ©.. eatre.
Hotwells wan thus important for the blossoming of the Brist.l Liage. The
first thoatre to serve Hotwells and the Bristol public was opened in 1729,
1% was eited in an area which is now Jacob Wells Road. Thirty-seven years
later, in 1776, the Theatre Royal wee built largely modelled on Trury Lane,
The large capacity was no doubt determined by bookings from visitors to
Hetwells, and the two seasons coincided., Vhen in 1778, & royal licence
entitled the Theatre to be called the Theatre Hoyal, the patronage of
1Perscns of Rank and Fortune on account of their taking the medical waters'
was given as a reason for this concession.

In 1785 the Pump Room was improved and a colonnade with elegant 1ittl: shops
was huilt. But it wasn't long before an irreversible decline overtook Hotwells,

The ney Tenant in 1790 had to pay a high rent and the increased charges deterred
visitors,

But more important was the growing controversy and the effectivenegs of the
water as a cure for consumption. This was chnllenged by a local phyeician
Mr, Beddois , who set up his institution in Down Square, but who preferred to
live in Upper Clifton. \

It was his verdict which was the final cause of the collapse of the Cpa.

A lesser authority but one especially interesting to us in Weathiry—cr=Trym,

is Robert Southey who influenced by the climate of opinion of Ir. Teddois end
nis followers, and writing under the lively pseudonym of Don Meminl Alvarez
Esprietta held the water to be of no use to consuptives, and mentions the
rather dreary sight of ailing people gasping for their last treath of air.

I prefer to reflect on Hotwells on its heyday of Social Life and entertainments.,

1 have a few footnotes to sdd.~' s's

1. The first theatre which I mentioned was built in 1729 next to an ale
house in Jacob Wells Road Arsa had a hole in the wall througit which
supplies could be passed to the members of the company.

2. There were lively enmergetic public breakfasts arranged at some =~ the
lodging houses with cotillici- ==4 ccuntxy dances.

2, In 1822 Mr., Boltgn attempted %z —~ive the Spa.
1867 Yew Pump Room demolished :h= “ctwell Point was removed, Ihe Spring

was enclosed and piped to & Groito. L pump was get un ir 14877 - but there was

a gquery whother the water was from the original spring. Nevertheless, this
was £till in use up to 1913 = according to the records 350 pecple a day
vartook,

Lttempts have been made to find the original spring. There were borings in
1913 and again in 1925,

The only reminder left to us is the colonnade now in sad dacay.

References: Bssay by Bryan Little in the BEesays on Bristol and
Gloucestershire Hiestory - The Centensry Volume of the Bristol Archaeological
Society =nd references contained therein.
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ALHA = SBECOND ANNUAL EXHIBITION
held at St. lary's ry's Parish Hall, Thornbury on nbury on October 22nd, '77

Ideally, this report should not have been written by an exhibitor
directiy involved in the event and the Editor intends %o be more
ruthless in future in trapping the unwary bystander.

Firstly, it mmst be said that a great deal of work goes inte an
exhibition and our thanks must go to Tom Crowe who initiated the whole
programme and organised every lz:ut detail from the road signs to the
refreghments. It was certainly a success in that it mede a small
profit and attendance was slightly higher than that reported by my
predecessor for the previous exhibition.

Oyr thanks should also go to the societies who contributed - without
volunteers there would have been no exhibition. Only one group failed to
turn up but unfortunately, as they had required a consider=ble area of
vertical display space, an urmecessary number of exhibition stands were
hired.

Mre ufertunately, the lectures which followed the exhibition were

very poorly attended. Mr. Spittal has kindly reproduced his talk “or
tuest but many of the others were wasted. It was probably too much to
cxpect the general audience to stay while the Exhibition closed dewn and
the exhibitors themselves had elready hed a long hardworking day.

A smell sub-committee has been set-up to consider what kind of ~ront
should be held this year and the members would be very pleased .- hava
comnents on the previous exhibitions and suggestions for the & .=
Please write to the Secretary, John Arbuthnot, at the Community Corncil.

THCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TH.. ABOVE

Receipts Expenditure
B £ p
Gate money at 20p Cost of notices 10, 00
arson 281 onlefer 56.20
P pe Cost of hiring exhibition 6. 60
Sales of 'Guest! 8.64 miends
(1ssues 1 to 5) (st of hiring tables 2. 00
Donation from Oout of hiring the 15. 00
G Eincheliffe - 1.90 hibition hall *
2 : >
Anvigaeieg i,Murance premium 4. 05
Profii on refreghments 7.75 Posteges and Sundry items 4. 65
of stationery x
Telephone czlls 1. 50
Ixcesz of Income over
expendd ture 16, 39
£ 73.59 £°73: 59

(Signed) G.S. Dear

Hon, Treasurer.




Shortened and revised version of a talk given at the Second ALHA
kxhivition held at Thornbury on October 22nd 1977.

A second part dealing with the Bristol Popular Lectures after
the First Jorld War will appear in the next issue of "Quest".

BRISTOL POPULAR 1V TURKS PART 1 (1891-1215)

A reading of the annually-pub!Iched prospectuses of tha "Trisiol Popular
Lectures" held at the llerchant Venturers' Technieal College in Unity
Street, Bristol from 1891 to 1939 affords a fascinating insight not

only into contemporary popular cultural interests but also illustrat:a

a2 remarkably welleplanned and commercizlly successful efucsiion:l
enterprise, The lectures were authorised only one month =I=ar "l
appointment of Julius Wertheimer as Principal on June 1a. 290,

Many of the lectures were either extremely topical or premonitory
of later public interest and approbation. The subjecis chcsen were either
well up with the times or she=d of them.

For example, electricity first became available for purchascv . Eristol

on August 28th 1893 and. just over a year later Professor Vex ' loimer
lectured on Electricity versus Gas. He returned to the subjcr % again in
January 1915 but then intriguinsly took Gas versus Electricity as his title.

Lectures on music provide an squally srnropriate example of anticipation.

In the sithteen-nineties audiences listoned to programmes of 'composed!

songs in which the lecturer sither performed as a soloist or was assisted

on the platform by a soloigt. By 1903 however a IMrs. Kate Lee had already
lectured on folk-song, two years before the Board of Education had officially
pointed out that a satisfactory musical education should include such
“raditional' songs which, in a rather charming phrase, it called "the

idiom of the people". lirs, Lee was followed up in 1910 by Cecil Sharpe who
in the Chew Stoke area in 1907-1908 had collected some of his songs (including
the fanous "Foggy, Foggy Dew"). Then folk-song was a minority interest, a
state of affairs cnly altered about+-the time of Sharpe's death in 1924.

Begt-selling authors of the day were frequent visitors to Unity Street
before and after the First World War, Jerome XK. Jerome whose "Three Men in a
Boat" had been first published by Arrowsmiths of Bristol leciured on
"Humouz" in 1899 and exactly the same subject was chosen by the Reverend
Jokn Watson ("Ian Maclaran"¥ in 1906, This reverend gentleman was oue of
the first writers to make & large fortune from popular fiction zand had two
of his books in the first list of best-selling novels in the United States
prepared in 1896, Perhaps the most popular of his numerous novels was
"Beside the bonny Briar Bush" which, despite its Scottish-sounding title
and subject mattzr, was written at Little Stretton in Shropshire. It is
interesting to note that between 1891 and 1906 there were six lectures on
themes of literary humour and four on humercus cartooning. The staff of

MPunch", the Ldwardian equivanent of "Private Eye", made a significant

contribution to these elements of the programmes. Harry Furniss who
conducted a regular feature entitles "Tne Essence of Parliament" in

"Punch" came to Unity Street in 1901 to lecture on The Humours of Parliament.
In those days our machinery of government could apparently be regarded with
benevelent amusement. 5

Other lectures on literature during the nineties were similar in form of
presentation to the musical performances al¥eady deseribed. 1894 saw
Recitations from Shakespeare, Dickens etc., and the following year others

from Shakespeare and Tennyson, Mrs Kindal, wife of a well--kmown actor-manager,
end a star attraction of the day at the Court and Prince of Wales's theatres in




London gave A Dissertation on 'Hamlet' with illustrative readings in 1899.
Dickews provided material for as many lectures as Shakespeare. Harry Furniss
re-vigited Bristol in 1905 to lecture on "Charles lickens; his ari, his
Artigis and his Admivers" and G.K. Chesterton whose "Charles Uickens" had been
published in Auwgust 1963 came in 1911. The local press gave very full accounts
of the Bristol Popular Lectures and it is interesting to look back upcn

the elegance of reporting in those days:-

"Photographs only ccnvey an imperfeci . spression of the

real G.K.,C. You meat gee his rotund 1isuze arrayed in

‘ugly but conventionsl evening dress; waich the twinkle

in his eye; notice the uplifted foot; be sympathetic with
the recalcitrant pince-nez fastened with a broad black cord,
and hear the little laugh of satisfazetion which follows

a point made’.

The Merchant Venturers Technical College was however primarily a place of
seientific education. In the first decade of Bristol Popular Lectures it is
significant that the scientific lectures dealt often with subjects which
could be safely investigated within the home and with principles easily
verifiable by simple experiments., Science at this level was both inutructive
and socially mmusing, & form of education all of a piece with the lecturers
on music and the recitations which were really public enlargements of
drawing-room entertainments. g

Professor Wertheimer, who deliverd the first lecture in each anmal series
of seven for nineteen years took The Msgmet for his inaugural paerformance
in 1891, The next year he dealt with Folarized Light. In 1899 Professor
H.5 Hele-Shaw from the University College at the top of Park Street delivered
a lecture on The Motion of & T-iquid, The study of Liquid and gyroscopic
motions (the subject of a later lecture by Professor Wertheimer) was at that
period beginning to influence the development of electrical theory. Two more
of Professor Westheimer's chosen subjects = Electric lovements (1903) and

and Magmetic Forces (190%) illustrate this association.

The situation when we turn te the lectures on natural science was si llar
althouzh here there was & moxre noticeable concurrent association of subjects
large and small in scale. The local and familiar exemplified by The Pond

and ivs People (1899) and Insect lfaxvels in a Town Garden (1902 ——- by the Very
Reverend the Dean of Bristol —— may be set aside the more remote and
speculative conjectures incorporated in lxtinci Honsters (1896) and two lectures
ty Sir Hobert Ball in 1903 and 1904 on How came the Great Ice Age and The
Earth's Beginning,

Ball, like other lecturers who came to Unity Street, had published popular
books on the topics they expounded. In the number of his esppearances Sir
Kobert was runner-up to Profeasor Weriheimer. His popular lecturing and
evening-class teaching ultimately atirscted sudiences of over one million

in the United Kingdom, the United States and Cansda. His numercus publieations
were an outcome of this teaching and in no way connected with his official
dutios as Professor of Astronomy &% Cambridge. 4

Another popular scientific lecturer with an insatiable appetite for hard

work and wnremitting travel was John lilne, recently retired from a professorship
in Tokyo and then engaged in estazblishing the first British seismological

observz iory at Shide near Hewport (1.0.W.). He was always particulaily welcome
wherevir he went because of his bulky portmanteau of slides taken on his
extensive world excursions.

#Milne and Ball were dietinguished men of science. One other whose name is not
well-inown should not, however, be forgotten. Iw. J. Hall-Edwards, then
Senior Medical Officer of the X-ray department at Birmingham Geners] Hospital,

delivered the first lecture on x-rays ever given in Bristol at Unity Street in 1972.




In the course of his research Dr. Edwards had lost his left arm and

part of his right hand., These serious injuries as Professor Wertheimer
remarked when closing the proceedings of that particular evening were
testimony "that this was work as heroic as anything our foremost fighting
men have done and deserved the thanks of the entire nation",

The great engineering innovation of the Edwardian ere was aviation,

In fact even before Wueen Victoria had passed away Unity Street had
welcomed that somewhat eccentric pioneer of practical aeronautics,

Hiram &, laxim, to lecture in 1896 on Some of my Work and Inventions
relating to/mtomatic Guns, Explosives and Flying Machines. During

the nineteen-hundreds there came a series of lectures on flying and it

is interesting to note the progression from speculation about all possible
alternatives then available in Airships, Balloons and Flying Mactines by
E.5. Bruce in 1904 to the delivery of another address by the same lecturer
in 1910 on The Coming of the Aeroplane. By then Bleriot had flown across
the English Channel and the Bristol and Colonfa! Aireraft Company hud been
established at Filton. With the outbreak of w+r the aeroplane was to
demonstrate its pre-eminance as a fighting nnchire.

The young men who attended the Bristol Popular Lecturers also left to play
their part in the Great War and the last lecture of the 1914/1915 session
had to be cancelled. Shortly before he was due to come te Bristol on
Saturday, March 13th, 1915, Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, learnt that he had lost
a2 son in Flanders. He asked to be excused his engagement to lecture on
Jargon. This adiress, perhaps alone amongst all those given at Unity Street,
remains for us to read to-day (and thanks Heaven it does) in Sir Arthur's
book "On the Art of Writing".

"0dd creature as he is, the local hie'. i .. “ufficiently human to
have his likes and dislikes; in fect. ¢ is of'ten a crotchety

character. And since he camnot h.mn “n awant inte print very often,

he treats the history of his town oo viilaze 53 = heaven-sent opportunity
for airing his crotchets. Tvery xow nnd thea he Teppers iis pages with
Tlexry little outbursts againot Henyw ¥IrT ax 017yve - "~cmwell or the Pope.
This certainly gives the )z a “cmbldnes o8 2. fre idur. hat unfortunately
it is not of a kind that zeully exhileoratss the - ran

From 'How not to write local history', by H.P.kK. Fynber
(Local History: Objective and Pursuit - Finberg & Skippg

B i gt i o 2 o

"What is the place ¢! teamwor': iz 4. writing ol Tlecl Juistoryr

My own view is that it ought to cconpy an extremely iuportant place.

Indeed, I would gu an Tar as t5 susengt that the friuse progress and

development of laza! history itself could well be sariously inhibited
unless ways and means are found of ‘utilising the tremendous reserves
of amatewr interest :1d amateur talent which we all of us know to be

availsble."

From 'The rlace of Team Work in Local History' by V.H.T. Skipp
(Local History: Objective and Pursuit - Finbery & Skipp)
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* JOHR HOORE'S AGONY COLUMN

OQur Chairman has a.mi:itions in the direction of Evelyn Home - can you
help him? To his great delizht he has received his first letter but it
will take rather more sgonising to make a ‘column. =B SN SR,

The subject in this case is undoubtedly of generai ihterés.t ‘and
readers may also be referred to one of the articles in the latest
edition of The Local Historian, %

Let to Cha.iman

Jear Sir,

3 understand that the gwon Local History /83 gointion as oné of its aims,
tries to act as & link betwesn various amall locu history societies in

the County.  If so, you will no doubt have a certaln amolnt of experience
to draw on, and I wopder if you would be kind enough to maviss me on how
40 get a swall history printed at reasonable cost. I have slmost
completed 2 history of this parish of Compton Lando and spould 1ike

to print if in pasphlet form to gell to local residents, hoping 1o reclain
from the sale my initjal outlay on printing, but to make no profit.

I should. be.so grateful for any advice you might be ahle to give me op
any suitable printezs in the county.

Signed:  Rebecon Paimer, The Coach House, Vichragc Lane, Compton Dasdd,.

Chairman's reply:
Dear Mrs. Palmer,

Thank yoit for your ‘latter ‘of the 15th Dseenbar ragarding your proposed
publioation of the histery-of Uompton Thydo. 2 will ‘& very happy to
edvise you on possible publication but I wonder vhether fizat It may
be''a 'good ‘idea for Doctor Béttey andinyself t0 have = look 4% your
manugeript, particularly since loctor Betiey Is very knowledgezble on
the subject of Somerset histery.

With Tegard to the possibility'of publicatiow, this partly depends on
length and your own ability to subsidise.its publication. Ho comnercial
publisher nowadays will consider publishing = parish history unlese it is
“ by some very welleknown expert without either a subsidy covering the

costs of production or firm guarantees of a large number of mles. The reason
for this is that in terms of modern publishing, small runs, i.e. anythine;.
less than 5,000 copies,are unlikely to cover their cost of production, much
less make a profit. If you publish it yourself, in other words employing a
local printer to produce the work, this will wmean that you will have to pay
the printers' bill within a month of him producing the book, and it is
possible that he may want some payment in advance. Obviously I don't

know what your financial cireumstances are but unless you are able to
consider private publication this form of production may also be too
costly for you to consider.

Undoubtedly the cheapest means of production, and one used by most Loesl
History Societies for their publications, is to type the manuscript for
duplication which is the cheapest way of producing a readsble text,
although, of course, it does not produce as nice a finished prodt‘z'ct as_

a printers. One can partly get round this last objection if the'skins

are typed «with andectric typewriter which will produce & much cleaner
copy. The disadvantage is that since most productions will be stapled,
nothing larger than zbout 50 pages or so can be produced in this way, unless



you were prepared to consider publishing in volumes, This has a
the advantage that if the first-one or two volumes have been produced, you

should be able to assess very accurately the number of copies you are likely -~
to sell guickly in the future, The use of duplicating methods with a skin i
or electrostatic stemncil does have the yreat financial’ adva.ntaga that you ,
can produce an initial run to test the market and if your sales are more

successful than you anticipated, you can then put the skin back on the duplicator
to run off more copies,

I am sorry 1o sound a bit discouraging about the prospeci-of proper printing,
but given the costs of printers! wages, paper and ink, it is simply not =
practical in most cases. In addition, the use of conventional printing
methods means that if you want to keep the type standing for a possible
re=print in the near future, nost printers nowedays will charge you rent in -
the interval because of course this holds up print which can otherwise be
reused. This oan bo got round by the use of offset-litho which is printed
from a cacera copy of the text and does not invelve the use of type, and oan
therefore be put back into the printing press when required. Hven with this
uet_hod. however, most commercial publishers will regard a run of lesgs than
1,500 coples &8 unoconomical partly becsuse once the initial demand for your
local history is over, the remaining tales moy weil ho spread out over ey
a munber of years with the publiahers having 1o gtole the ungold copies for -
which there will only be an occasionsl sale, Therefore I would Tecommend you to
consider duplicating in volumea rather than 25 one complete book. =

This will of course on¢ni] SOMe initial lay-out on your part for the typing
of %kins or clectrostatic stencils und papey, but ince, as I said, you can
put the stencil boeck on the duplicating machine for a rée-run at a later date,
you do not need to buy more paper than you are woing to use on the first run.
It may well be th=t you can get a friend, daughter or neighbtour whe is a
Secretary, to do the fyping f‘o“ you if you caxmot do it youself , 'md as I also =
said, it is worth trying to get hold of an electric typewriter.

Onee I have seen your history 1 will be in = better position to advise you,
but 1£4t is now nearly finished I think your next step ls to find out how
many coplies you might sell ressbmzbly anickly.

I hope that this will give you some food for thought and 1 shall look forward i
to hearing from you again after Christmwes. In the meantime good luck with
Yyour enterprise.

.

Signed: John loore, Cheirman = s.L.H.i.
AR A e

RURAL LIFVE IN WESSEX 1500 = 1900 - J.H, Bettey - Hoonroker Fress 1977 - £4.95.

Je Bettyls book has been available in Rristel shops since the autum but =
notice is useful £8r those who have to order locally.

Anyona who has been tao'Jo Betty's lecture will very much enjoy thise book which
covers a very wide range of subjects from agriculture to alehouses, The 50
illustrations in the centre of the book nxe fascinating but the aneedotes
throughout the taxt provides even more amsing iliustrations.

S i R i

COPY OF LETTER RECEIVED TROM 1T7t. HEECF WIHSTOIE - Author of Books on Bristol
Histoxy,

" Under your list of lecturers niny I offer my series of MBRISTOL AS IT W\S".
Thesa cover each decade from the 1960's back to the 1840%s in photographic >
lantern slides 3;" squere (mot miniature). This collection mins to twenty

sets, and is the vesult of thirty yeers of research'.

Please contact Mr. Winstone at: 23 Hyland Grove, Hdenbury ill, Eristol 9,
Tolt 503646, ’




REVIEWS

THE LOCAL HISTORIAN: Vol 12, No. 8. 1377

Published four times a year - single copies 70p = annuzl postel
subscriptions £2.50.

Fron: Subscriptions Dept. (L.H.),
National Council of bSocial Service,
26 Bedford Square, London WCI1E 3HU.

Lrticles:

'T didn't pesn to do it' - ltowland Parker (~uthor of The Cormon Strenn)

1The liodern Records Centre at Warwick and the Local Historian' -
- Janet Parker asnd Richnrd Storey

'Regionnl Seninar on the Learning of Loeal History by 11-18 year olds'
= J.D, Marshall & J.E. Blyth

Vithe Fami Buildings of the sgricultural Revolution'
- Suzamma Wnde Hartins

'Publishing Local History: A Practical Approach to Yornat and Style!
- Janes Batley

'The Loecal Historian' always has a good review section and book
list,

smong wmuch other useful information, the following 1s of intereat
to members in Northavon -

6" Ordnance Survey Maps of Gloucestershire - surveyed between 1873 nnd 1884

1) Gloucestershire lorth & bEast

2) Gloucestershire South & Hast

3§ Cinderford

4) Coleford (The Pound House, 1977)

Obvtainable from: The Pound House, Newent, Glos. GL18 1PS.
£1 each + 20p post, less 10% for four or more.

WRITING . CEURCH GUIDE - David Dymond - 24 prges

Thie is a panphlet recently produced by the Standing Conference for

Local History snd it is available for 75p from 26 Bedford Square,

London W.C.1. ?

The results of 2 competition held in 1975, Luropean architectural Heritage
Year, to find the best guides to English Churches have been used as a basis
for the panphlet.

T REMEMBER: 'THE DAY'S WORK, 1850=-1950 - Gloucestershire Community Council

This booklet, produced by the Local History Committee of the Community
Council,was noted in the previous edition of QUEST, but is worth repeating
particularly as a number of the contributing W.I.s are now in .von.

The bookle: is most interestingly presented and is illustrated with several
photographs. It costs 50p plus J%p postoge and is available from the

ivon Community Council, 17 Whiteladies Koad, Bristol 8.




