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BOB and ANN EVERTON
An appreciation and retrospect

Edited by Philip Rahtz

Friends of Bob and Ann have contribated thear persomal remimisoences: they ure
brought together in the following pages.

Martin and Jennifer Bell:

Within & lew weeks of moving to Bristol m 1980 it wis onr good Tortune to he
introduce] 10 the Evertons at a conference in Oxford . Imagine the relief of voung.
archacologists, cast adnft from the geographdeal ureas they knew, yet :
kimdred spricits happy 1o introduce them to the sies, personalitios and probiems
of anew rogion. Bob's wark om Giunal remaies aod Ann's interestin carly agric
ture and settlement patterns meant that there wis nlways plenty to discuss §
from politics, chiliren and gardening) when we were togethor. The Eve
were particularly attractod to sites with spocad scientific andd fumal mlﬁll,
corsider some of theer most important work concerned the ussemblzges ipchy
ing exxinet amimals o Chanemouse Warren Cave and Fey Wood Cxve, whi
belped to omphasase the potential of Meodip cive stratigraphics. One of their
progects was oqually auspicious of future developments. They déscovere 3
denee of Raotano-British activity and earlion peat boaads on the allaviom aon
Avoamouth. Further investigation of the potentind which they demonstra o,
now made urgent by cerrent plans for o Severn barrage.

Bob was 4 medical doctor amd this traimng equipped him very well (o mak
w comtribution 10 saeatilic archacobopy. Tn thix he followed in the foolsie
locally of such great names as Arthur Bullesd and o namber of prominent men
beers of the University of Bradol Spelacologic Socsety, of which bath Boh
Annwere active membsers, K

Bob amd Ann both dved st @ tragically young iuse. Anm coped im o remarkahls
way finst with the loss of Bob and then with hes final Hlnes, We will alway)
remermber the kst day we spent with Aan, by now very il Shee sat at Brean Down :
with lver whoelchair perched on the sauffolding barrow run watching the excava:
tions and asking Vie FHaBein, who had beought her, questions about the site. That §
evening they stayed to supper with the digging tesm and Ann was still determined
to take an interest in what was going on. “That wirs the last of the happy days we
spent in the fiek! —a crash course in the archacology of the Bristol sren. Some-
times these days with Bob and Ann wore dispuised as Extra-Mural Field Classes
andd by soime pecudiar process of role reversal our mutusl freend Broce Lewitan
and oursebves were regardod as tutors (andd even paid!), yet very often we prots
ahly learat more from the diss, al the Evertons in particular, than they from

1t & imsporiant that the memory of Ann and Bob is perperuated. Their e
unst quite sudden deaths prevented them from preparing ol of their fieldwork
publication, to finish this task for them would be o meost fitting memorial.
00t be an easy memorks] 1o constuct beciuse i is atways difficult to take on
publication of somebody ebse’s work . Even s this & perhaps ihe most ¢ ;f
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ing and useful task which local archseologists coukd set themsedves over the next
coaple of years.

lan Burrow:

1 first met Ann and Bob when | wits a callow sndergraduste coming 1o one of my
fiest urchacologscul excavations at Caddbury Comgresbury in 1970, By then, they
wore atready archacobogical veterans of the MS motarway and to me they seemed
to epitomuise the strengths of amateor anchacalogy st that rime,

They were nlways good nntured, good humoured and calm when some of
those nround them were dess so. One of my mamn memories of the three seasons
of Cadbury Congresbury that 1 was involved in was the annual 'line-up® for the
anti-tetanus injections administered with gusto and speed by Bob. One favourite
trick he had for people who hadn’t had 2 tetanus injection befose and did not
Know what was involved wis 1o rush at them with o buge syrioge as soon 5
they came indo the carivan where the ‘operatson’ was 1o be performed. Thas,
they were filled with even groater dread and terror than they were already
expericncing!

My contact with the Evertom was renewed bn the mid-1970: when | was
doing my doctorad rescarch. In 1973 and 1974 1 wis duing Geldwark in Someeses
Sooking ot every singhe hitlfort that | coeld find. Being an impoverished stadent,
1 was locking sroomd for cheap, convenicnt, amd comdoriable accommodation
and the Evertons offered it to me. [tis not until you have o home of vour own that
you fenlise what an imposdtion it s to lave sameone gquste outside it living with
you for weeks on end, But that is what the Eversons put up with, In recrospect,
1 am filled with admiration for their tolecance and hospatalaty, and also thedr
willingmess to pctiaally take e o sone sdes when my own cor had broken down

Their howse was alwiys & hive of actively. Photographs being developed;
booe collections being sorted and left lymg about on chairs; and of coarse, books
occupying spaces everywhere. Not only that. bat the house was 3 haven lar
slrange cats s well as the post-graduate students, There was a great varicty of
these cats, some of which would ot have survived in any Othor enviramment.

My Besting memory of the Evertons will be of people wha pot only had full
and active lives in thear own professions, but who developed very considerable
archacobogical skills and munagesd o combine those sKills with a humian 1ouch

Philip Rahiz:

Bob and Ann were archacologists who represented the very best of non-profes-
slanal archacology In England. Their ficldwork was of u high stasdard, and their
contribution 1o a1l penods of grchacelogy in the south-west cossiderable. Bob
duda’t have so mwuch time o devole to excavation as Ann - she developed con-
sidorabie excavurion skilds aml abo post-cxcuvation report witing skills

Apart from their involvement in ficklwork and archacology in the Brsiol
region, each had u speoal skill: Bob's on physical anthropology and Ann's
on flints. They both contributed major specialat reports w0 archucologicn!
publications.




T first camse inta contact with them in the kate 1960k when [ became aware
{through Peter Fowler) of their work at the high end of Ebbor. When Peter and
I began work at Cadbury Congresbury, Bob became our medical oftioer, dashing
out anth-tetanus and flest-wid; snd Ans bocime one of our site supervisors, taking
charge of an arex of the dig with considerable skill in digging and recording. She
was in the process of writing this up for us at the time of her death. She had ako
complesed the flint veport for this site.

Bob meanwhile had become imterested m our skeletoes at Bordesley Abbey
neur Reddstch. He contrsbuted reports on them to the first monogruphs on that
site, providing ws with excellent data on physical charactenistics and pathology
They pid severnl vissts 10 the vite o soe the skeletons in pasition (Bob con-
sidered this very important) and to collect excavated and boxed skelotons.

I aka hud muny contacts with them in my <pacity as President of 1the
Axbridge Society, and admired over muny yeams thear work in kecping the
scholarly pursaits of this socicty in step with the more spocting caving aspects,
Thels work in the archacology of Axheslge itelf wi fundamental in ptowdmg.
some data sbout its Suxon and medicval past. p

In all my dealings svith them us arcbascologist nnd riend, T never remem -
Ber edther of them being grompy, bad-tempered, cross or downcast by the day-t -
cluy difficultios of digs. They were uslucky to hive so many problems in their ow
family life, und Il health may have resulted from worry and oveework .
canme 10 sty with us i Yook in 195, and of was clear even then that Bob wis s
wellz umd though be tried 10 put o brave face o it, be was obviousty worried ang
5o was Ann. They were on that visst feeliog that Ble was o8 being kind,

We shall all resocmber them as very helpful, chirming and friendly col:
Teagoes and s two of the best non-professional archacologises that the area ts
known,

Vince Russett,

It secms odd in a way 1that Ann won't read this tribute — for many years now, 1
have been used o thanking o myselt *Ad, that will mterest Aon' (or stolur),
whenever some snippet of information bes come my way . 10 s scasure of how
museh L owe 1a Bob and Asn that 1 da not think T will ever entirely lose this
tendency. Amd pot just owe m i traiming o academic sense; bath were good
fricads and colleagues, and | cortuinly miss their helpfulsess, keowledge and ~
yes, it must be sakd - scoffs! [ do nor want 1o be morbed or masniiin aboat Bob amd
Ana; | think we must ol remember whiat they have achieved and what they bave
done, and not moarn overmuch for the might-have<dones; what Hab and Ann
didd and achieved in i few short years was mare Chan & crowd of others woulkl do
ina liletme.

1 don't mtend to list bere, or attempt 10 assess, what Bob und Ana did in
archpcodogy, but more to say u Hitle gbout how Thaew them, and what bappenid
when 1 did,

A nmote in the members list of the Axboadge Caving Groap and Archaeo
lagieal Sockety In 1962 Usted {for the Brst time) “Bround Mis R, F. Eventon’,
seems impossibly Joog ago, Bob and Ann must have been in their twenties: T w
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21 primary school i Weston, with two years to go until reaching my 11 plas
cxaminaton. At the same time, Philip Rahtz was excavating 81 Cheddar Palaces;
Ihe exsavations st Hay Wood cave were continaing (both digs asking for volun-
teers in the same newslorter that anmounced Bob and Ana's amival); oa the
naticasl scene, Harold MacMidlan was Prime Mimister; the Cuban missdle arisis
wis about to happen; that's how loog Bob and Ann had been with the Society.

All through the 605, mentions of Bob (as Chalrman of the Society) and Ann
(later becoming Secretiry) are frequent in the Newsletter.

Al the very end of the decade, and the Beginming of the 70, both became far
more involved in the archacological side of the Society’s activities, and the
advent of ‘motorway” urchacology s the M3 slashed s way through the inmo-
cence of bath countryside and lecal archacological societies seems to have been
the stamulus that made both into something rather more thun amatewr
archaeologisis. Bob, when not excavatiog patienty, and with scemingly bound-
less staming, would be workang an bomes from archacobogical sitex all over the
area; Ano excavated, fiekiwalked, studsed flints, stodsed pottery. deew plans - . .
i fuct between them they covered most aspects of our subject. | ksow Ann
alwiys looked buck on the watorway persod with a curtain nostalgia, and the
hanr-raising stories that the two of them 1old of dodging S0-1an grading machines,
digging in roin, snow, barnkag s, mud, dust asd most of all, o great baste w
rescoe what coald be saved in time, always sowndod fascinating 3nd akmost heeoic
1o mo; Eeanted in. Whether this was wase, knowiag what | keow oow, I'm not so
sure!

Fanet Ann, and then Bob, in IR, when Joyve first introduced me to the
Society. Farst impressions were mixed; § must say, [ found Ann abit intimsdating
at first, not least the way she scemed 10 know practically everything about
archacology’ We soon hecame good foends, and 1 realisod that Ann was a ttle
shy, and perhaps even o little unsure i the preseoce of strangees, bat alwiys
managed o cover up well. Bab was, of cotrse, jisst Bob! wnflappable, he formed
A perfect foll 1o Ann, who was ol enerpy

We worked together om the excuvation at 3941 High Street, in Axbridge,
and dsd & ot of fetdwork on the op of Mendip, generally 1nvelfing around in
Bol's curnvanette — others will have no doubt noticed thar saed vehicle alwiys
soomed to be full of food o drink, which was generally caten while sheltering
I the van from Mendips appalling weasther, 1 particulasly remember that
Westhury Beacon seemed 1o be an unfucky place to visie with the Evertans. On
o occasion the three of us (and for some reasoa, Erlc Boore's dog Murphy)
were flinting’ in some plosghed Gedd pear the Beacon, when it began (0 rain in
torrents, We alf seuttled for the shelter of the field wall, and when the worsz of
the ritin had passed, ran for the van, which wis aly & short distasce away, Piling
I, we put the Ketthe on und made & cup of tea, As Bob leaned his head foreard
o drindk, o stresm of water ran off the beim of his has, and straight in2o his cap of
tea, While Ane and | rather uaksadly shneked with lnughter, Balys only com-
ment wis that he dida’s like ot tea anyway ., and then he laughed with us; very
typecal of the man,

Bob's dearh was u sad shock 10 all of ws in 1he Society, but Ann seemed to
wope welland not loog afterwards, Ann and | were working together st ACCES.
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Ann's energy there was boundless; she worked ber wiy through 10,000 Fins m
the Marshifield material, clussifylng andd measuring them ull, s well as belpmg to
direct rescue excavations on § Roman site at Rangeworthy in Nocthavon, and a
medieval site ot Tockington, near Thombury. Ann was great fun to work with;
always cothinsinstic and helplul < the main problem was that when Ann and 1
were both working in the office, we used (o talk s0 much thar other people got
upset!

When Ann keft ACCES, she and | began work on writing up the Axboidge

excavalions, sd made good progress uiil hes ifness became 1o severe to cope,
but typecally, she visited Peterborough with me to see Terry Pearson about
Axbeudge pottery i December 1984, although she most already have been in
considerable discomfort. 1 was. | think, the st trip Ann made before her iliness
was dingnosed.
Outsicle of our mutual interests m arcsectogy and so on, Bob and Ann and
myself had a ot in common, We all shared the same sense of the ricdicalons, wsd
e same {carefd) enjovment of the appaliing powerful home-mude wine that
Bob used 10 make and which sobody but us woald drink!

1 shatl abwirys be glad that | knew the Evertons, but | find i difficolt (o say
that 1 shall miss them, as 10 2 funny sort of way. they still seem 0 be sompewhere
10 i), Peopde like Bob and Ann can never be eatisely targodeen

Bob Williams {about Ane only):

Ann's comtribation to loc) archacology is immemorable and fresh in the mem-
ory of ber muny frends. She belonged to muny local socsetes induding BAARG
but wiss pacticularly attached o the Axbedge Society of which she was the long
serving Secretary and lntrerly, Chairmin. | have foand memocies of soch nips on
Mendip when the Evertons” caravanctie was used as base for such activities as
sarveying old fielkd systems nmd deseetiad settlements, tacing anciest bousdaries
and flint collecting. How pleased T was to hear that ¢ven when very il Ana was
sl able 1o enjoy vasits 1o old huunts oo the Mendips

Awn was the inspication behisd & nember of excavations on the Mendips und
the witerlogged moors to the south, while m Avon she worked on Romano-
Betish sites a1 Crooks Massh, Avonmsouth, and Hall Eod, Rangeworthy. She
was an cxpart bn the study of Mo, pottery and documentary sources bt | con-
sader her main attribute s have been a willingness to carry out fieklwoek and to
nspere others 10 be active whasever thelr nge or experience. § recall pleasant
visits b her heame (o examine air photographs and 10 gain her help in the (dentifi-
cation of artetacts. An cathusiastic weloome was always given to visitors to what
could be describad &5 both an annexe 10 the Museum and an extension of the Uni-
versity, while Bob's bone collection rivalled that of the Banwell Bone Cavern!
Refreshments to sust every taste were availible as was the latest gossp in the fiek!
of archacology. Although Aan could sometimes appear to be shy she had a keen
sease of hameur and ber quick chuck e is safly missed. The effarts naw being
made by the Evertons’ children nnd friends 1o pablish ar otherwise make avall
able the vecords and tinds left belind by this owtstunding parteership should b

sappocted by usall,

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTERS

Mick ASTON is a Reader in Archacology in the Unlyversity of Bristol, Depurt-
ment of Continuing Educataon, amd author of mumerows publications including
Aspects of the Mediaewl Landscape of Somerset {ed.), Somerset County Coun-
oil, 198X

Dr J. W BETTEY &5 a Reader in Locu! History i the University of Bristol,
Department of Continuing Education, and & the author of sumerous books and
popers on West Coontry hastory inchuding A Regronad History of Emgland:
Wessex from ApI000, Lomgman, 1986, £10.95,

Julie BOSTON moved to Bristol i 1988, For the previous 16 years, she hod
worked as a classroom teacher for the ILEA primary schools and, as o trade
unionist, she jodned Londoa teachers in thelr fight for improved wages and work-
ing conditions. She now has the leisure for bess stresslal nctivities,

Peter HARRIS &5 Natlonad Secretary to the Historical Associntion, Area Adviser
1o Gloucestershire and Avon, and Assistant Geperal Editor (o the Bristol
Branch. It was his vision that started the Historical Asscciation publicatioas, that
have recently topped 70in mamber, inchuding hes own Srisol’s ‘Raitway Mania'
18621864,

John M. HUNT is a tratocd cabinet maker and has worked a5 an amateur
wrchaeologist since 1970 on such projects as 2 Romano-British site at Stoke
Gifford (1977-81), Barrscourt moated site (1978), Romuno-British sites at
Lawrence Weston & Henhury (JUE2), 0 medieval site m Stoke Gifford (1984-5),
wodl Lately (1988) assasting ACCES members on a medieval site in Harry Stoke.
Recording Avon crosses has heen i progress sance 1987,

Professor Phalip RAHTZ recently retived (rom the post of Professor of Medieval
Archacology ot York after o long und distingaished carcer & an archacologist.
His excsvations have incladed sites in Bristol, Glsstonbusy, Chew Valley, Ched-
dar and Cadbury Congresbury.

Jessic SHEPPARD has ved i Bristol all ber lile, Since 1976 she has workod as
n voluntoer m the City Museum's Archacology Section. She contributed her
memaries as 2n ar-rald warden 1o Avon Past No. 6, snd ber carly school remanis-
eenees o No, 14




HINTON CHARTERHOUSE
by M. Aston and 1, H. Bettey

The Suppression of the Carthusian Priory at
Hinton Charterhouse

J. H. Bettey

Somerset bad two Carthusian priones or Chacterhbowses, as they were known
after La Groede Chartreuse whach was the original house i France. The easfiest
Charterhouse in England was founded a1 Witham, soath of Frome, by Henry [
s part of his penance after the musder of Archbishop Thomm Becket in L7,
Hinton Charterhowse was the second successful foundation of the English
houses, 10 wis Tounded by the wealthy wadow, Ela, Countess of Salishury, in
1230, monks huving been moved from the shost-lived foundation at Hatherop
i Giloucestershare, af the same time that she established a house of Augustinian
canonesses at Loacock. Unbike mast other monastic ordess, the Carthusions spent
much of their time in sikenoe aod sotatede, cach in has Bithe house with an omitory,
workshop and a small garden. At Hinton Chirterbouse excavation has revealed
the size and layout of the monks’ houses which were arranged arousd o cloister,
andd alibough all the bouses, most of the charch amd many other huildsogs have
heen domolished, the fine 13th-century Chapter Flouse survives together with
the Refectory, Other remalns, probably the guesthowse, are meorporuted into a
luter house on the site, The Carthusians called theer priory al Hingons Loous D,
the place of God.

The nustere, solitary lile of the Cantbusioss, devoted to prayer, contempla-
tion and work , while Eving under o strict disciplise, imeant that fow wregularities
were ever found in thelr communities, und through sucoessive peacrations they
continued 10 Send 1 life apart from the world, untouched by secular concerns and
untroubled by scandal, By the 16th century, (he community @1 Hinaon Charter-
howse comprised u Prioc and |6 monks 1ogethers with six iy brothers, who servod
the mosks ansd lived ae the Frevie or Fraary (sce below), o mile sway in the valley
of the river Frome, Although not among 1he richest of the monssie houses,
Himon was comfortably endowed with kaads in the surrousding srea and on
Mendip, the manor of Nortos St Philip with the George Ins, and o fulliog mill
noarby st Freshford. In 1529 the Carthussans stso scquired the Tands of the small
Aungustinian prsacy ot Loagleat in Wiltshice where the mopastic life had ceased;
these ineladed Loogdeat itself, together with lands at Lullington and Beckmgton.
The anmual income in 1535 was £262 135 Od which provided an adequate support
for the Carthusian mooks. '

Among the last generanon of moaks at Hinton Charterhouse were
some who achseved a reputation for scholanhap, incduding John Bateman or
Butmansoa (Prior 1525-29), who wrate a book refuting some of Luther's sleas,
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Jobm Spicer whose writlegs ischaded o Commentary on 51 Paul’s Eplstle 10 the
Galations, und Edmund Horde, the kst Prior (1520-39), who was s distingwished
scholar and bad a high reputation amoag the Carthusians. Heary VITI thought
highly of the Canthuslass and wis very deodows to win their approval for his
actions during the early 15305, When he failed 1o do so has anger against them wias
extreme, and the story of the appalling treatmeat which the London Carthusians
reccived because of their refusal 1o accept the King's repudintion of Kathesine of
Aragon, the royval marriage 10 Anne Boleyn or the royal supremacy over the
Church In 1534 is well-known. The Carthusians at Hinton were also very reluc-
tant 10 accept the royal mortrage and the religious changes, and becaue he was
held in such high esteem among the Carthusians, Prior Edmund Horde was pat
uodler grem pressuse from the King and from the chief minister of the Crown,
Thamss Cromwell, to express his approval of the new regime. At flrst he tosally
refased, und like the London Carthusinms, was omt-spoken in his eriticsm of the
royul policy. In May 1533 Prnor Horde was reported to Cromwell for declaring
that he wosld never accept the King's marrlage 10 Anac Boleyn or give his nssent
10 s ungust anid unlawful a doed’ . Cromwell wiss albso 1old that the monks of both
1he Carthasian houoses in Somerset would nocept martyrdom rather than agree to
sugiport the royal marriage.”

Druring 1534 when the King was declared 10 be Supreme Hesd of the Church
In Engtand nod the Pope's power was abolished, Cromwell himself had o mecting
with Prios Horde, bat still the Prior sefesed 1o change his opinion, ond the meet-
ing ended in failare for Cromwell and with blunt speaking on both sides.* By 1534
Cromwell had already ensbarked upon the course which in a few years was to
bring the end of 1he English monastenies, and there were masy witys in which
he coukd bring pressure 1o boar wpon the Prior. For example, during 1535
Cramwell's connmssioners were basy visiting all the monastic houses in order to
compile an occutate, poinstaking sssessment of W (it propercy and of their
anmunl income, the so-called Valor Ecclesiastions. Likewiso, other groups of
Cromwell's commussioness were intervewing, the monks and suns seeking for
scamdal and evidonce of Taxity or depravity which could be used 38 ammumtion
in Padianmeent against the nwonasteries. Bach monk was interviewed individuully
by the conmbsshoners, and under the <Kitul questionlag many sspectsof the dally
life of the mamstery were revealed and the naive words of men who ad spent
long years in silence and solitusy prayer could casily be twisted for Cromwell’s
purposes. Uncler the weight of these osslaughts, Prioe Hoede's resistance
ovidently broke, and in March 1535 he wrote 10 Cromwell 1o apologse for his
opposition and confessed that his previous stubborn attitude 'rose upon mine
untowacdness i certain things which ye willed me 10 do conceming the King's
majesty”. To secure Prior Horde's sgreement was a great triumph for Cromeell,
anid oee of his commissioners wrote i May 1535 that attenapes to perssade the
Carthusions 1o accept the new order were msade casicr becase the moaks ‘trust
much in the pror of Hynton, Dr Howrde'. In July 1535 the Archbeshop of York,
Edward Lee, advised Crommwell 1o send Price Horde on a tour of all the Carthis-
stn hovses (s below) in order te persuade them 1o conform over the royal
supremacy. and wrote that “They will give him moee credence, and rather apply
1heir conscience 10 his judgement than to any other” * As a result of all the pres-
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sure and pessuascon that sophisticated operatars soch as Thomas Cromwell and
s commisesoners could bemng 10 bear, Price Edmund Horde and his fellow
moaks swallowed theer objections and la spite of all their protound misgiviags.
swore the necessary oaths whereby they accepted the royal marmage and he
rayul leadshsip of the Charch.

In the following year, 1536, Cromwell preseated a Bill to Fardsament
whereby all the smaller relkgious houses were suppressed and all chesr lanxds,
property and goods were gives 10 the King This was pussed by Padiament, and
all thve smabler monasteries, which was defined os those with oo annual meome of
of less thun £200 per arin, ceased o exist and all thele wealth passed 1o the
Crown. Since theie annoal moome was mwore than 1200, the Cartbasians ut
Hinton Charterhouse escaped suppression in 1536, but immediately Cromwell
sent his commisseoness on further and cepeated visitatons of the remaining
momasterics, comstantly lookmg for scamdale, laxity . evidence of disfayalty 10 the
Cromm or abjections 1o (he religious changes, whide urging the monks voluntarity
1o surrender thelr houses into the King's hands, and promssing pensions to all
these who agroed 10 abandon the: momntic ife. Duriag 1537 aned 1538 Pros
Horde and his manks at Hinton resisted all the pressures put opos them, oven
ihaugh many other monastenies dul sarrender. bn spite of the intensave sontiny
by the commissionens o0 ovidenos of any ailing away from the high ideals snd
harsh regime of thear Order wis alleged ngoinst the monks af Hioton Charter-
fouse, and their regular life of seditude, prayer, contemplatwn asd woeship was
anaimtatned wotil the ead, ot inevstably, the poor and bis monks were prestly
affected by all the uncertainty which faced them. Above all, they were unwilling
wo survenler thelr monastery when they were sure thar they bl piven no canse
For i1s sappression, and especialiv b they Knew that it T been desdicated
for ever to the perpetual service of God,

Cromwell’s commissioners did find one peece ol evidence which they could
wee agabmst the monks st Hinton, Ose of the monks, Nicholus Bulland, had
boldly told the commisssomers that, in spite of his former oath. be did not accept
1he royal supeemucy over the Church anid continoesd 1o believe thit the Pope
abooe was the viear of Chyist and heawd of e Clisreh, Thas was & serioss muties
and Ballaned coald have heen socused of treason, but the other monks cleverly
made excases fo him, stating that he was mestally deranged and that no notice
should Be tken of hes words, ‘e Buth been b Tymes post and yelt many 1ymes &
hunatick” *

Afser numerons vesitations, two of Cromwell's prncipal commpsioners,
Joha Tregonwedl and William Petre, canse to Hinton on 26 January 1539 They
hach just received the surrender of the Avgustiman house at Keynsham, and sow
haped that at last they wonld secure the sarrender of the Carthusians, After
listeming o thedr mixture of threuts and pessuaséon, three of the 10 mooks at
Hintoa were m favour of socepting the roval offes of pensions amd abandoning
their monastery, but the other monks stood firm in therr oppostion. Prior Horde
even stated that if the King wanted the monastery he would have to order the
surrendker, bat that ‘otherwise his cosscaenos would ot sulfer him willingly 1o
give it over'. The next day the commissionen interviowed tho Prior again amd
tried onee more to persaide kim to surrender the monastery, bus they found that
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he was evem more determined 10 ressst, and that be was “of the same myad he was
vesternyght or rather more stiff in the syme' " Tho commuissioners were, there-
fore, forced to admie Eallure and keave empty-handed.

The Prior, Edmund Horde, had a brothes, Alan, who was a lawyer in
London. When Alan Hoede dearnt of his brother's spirsted refusal to bend 1o the
roval will, and no doube recalling the harsh torture and ternible pumsishment that
had been infieted on the London Carthusiars who had resisted Heary VI, be
wrote urgang the Prior 1o reconsder his stance and 10 sceept the roval offer of »
generons pension, The Prioe’s answer to his brother reveals something of the
pressares uncder which he luboured, has confidence in the high relgous standards
of his monastery, his doubt as to the best counse of action, and fisally his reakisa-
Lo that he mast accept bis brother's orguments and that continued resistance to
the Crown woukl be both pointless and damaging 10 the best bnterests of his
monks. The letter is worth quoting ot some leegth:

In Our Lord Jesus shall be your salutation. And where ye marvel that Tand
my brethres do not freely and voluntarily give und surrendor our Houso st
the motion of the King's commissioness, b stand sntfly, and as ye think,
abstimately in our opimion, truly brother | morvel grently that ye thisk so
but, rather that ye would have thought s light and basty in giving up that
thing which is not ours 2o grve, bat dedicate o Almighty God for serviee 1o
be done to s honoer comtinually, with other many pood deeds of charity
which daily be dane i ths House 1o our Chnstian aeighbours. And con-
aidering that there 1w oo st gives by us why the House shoukd be put
comn, but that the service of God, religious comversagion af the brethren,
hospitality. alms deeds, with alf our ocher duties be as well observed in this
poor House & a0 any religious howse in this cealen or o Frunce; which
we hinve trusted that the King's Grace woull consider. But because that yvo
wiite of the Kiag's high displessure and my Lord Privy Seal's [i.e. Thomas
Cromwedl ], who ever hath beco my especial good Lord, anid | teast yet will
be, 1 will endeavour mysedf, as much a1 may. to persuade my brethren 10
W confomaity i this matter, so that the King's Highness nor my saud good
Lord shadl huve any cavse 10 be displessed with us; teasting that ey poor
brethron, which know not where 1o bave their living, shall be chantably
liiked upon. Thus our Laed Jesus preserve you i grace. Hinton, 10th day
of February, 1539,

Edmusd Horde

Chearly 1he Prsor felt that e Bid 0o alieonative but 1o scceps his rother's advace.
On 3 March 1539 the royal commissioner, John Tregonwell, cume again
10 Hinton Chasterhouse after a long journzy which had taken i through
Somersat, Dorset, Devon and Corwall recoiving the surrender of ome mon-
astery after another. At Hinton he found that the Prior and his 16 monks were
now at kst, notwathstanding all their misgivings, prepared 1o sign the deed of
surrender givimg their monustery ond ol its possessions isto the bands of
the Crown, Thus three cemturies of deyoted refighous e by o succession of
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Cuarthasians biving theer solitary, stlent lives in the service of God, came to an end
at Histon Charterhouse; the Pror asd monks departed, sbandoaing theie littke
howses and their mossstic charch, The Prior's pensson was extremely generows,
for be received £44 per anmim together with u cash gift of £11; most of the monks
2Ot i penshon of about £6, s well s sl cush gifes. while most of the Lay brothers
received i peasion of £2 per amum,®

As soon as the monks were gooe, the scramble started amoag the Jocal
gentry tanulics to acquire the site and lands from the Crown. On the very day of
the sarrender Sar Henry Loog of Wiltshire wrote unsucoessfislly to Cromwedl
asking for u grunt of the monastery ot Hinton on the carious groands that be
needed the income in arder to pay his debas: “The King's visitors be in these parts
now o suppress divers houses; and Tam so charged [ie, o debi] that without the
King's favoar, [ must give over my howss and get into some cormer’.” In spite of
Laong's pleas, John Tregoawell allowed Walter, Lord Hungertord 10 acguire the
monastic site and buildiogs a1 Hinton, bot during the nest few months, whise
Lord Hungerford was in Londom, another royal commissioner, Sir Thomas
Acandell, arveved at Hintos and on beball of the Crown, took much of the lead
Trom the rools and semomed otbser pares 0F the church and buiklings. A plusber
was pasd £2 0s 00 for mselting down more tham 15 toms of boad, and the rumoval
of the roof moant that the rest of the building wins exposed o all weatherss and
woeh! rapidly detessorate, Other ol penthomsen, inctuding Harry Chamspoeys
ol Orchardieigh neas Frome, and Thomas Horton, o clothicr from Hord, also
Lok material from the site, and others beoke into the Prios’s howse and removed
eeds, granty, sarveys wnd other legal documents.'” When Lord Hungerford
retursed from London s June 1539, his bitter complaims about the spoliation of
the buildings at Histon led Cromwell bamself to reply . apologising for whit had
ovcntred, and prodiisang 1o srvesge Tor Lood Huagesford 1o porchune the mmanor
of Hinton and other parts of the former priory knds ‘when the time shall seeve™. "

Cromwedl's Bl Eronm Tavomis sed exocstion mesnt that Lond Husgerfood Jdid
not scquire the lands of Hinton, but in 1546 most of them were granted by the
Crown to John Bartler, who in tarn sold the property to Matthew Colthurst, one
of 1he royal suditors dealing with formee moniatic lends in the west country, whao
alsa seguined the londs and baildings of the great Benedictine sbbey i Bath, "

b lands at Green Ore oo Meadip which had belonged to the Carthusians
ut Hinton Cliagterbouse wese parchiased from the Crown by Alas Hoede, the
Prior's brother. Shortly before the surrender of the priory Alan Horde had been
granted o tdhyvar bense of these lands, and in 1540 he wined with unother
Ieother, Robet, to purchase the frechold. Al these various owners sought
1o ke as ausch profit as possible from thear mvestment, and thus the church
and most of the monastic baildings were quickly demolished. Laser oo in the
160k century, i howse was crected on the sise of the prkody gutchouse Incor-
poratimg the guesthouse, using stone and other matenial from the prory,

Litthe evsdence survives coaceming the subsequent coreers of the Prioe and
T monks, The ove exception is the outspoken Nicholas Balland, who had been
30 reluctant 1o sccept the royal supremacy and who had oaly escaped prosecidicon
oa the grounds that he was mad. He evidently remaised in the dissrict after the
suppression of the priory, und his mental state canmot have been mproved by
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witnessing the unscemly scrumble among the gentry for the lands of the priory,
ar by seeing the rapid destruction of the Carthusian church, the demolition of the
monastic buskdings and the dispersal of the oy and other treasures. He
abwsously made no attompt to conceal his opimons or oppasition 1o the events of
the time, for in June 153% two local men, John Clecke of Hinton, o weaver,
and Roger Prygge of Stoford, @ tucker, brought Balland before Walter, Lord
Hungerford st Forleagh Casthe, They reported that while they were drinking 2t o
bouse in Hinton, Balland hud entered and had stuted openly 10 the assembled
company that e would aever accept the King as Supreme Head of the Church
bat ondy the Pope. Lord Hungerford imprisoned the former monk and wrote o
Cromwell asking for his advice in dealing with him_ adding that Balland ‘hasbeen
out of his mund and s 0ot much recovered”, Cramwell aedeced that he should be
keptin goal and 1ried #1 the Assazes, but again Ballond's repatation 25 a harmless
lumatic seemas to have saved him from the senows fate he could so easily have
suffered. He contipued t draw his pension from the Crown throughout the reign
of Edwurd VI, und whon Catholicsm was restored in 1553 under Queen Mary,
Nicholas Balland was one of the monks of the revived Carthusian pricey at
Sheen; and when Mary died s 1S58 and (he monastery wus suppressed, be Oed
abwond and died ag Bruges i Belgiom in 1578,
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The Monastic Site at Hinton Charterhouse
M. Aston

Hinton Charterhouse ks one of onty 10 or so Carthusian momasterses in Britain,'
The order was founded in 1084 at Ly Grande Clarireuse in (e mountams north
of Grenohle in the Savoy, Framce, by S¢ Bruno. It momsged 10 combine meare
successfully thiam osy other monustic order the eremitkul or bermal type of
existence with iving within o community {ihe coenabatic e syle ). In onder for
the monks, or Githers, to pursue thest lives of seevice o God and meditation i
peace, cuch house wis equipped with o group of lay brothers who carmed ot
meuch of the servicing of the monustery, preparig food, Tookiog after tie lusd
nncl, with a sensor moak ~ the Procurator; acting as internmedianics between the . \ ‘
ok aned the outsikde woek) To (his codl ey were hoased, in the older found- A
atioss sich as Withamy asd Flinton. in lower howses' or ‘freries” (from the Freach
waord for brothee - freve - mevicably cormapled 1o Friney” im Eogland) Jocated
Al wne chistunce away from the madn monastery. bn later houses, particufarly
thersn Tommedied Erom thye badie LA cemtury onstnds, thes “lvweer lomse was nswally
bt adgcent to the mnin monastery arouns) a scoood comriyard. In Frome
e 1eom ‘correnie” s Trequently fownd denoting the detached lvwer howse, a5 al
L Gramde Chartresie itsell,
The sell-pontainod mature of the colls, oo smafl hopses, of the dividal
monks necessitated o totally different plaa for o charterbouse than wonld be
cxpoctod sormally of & medicval mosbie hoose ol any other peder Usaully the
communal buiklings of church, chapter howse, refectory amd even the clister are
nuch redoced In size, whise o larger cloister is pravided with cells and ganbens
evenly spoosst around it Adeguite winer sippdy oo druinage bad 10 be provided
via condluits and pipes 1o cach ool from a good supply noarby. Inordee o provide
ihe stlence and solitude required by the monks. isolated sites were chasen and
high wallserected o diitmos thi activities of the ouesick workd from the monks.
Lands granted to the charterhonses for their support would Bive heen
worked dicectty by the lay beothers, The vorrere would finve been the masin Ixise
of these apricoMural {or forestry o industrinl} actvites but ebewhere grunges
were set up. ds on the Cisteecion model, aod Tamls st some distance Troms the . .
menastery workexd froom these.
Hinton displays a8 of the charscteristios obe mipht expect of uchaietionse
fousded in the 15th century (Figuse 3). The actual site chosen was i a bunting
park (ux 2 Beoawvale und Skeen), ua aren of land alresdy molated from the
normal activities of a medicval munor. This was situated between the villege and
church of Hinton and the river Prome 1o the cast, an aren shll welbwondad
in the 18t cemtury and probably more wikl, solated and wooded in the 1dh
century {Figures | & 2),
The lowes bowse or “correns’ was estubished on the edge of the park by the
river, which was probably ased to power a mill and may have beem used for
navigation. hringeng goods 10 and from the monastery. The site s now maked by
the small hamlet of five hoases called Fraary (Figure 1), Some of the bualdings
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Figure 1
The areo of Histon Charterhouse aed Friary in 1785 based om plas DDVFL in Somerset Cosaty Recond Office.
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Figure2

The area of Hinton Charterhoss (Hinton Abbey) and Frisry today with, inset, the plan of the excavated medieval priory to the same scale,
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Plan of Hinean Chanterhose mediornl baaddings, after Pletcher 1951 and 19589
seud Hogy 1975, sel msihs the enclosure shown om the 17RS map.

here muy date back to monastic times or the perniod nmedsately afteraards ianed
there are the remains of walls of 2 probable mill with a 15¢b-century window.
nber remaings are said o hove boen palled down 1his century. All around are
vague arcas of corthworks, sprmgs and small streams and there are memories of
buried conduits nad walls baing found. Nearby, on the edge of the preseat wood,
is the roofless ruim of “Ela’s well, of probabie medieval date.'
What would we expect to find at such a correne in the 15th century? Exam-
ples in Frunce ot Le Liger (near Blows) and Portes (department of Ain) give as
some ien. There would bave boen a chapel for the lay brothers (Witham Friary
church remnins 1o show what a 12th-century example was like in England | and
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there would have been a dormitosy, or cells, refectory and other communal
brulbdimgs as well as at least one cedl for the Procuratar, the moak in change of the
lay brothees, There would alsa have been a sot of frm buildings - barns, stables,
cattle sheds and so on - ns well as perhops industrial busldings concermed with the
maistenance of the micanstery and the preparation of foodstulfs, Since there are
only twa definde correries in Britain, af Hinton und Witham (the lstter with a
village on tap of it), and one possible one a1 Beauvale. and none of these have
been excavated we know liedke s detall shoat them, Friary, of Hinton Charter-
house & a partsoulardy important site beimg the only Gngely unbudi-over correne
still having carthworks.

As hus been shown above, Green Ore wis ane of the main granges of
Hinton . The carly name of the scems to bave been Greneworth w0 there moy
have been a pre-monmstic farm oa the site. It formed the centre of the upland
estute on the Mendips, much s Charterhonse did tor Witham, and as sach wis
an ingrortand sheep ranch, Like Charterhosse (0 mst Tiave had aocomaectation
for several lny beothers, a chapel nmd ut least one cell for the Procurntar, xs well
s range of Tarm Baildings, barns usd the ke,

e waoter supply for the monastery ot Hinton Chanierhouse almost
cartainky came from a spring to the north west of the monnstic buildings, The ste
cliasen for the clokster and cells ks alimsost Nt and there are few hills nearby to give
a head of water. The only Righer Lo i 10 the sorthy b @ spring is shown 270
metres away on the map of 1785, When Major Fletcher excavated the site in the
19505 heee B severnl conduts snd chupnels suppéying watee to the cells amd his
plan sugpests o soaree Lo the porth west of the monustery with wates Oowing
roughly eastSouth east, The tll is, bowever. so shight thac the water coald have
been conveyed either dockwise oc inticlockwise aronmd the rear of the cells - the
latter on balasce seoms more likely. The waste water wosthd then lave fowed
uway towards the valley to the cast, down to the Frome. There may, of course,
Bavve e oeoeduit in the contre of the large closter as ot Loosdon il Mo
Gruve

he excavations carned out by Maor Fleicher revealed muoch of the decl
of the southerm half of the site — the area of the kerge dosster and cclls, south of
the main coenmumal buddings of church, chapter house and refectory (Figure 3)
Earthworks stil remain on the site dearly indicating the cells, gardens and rear
witlls (Figure 45, The present house issugpested 1o incorparate the gatehouse and
possable guesthouse” but the area (o the south, now extensive gardens, has not
been excavated. We maght expect thes aren o contan more cedls is not eoough
were Jocated in the excusations 10 acconnt for the 16 or 17 monks Kasown of in
the [é&th century (e abave); it s oot oscommon o find extra cells added to
Curthesinn monassteries -« both the Loodon and Mounst Grace sites have cells
clonrly mldes) afier the main plan had boen Lkt out.” Also, i the kier mkidle
ages, the ny brothees and the operabons of the lower house may well hyve boon
woved closer 10 the mnin monastery. We might expect to find barns, stubles nnd
Eay-brothers” scoommodition i & court somewheore oar the gaichouse by the
el of the maddle ages

The luyout of the cells mromimd the lrge clossier demonsirates & feature seen
at other aarly sites whero a delsherate atfeotpe wis made 10 isolute (he cells amxd
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Figure 4. Actlal phosteruph of the Charterboe earlimocks ut Hintoa



their gardens from the surrounding countryside, Hetween the rear of the cell
gardens and the outer wall there is & dead area, probably used for gardens or
postore. The main precinet wall les beyand this area, In effect there were two
walls isplating the cells from the outside workd. This can bcmn\wmunfmm
what we koow us a resalt of the small-scale excevations curmied out there,” it cun
b sewm al the contemporary howse of Le Liget in France, and it can be seen ot
Beauvale, where the outer boundary is marked by a massive bank.” Prospects af
muny houses all over BEurope, in Maisony de £ ovdre des Chartrenses shiw similar
urranpgeiments.

There are many other carthworks asd featuees at Hinton, incduding peob-
nbde medieval quarmes and fishponds, snd there are carthworks which ook ke
post-medieval garden features, What is clearly needod now is & full sppraisal of
the lanclscape around the charterhouse, and lts correnie at Friary, with sarveys to
the stundard of the Royal Commission on Historka] Monuments, in arder to
understand the setting of the medieval monassery. Hinton represents a anigue
example, both in architecturad and Landscupe terms, of o rare type of monastic
institunion. It Das survived with esough detsil 1o enable us 10 reaomstrost and
unslerstand the original armangements almost completely,
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NOTES ON THE OLD STONE CROSSES OF
THE COUNTY OF AVON

by J. M. Hunt

As the 1990 rapidly approach, the years have seemed to race by as we become
more engrassed in our hectic lifestyles; althoagh we now work less hours per
week and have more leisure time than, say, 120-15) years ago; thes bours
worked were both longer and ptiysically harder with Jeisure time a luxury, and for
some people a "day out’ wus 1o travel peshaps only 15.20 miles mcluding the
retarn journey! During 1he years | 840-1560 there were some people, however,
who were able 10 emjoy nteresting use of thear leisure time over many years,
when travelling around the counties of Bristol, Gloucestershire and Somerset.,
for example the members of the Archaealogiead Tnstitate of Great Britadn and
Ireland, Somersatzhire Archacological and Natural History Socioty und of the
Cotteswold Club. One such member of all three wis a certain Charles Pooley,
FSA, who, in 1368 had pablished o book eatitled Nows an the Ol Crosses of
Clowcessershire, in which be wrote » dedication 10 The President and members
of the Cotteswokd Clab, i memory of twenty years association” and of the many
pleasant secollections oF sambdes ey had mode ogether, B his peeface, he said
1he book was simply a collection of notes, he baid no claims to origisality. the sole
object being 1o preserve i record of the andlent crosses, which were damuaged
during the 17th century, the mutdated seamams scatiered throwgh the country. He
does nol mention the reason why they were erected, suffice to say, he hoped they
would sot be complotely destroyed . Pooley says they were archidecturnlly of sim.
ple design, a few exceptions being the High Crosses and the Preaching Cross a1
Iran Acton. The question of restoration be thought best keft for others to decide
= the old crosses, “weather staiped and lichen covered had value a1 least in the
exes of the antiquanies’,

In 1877, Pooley's book on O Crossex of Somerset was published,, in which
he recalls there have heen over 200 crasses withan that county, rangisng from
Suxea remaing 10 IS I6th-oentury crosses, some of which were domolishod
between 1 7901860, some when only in need of reparr, e g. the Market Cross of
Glastonbary. He wiites “These structnses belag in wang of repidr and from their
situation incomvenient sisce the introduction of wheolod carringes into the Marsh
area, it was dotermined to pull them down, which was done accordingly in the
year 18087, In modern times, betweeen the 1N and 1981, the general public
travel by the wse of ever-inaeasing numbers of privately-owned cars, not only
locally, but for great distances, and return oach day, so they can visit many other
parts of the country (askde from the next county!), How masy people today are
aware that in historic cities, lowns or pictaresgue willoges and within the
graveyards of the ancieot churches, are still the remains of miedteval crosses,
some of whach are now used as memotial crosses,

While travelling around the counties of the West Country (in particular)
1 Isave beon aware of the old crosses, but have not given them too much thought,
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thot @ until at the March 1987 BAARG Svmpossum, dunng which fellow
BAARG member Vince Russett, being o resident of that county, appropriately
gave an ilusirated talk on crosses of Saomerset, [was Gkt with snspiration when
I learnt of Pooley™s book on Gloucestershire crosses, Having soquired o copy, |
retraced Pooley's footsteps and during the two years since have yisited and
photo-recorded most of the ™ mentioned in his book, besides locating several
thiat he mesed, Apart from churchyund crosses, others were known as Preaching
{Preachens?) Cross, Village Cross, Wayside Cross, some of which were sited neas
s {THoly) spriag and culled "Water Cross’

The carlier types of stone crosses, being simply o0 beaded shaft set into the
grownd, later become o heas] set onm to a shaft whach itself wis set into (and fixed
with dead ) o secket which it sat on top a base made up of sevesal steps, there
wos abo the ormate bgh cross and Inter the claborate marke! cross

Until the Eh cestury, markets were quite commonly beld in churchyards,
a usetul open space Mt the contre of town where peaple congregiated. [n 1285
Edward | declared: ‘Henceforward neather Lairs oor murkets be kept in church-
yireds for the hooowr of the chmrch’, so, as no-one hightly disregarded him, the
teaclers obediently moved out, but, being nocustomed to mecting at e cross
[hargaens struck heoeathy it being regarded s binding ), so 1he crosses were buill
in the sreet, Some of the earbiost market crosses date from the carly Ldth
cemtury. Grrndunlly the cross developed into o small clronlar o octagonal struc-
borre wathy seatanng arosind the Busse and o rool projected from the pellars o preovide
shelter for those who could not afford stallholdors” foes

Hesides tading ‘at the cross', sermons were pecachedd trom i, laws
proclasmed and Smons of marriage published from the steps; also, labowrers amd
domestic srvants gathered there for the Mayday, Michuelmus and Martinmaos
fieing fars

Duating e 600 veanrs 13731973 Bristol was o ity somd 0 coumy. Since 1974,
when parts of North Somerset and of Soath Gloucestershire were attached 1o i1,
Hestaol County became the Camaty of Ason,

So, it now contaim some of the medieval orosses of the former three
counthes. As Pooley said m his book, ‘1 lay oo cluim to originality, thes is simply
ncoBlection of notes”. So the follosdng are sisnpdy up to date noles oo some of the
Ol Stome Crossaes in the oy of Aven

DESCRIFTION OF CROSSES

1. Abbods Leigh
Churehyard cross, Psth cemury, Situated on noreh sxle of chiureh

Ia IA08

BASE Throe steps. Octaganal, Size4n Zin S din /10 10in
The lowest step without a degp moalding

SOCKET  lrregular octogon in upper part, down to obdong square by deep
broaches
The mortise isoblong, for i flattenced shaft

™"

-

(e LM Men)

2 St John's Chwrchyasd, cross

Bty

Paw I N Has)

Abbots Leigh: Chorchyvord Cross




In 1987, 25 Ociobser, photographed:

Formerly ns a churchyard cross, now wsed a5 0 memorial cross; se1 in same
situstion a5 1868, The originsl throe bose steps and sockel (s brosches now
badly worn) remain; now set upon it are another octagonal block, ornate cross
bead und shaft afl modern (post 1868); set into the block are metal plates, on four
sidles, with dedicutinns 1o the fallen of Workd War 1, One plate with dedications
to some (nllen in Work] War 11; is set into onginal socket,

2. Bedmanster, St, Johin's
Churchyard cross. 15th contury. (Later 19141918 memorial orass. )

Fre J877

BASE Four steps. Octagonal, each hasadop moulding on the wop edge,
widh set-olf at the bottom edge

SOCKET Octagonal. Top is badly worn asdd set-off at bottom edge

When bast visited by Poaley, T e been demolished, 1he Tragments lnying m the
grass about the churchyard’

In 1957

Photograph shows ald baso of three steps (re-vrected ) with o sew socket. shal
and hend

in 1974,

Llsedt aes a 1958 1918 War Memorul, dedicanion imcised o the mew socket

in 657

Base < two steps (180 and 10in, thesr full hedghe), the third step set with its top
surface fush with grosnd, Although photograpbed and dramm by weiter, limited
rescarch dooe, (Perhnps members of the Malago Socety ete. counld rescarch and
publish in futiere adition of Avan Pea?)

5. Kings Weston, Bewys Cross
Wayslde Cross, Possibly earty 15h century.,
In 186N
BASE Three steps. Swe Tieoka. sg /50 7in. 5. 40 2in, 5
A cuniowsly worked hale in top step, which tradition says is where
satbors deposited their offerings .
SOCKET Lower part, square, sngles, conves broaches, npper
part octagonasl
SHAFT  Oxtagonal, tapering, squure at foot, with convex
brooches, Gued mitasocket, Overall beight 2t approx,

In F858

‘A very noted cross, callked Bewy's Cross, formerly stood in this Parish sear the
Severn, and was beld in high estwmation by sailars, who paid theis devotons to it
on lasding.”
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Brswal: Civie High Cross

2 M. Maas)

e

Bratot: The High Cross of Baisiod




in 1987

11 oo ssands by the duckpond in the garden of Kings Wesoa Schoot,

In 1989, @ April, photographed:

BASE Four stepasquare. The bottom one esther modern, post 1865, or il

wiss covered by aoacummlared soll when seen as three steps by Pooley?

SOCKET  Asoriginal, with worn broaches
SHAFT  Origlaal lts top broken off.

4. Bristed, Migh Crass
The High Cross of Bristol
i) The High Croes (oo whilch refesence will be mnde frou the Calendar®
1247),
i) The High Croes, descoibwd by Bareetn, erected m | 373 {which s
marked on Hoctagle s map ¢, 1575)
) The same cross, embellishyed and raised hagher (o 390 Gen, ) and other
wiatues ndded 1633, reign of King Charles |,
iv) The sumse cross, freshily palted and gisded 15%7 (at the tinse, such o bugh
cust, that s other cross in the Kangdom exceoded ind),
V) The cross, tiken down 1733 (boing o the crosswson of High Steeet/
Wine Strect/Carn Street and Broad Street was moved o,
wi) College Green, re-erected (us part consecrated by the Baboars of Jordan,
s ou-enission iy of SEAuwgustine who fiest preached Christianay to the
Anglo-Savons more than a thowsand yoars before)
vit) ‘Token down again! 1763 (conssdered to be an obstraction to
pedestrans )
viil) Rensoved 1o Stoushiend, 1766 (s August ).
) A mew cross erected (at cost of £450, 1851)

Ihe exact date of the High Cross I8 stated 1o be 1373, 1 was erected 10
commemornte an important chorter, which Edward TH granted to the bargesses . .
of Bristol, making Bestol o county. Although the 14th century & given to the
High Cross, there isan MS Caleodan® extang, et refess o an carlier cross "Amnno
1247, now that the bridges went bappily forward, the towmsmen om thas side of
[ihe] Avon, umsd these of Redailfe were incorporated, and become one town,
whach before was two, and the 1wo places of mar ket Brought 1o one — vz — that
at Redelifte side being kepe at Temple Cross or S, Alleage or Stallege Cross, also
that from OX Market, near Lawford Gate, both being mude one, were kept
where it s now, und o feire cross there built - viz - the High Cross which is

beautiful with statues of several of oar Kings.”

Harrett expressly states, that the erection of the 1373 cross was anly the
‘rebudlding the removed cross on the spot whor the old one stood’, implying.,

cleasty, the existence of a High Crass before that time and on that same spt

i
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%1, Uevrge. Easton: Dua John's Uwan's) Cross {ressains)

(Maooe 1M e

Chapoang Sodbury: Village Cross (restored )




Statwey of Varbous Kings und One Queen

Onr 1373 Cross;

King Johr faced north: Broad Sireet. He gave the firz chirer and very
extensive chaners of privileges, espeGally the ground near
the rivers.

Ring Heney I Taced east; Wine Street, He confirmed King Honry [1's
charter, that established it ns a major town, also King Joha's
charter, and joined Redeleffe 1o Briseod, making it corporate
fown,

Kirg Edword 11! fncod west: Corn Streer.
King Edword IV faced sowth: FHigh Street. 260 vears later . .
King Hewry IV wias addded in now niche, faced oast, when cross wis enlarged

and repaired m 1033 Ve granted and confirmed all previous
charers.

Crascere Edzabedv § facedl west: she also hud confirmed alf previoes chanters.

King darrey Tvced somth: he also renewsad and coofirmed all previows
charters,

King Clrarkes ! faved south, He granted a new charter, and sold the castie und
s dependencies to the city, which, wo the great annoyance of
the inhabstunts, bt before been out of the mayor’s
Jarisdicton.

In 1851
The new High Cross was erected in IS5 at the cost of £450 (st &s in fact a pan
restarution of the okl one). It was set up at the apex of College Green, ktor
movexd (o the centre of Coldege Green wd the junction of foar footpaths, when
astatue of Queen Vactonas was sel up at the apex. Later both cemaved. Vietoria™s
statue was seploced whilsa the Cross wis vandalsad before being re-erected,
afbict only the vpper purt, eohanced with four statues thunks (o momes raised by
the Civic Socety and otbers m Oclober 1956, i the grounds of Berkeley Square,

£ Chipping Sotdbury
Village cross. 16ch century and modern. Sitaated the O Cross.
In 1563

Now stunds 1o the garden of the Catholic chapel, moved these by the Rev,
R. M., Cooper in 1882, parchined from Me Clark, It formecly stood mear the
Portcullis Inn. was then taken in 1772 to orchiard over the brook aear Trotman's
ML, by M. T, Packer, baliff

BASE Modern masonry.

SOCKET I unusually large, difters from the ordinary form, by having is
sides, which arc square, the upper part ‘thumb moulding
edged, below whach, sides are bollowed, then chamfered, then
squired’,
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SHAFT Ocugonal 1apering { perhaps a mosolith —one store ), now three
pleces comented together with usual fine broaches 81 Yin, high.

Tu 1987, March, photographed.
The cross pow stamds ot the T jusction of the high street (north end). 1t Is now
used as a memorial stone to the falken of Workd War 1 (1914-1918) ansd World
War 11 {1939-1945),
New BASE  Foursteps, octagonal, (Top step twice height of others. )
New large square block set om steps, all four sides incised with
dedication 1o the fallen.

Old SOCKET Asongmnal.
Old SHAFT  Asoriginal. Above its carved collaris .
New HEAD A stone cross,

6. Blackswoeth, St Goorge, Easton
Callex) Do Juans Cross,

for J804:

‘O o il withun a few yanks of the turspike gate keading down to Crews (Hole)
was o small dwelling bouse, in former ages n catholic chapel, dedicated 10
St Anthony, in the high way above 200 yards west of the church stood Don
John's Cross, which was cireular column of lresstone, ralsed on an octagonal
base.” What remains of it are said to have been placed near an adjsoent house
when the church was helng built, but its memary is only preserved by the name
at the door of o pearby inn {Don John™s Cross). The legendary tale is, the cross
was named after the corpse of Doa John, perhaps Dominic Johannis, & noble
Spaniord rested here on route to his place of intermsent {probably in Spain) from
Bewstul,

The information below was fuken from the book The History of Kingswood
Foredt, Fist publeshed in 1891 ropomted 1969, by A, Braine (1 was shown »
copy )

There s noevidance to confirm this story, sxcepiing the fact that a crass s100d
there from time ymsmemosial |

According to the late Rev. H. . Ellacombe, of Bitton, he said "1 is noticeable
thin the castie [of Brmlol] was called 1he “dungeon”, and in the depositions
|pertamning 10 the separution of (the cstle from 1he chase, Sth Chas, 1] 1w
witnesses speak of it as the Dungeon's Cross; if so, the old tradition of Domini
Johanes lnls 10 the groumd.'

A. Braine sy ‘Maorcover, is ancient nanse does not savour of Spanash origin
at all - “Dungell” being, in all senses etymologically considered Saxon.' A
reduced facsemile of & map dated 1610 Is artached 1o the book The History of
Kimgrwood Forest in the possession of Thos. Wm Chester Master, esq. of Kaole
Park & Cirencester Abbey. On the map is 0 cross (named as Don Johns Crosse]
drawn as i hving Sown full lesgth and consises of & cross et into & socket, on top
of three steps. It is ot the junction of two ‘roads’, Lordon Waye and Bath Waye,
now called Clowds Ml Rowd andd Surumerkil! Rowd.
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In 1976;

During the course at recording grave ssomes, and Inscniptioes of same, by
mombers of BAARGIAGRA poor to their removal or dostruction, the remuins
of the crass was found. amd re-erected in the grounds of the ‘aew’ church,
formerly the Charch Hall. The church was destroved Ia 1976,

The remains:

SOCKET  Octagonal, Dsmeter 3in. Height 13in,
Octagonal faces 15in./17in,

SHAFT  Octagonol. (Stump) caly 1 3imsfugh,
Oxctagonad faces din. Diameter 12%in,

Ack o bedgensents

The writer wishes so thank Vince Russell for initial inspleation , Jumess Russofl for
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faw , Mirs C Hunt, for tepiag, without whom this article would sot have uppeired
in Avon Past.
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APPLEGARTIFS GUIDE TO
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

A complete gusde to the metsl, stone of
muterial appropriate to cach wedding
unniversary. Yo know obout sibver, godd
and diamoad? Did you kivow about paper,
sugar andd jo1”? Wood, copper and &lk?

Not sipwe the Victorium age hus such o
usedul and charming boak been prodsced
to aid the bemased gilt buyer.

Coples are an sale ut some Bristol
hoakshops, or froo the pabbishers,

1 95p postal osder (incd, pdop..at

37 Linden Road, Redland, Bristold BS6TRN,
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SCHOOLDAYS
Part I1: 1917-1922

by Jessie Sheppard

1917 started ghoomaly, mother and | went to the pictares on Mondays and Thurs-
days ot the Old Gem, Merchaat Street. On our way into town, down Alfred Hill,
past the Tnfirnsary, we used to wave t0 the soldicrs on the bakony from the steps.
New Zeakand and Australion wounded soldiers though they might have boen,
they were very cheerful and often threw down sweets to children passing by.
Mother and 1 wsed to pet some Wilks Godd Flake cigarettes and throw thes: up (o
thom, The nights were dark s the giass at the top of the street lights were puinted
dark brown, No shop lights. Going down the steps wissn't too bad as the reflecied
Bighwt Erom the Inlrnany 1 tsem o fatle,

O the other evenings, we stayed st home 1o read — Buffalo Bill, Sexton
Hlake and Tinker, Netson Lee and Nipper and Nick Carter, Mother woulid read
ooe chapter and | woukl reml the next. When it was my 1urn 1o rend, mother
Kmittead sl | Enitted whilst mother read. We made socks for the Red Cross, [ was
no good as sewing, writimg or drawing, but ok prizes for knitting, At this time
s staybog on sehool for disner, we had 10 eat (in the playgrousd o the closk-
room in the winter, | sat om the hol water pipes to cat mine, Motber gave me a
penny on Tuesdays < 3d for fish, Wd for chips and scrampies for dianer. The rest
of the week — Vst for fish or chips, Often T would buy sweets instend and just eat
the picee of bread sl margo | was supposed 1o eat with dinner.

There had been o drought doring the summer of 1916, (the water was tarned
Off Tram 2 pom. untdd 6 o'clock the next marniog. 1 hid 1o come home at Tusch
e 1o il o badh with water for our use. At this tsme the Grammar School bell
came m very handy as o rong at | 40 pom. and 8,45 a.m., this gave me the five
manutes | nesded 10 get 1o school. By now 1 was reading Sherlock Holmes al
schoal, the other books we read ut might ~ mother said not to mention them ot
school as they weren't the soet of books | shoulkd be yeading. We used to change
these widh iy fricnd’s Bather who got all his from the pub, buying two books a
weook ourselves,

We hod o card semetime in February from Dad saving he expectad 10 be
home oo Jeave soon, Our postisan, Mr Lloyd, used (o call out wherever we wore
in the street if there was a letier or card for us. In those days we had three posts
2 day and you could ask the pastnun or postlady i there were any letters amd they
wonld give them o you - not at all like today!

The policoman were also wonderful, one of them, & young one, we used to
walt for and lassoo him s he came roand ihe corner of the street and we woukin'l
e himn o until we hsd a sweet each. He would alwoys wirm us when o change
meant an older man, who would st appreciate our jokes, would be om duty,
and of coarse we made sare we never opser them. At Chrisimss thine we used (o
give them u bar of chocolse vach - Td. The young one brought o bag of sweets
between us, to our sorrow he Jelt us in the summer of 1917 - he was called ap.
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The pictures of Kitchener and his slogan “Youwr Couniry Needy You' were
begsnning 1o fade. The battle of the Somme started and oa the 188 April, whils)
plaving ball outsicle my door with the boy next door, we were surprised to see a
listhe soldier whose kit was as large as himself, and with o huge moustache coming
up the court. Bertsaid 'Ie's My Jones' — Ldida't believe him but stepped imside the
door and sasd to mother T think it's Dad” — it was. By the time mother and 1 had
finished orying at seeang him, the kettle boded nod we had tea. Dad ook out o
long stick of real white bread, all 1the way from France. He glso brought me
another fittke doll, a white rosury and a rext, white and blue rosary for mother; for
her too i pink silk handkerchief sachet with s itibe cottage and the words “T'o my
dear Wite” primted on i, abso o large handkeechae!, which 15l have, cotton with
cach cornet baving o Gescrnl und different war seenes all over 1t Diad was bome
for seven days, | had a week from school as did moest children when fathers came
home on leave, with no loss of marks.

Mothet wis very worried as severnl of our fricads” relatives who had boen on
Seave hid boen reparted missag o killed aboot a month after going back on
duty. Dad weat back and things settled dows again.

ACsehont we were now colleering for the Red Cross — Yl per woek and eges
for wounded soldiess at the Infirmary - Yl Money collected for the Infirmary
wis wed 10 buy eggs and taken down in 2 galvaaised buth every Friday after-
noon . Occssionally somse of ox gunioes weree allowed to poadong with the seniors
helping 10 take the bath down.

By now, 1w apstaies with the semone Alhough stll eonstdered The st
inteltigent girl in cliss, | owie getling into troulde over writing, drawing. cto.
I could not write two paragraphes without o blor and in those days o wits pea and
ik, How | envy the scholans of today, 1 um sure if T hud weitten withs a biro pen
my life would Iusve boen mech mose pleasant, Unfortunately T wasalways getting
Into troable for talking too much. 1 jumped o dass into Staadard 1 - the class
1 e mmcest, ux the tenchier und | wete ut boggrerheads, although this &d not
prevest her from using me 80 answer the Inspecion’ questions on theer visits.
Adter about four weeks in thes ches, |tk evesy Foday afternoan ot A fnend
who hived st the botsoes of the Court got her sster o write notes 1o say T wis
visiting one of their sistors in hospital, thes was true somctimes! | wis very pleased
when I left thot class. The teacher, although | heartily disliked her, was not really
o blame us she was the sole supporter of an bavalid mother and ssster and the girks
she favoured were the omes who hrought [ttle gifts for her.

| then jumped another class: in this class Miss Webbers was the teacher and
we gaton very well. 1Tsaill had ihe reputation of being the most imtelligent bat the
most untady girt in the class!

1918 szarted with nothing hut bad pews, cvery ather child seemed 10 be
lowing refstives, food wis getting even more (fficult, gloom seemed to be all
around, Then came the sutumn of 1918 and we were hit by what was called the
Spanish ‘flu. By this time all the schools b Brissol were closed. 1 had "Mua the week
the schoabs closed anel was deaf for o fortnight. | was out playing oo the Thursday
before Armistice when the rumonr started that the war would be at an end the
next day. Friday the 11th daweed, o typical November day. My friend and | had
dressed up and weee playing, we had been told 1o listen for guns goeng off at
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11 o'clock whach would mean that the war was ended. The fiest thing we heard
was the bedl ringing and putting on our eoats (o hide our fancy dress, we russhed
ino the stroel, Everyane was out on their doorsteps very excited with the guns
going off. People started showting and currving on. 1 weat back to the house to
ke some cocoa for my foend and mysel when mother came home, hall crvog,
half Laughing o the thought that Dad would be home soon. My friend ran off
home after drmking the cocoa. Mother and | had some bread and jam and
another cup of cocoa before petting ready 10 2o out.

We went down town, down Alfred Hill. At that time there were steps at the
bottom and on the left there were green arcas of grass with o glass cornidor. On
the ocher shde were (he bakonies filled with beds for the soldiers: they were
mostly Austratians and New Zealanders and they called out and waved as people
wenl by. On this special day people were throwing up packets of cigarertes and
tobacco (o the soldicss sl they were throwing down chocolate (o the children,
Mother bosght two packets of Goid Flake for me to throw up,

When we reached town, crowds were everywhere ~ Castle Street was
packed, so was OI8 Markes, In those days Peter Street, High Street. Mary L
Port Street snd the markets - flower and vegetables and fish markets - aece
Town. People were evervwhere, groups singing, shoating andd dancing. A few
s100d 0 corners pecding (0 be with people, bul 1 saw people srving, those for
whom there would be no jovful roumson.

Open ok meetings with the churches fuly represeated were in progress, we
stopped at ooe just starting 1he hymn "“Now thank we all our God' followed by &
prayer and the sermon, The Vicar holding the meetiog was elderly and [ can still
sce his face today as he scemed to be talking more 10 us children than to the
acules, reminding us of why they had fought and in many cases, why they had
piven their ves, Most belioved it woald lead to o better world if they wan this war
amdd they died for a berter world, a world of peace and understanding of neigh-
bouring counteies, This at the time dicn ™t meas all that moch o me, a5 fiur as § was
comarmed if we had not fought the Germans, they would have taken us over.
Then the Vicar sakd, and I still remember the expression on s face, that it was
apr 1o s tosee thers would be oo more wirs Iike this again, We finshed by singing
the National Anthem.

After this mother and | went 10 Wootworths, & 38 and 64 store i Castle
Street, where mother bought me o fitthe ching ornament - a little dovecote in
green ool white with doves with gilt wings. | still have it alibough one of the wings
Is broken - to me i stilf stands for Peace.

We went on down 10 the Centro; il was gotting dark and the trums were lit
up and ull the shop windows., Asgs were hanging all over the shops and baildings.
After dark It was like airyland, The few bonts in harbour were covered in Nags.
The people and o lew salorns were waving, a night [ shall never forget. 1t is still
merre vivid than 1945 being younger it was the biggest thing | had ever seen,

Peace was signed June 1919, Our sebool hod a tea party and cach child was
given a copy of Landseers Peace,

Dad came home in Apal 1919, No employment about: bke thousamds of
others when needed they were the salt of the earth but when the fighting Gnishod,
0 one wanted them, Before the war Dad had been a gardener but as there was
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00 hope of 3 job in that line he became a docker. At first he wis Jocky if bo pot
one day's work & week, thee he got on the banana boat for two doys o week, this
with the ten shillings & week from the exchange. Mother had hulf u crown o day
with Is 6 on Saturday and a meal. 1 was doing a paper round for 25 6d per week
und belping mother oo Saturduys for 6d. My job was to clean knives and boots.
From 1919 mother worked for a couple who had twe St. Bernard dogs (prize dogs
at Crufis— Winston sod Julic). [used 10 take them on the Dowes for hadf an howor.,
this | looked formard to all the week, they were grand dogs, you oaly had 1o
talk 10 them and they were stting down in front of you before you had fiaishod
speaking,

Thangs were getting hetter now, Dad had his two days o week and often o
hald day on the Sconch Coaster. O Sutuntsy momnings and during the school
hodidays 1 used 1o take Jack, my dog, who was i cross betweea an [rish terrier il
an Adredele, down 1o the Bristol Docks, One day the forensan ot the warchoase
came out il asked if be could cateby rats 1, of conrse, said yes!, never having
seon him catch a mouse let alone o ral. However, that morming he csupht three
cats for which 1 orecoivid Bs 6. After that | ook Iim with w evory time
Twent with Dad. On Saturdays | had to deave the docks by % o' clock 1o get 1o work
but on other days, we condd sty until twolve. In those “good old davs' rent was
A5 Ol per week , coal 25 A per ewt, corm beel 6 per I and hae T 3d per [, but
with wages ax they were there wasa't mach feft over for huxunios.

1922 brought the dockers” strike — postrike poy or DIESS then, and there was
e ot of eroobko in town with the mounted police out,

This wis my liuse year at school and aftes two years and o bat, 1 coukdn't leave

quickly emough.

BEIRTEIRTEIAT
BRISTOL SAMPLERS

The current interest in these fascinating picoes of work is reflected in the
recent range of gifts now on sale at the Museum Shop, ltems available
mclude:

Notclets (wallet of 10 notelets with envelopes) £2.95
Address Books £9.05
Correspondence Sets (25 sheets & 15 envelopes) £4.00
Notehooks £2.25 £2.50 £2.75
Calemdars £7.95
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SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE
by Julic Boston

How would you feel if you won o 30% reduction in your working day, 2 redestion
in your working week and & pay nise? That sort of victory would call for a cele-
bration pot just once but again and again, Bul most of us, numbed by work,
cannot bother to think of anything so absurd. No work scems more likely than
less woek.

In fact the victory was not won by an andividual but by & grosp of workers.
It wus not won at a time of optimesm bat during times like these. Times of
uecmplovment, of tmid trade wnion organssation and, even more importunt, it
wass Bere in Bristol, October 1859 was the monh when &t lease 2,000 workers
repeesenting at keast 20 work places took strike nction and won. In my opinson we
shoukl coimmemorate tha episode m hstory.

A Busdred yvears ago this sutumn the gos Hghts in the splendid oases of
Clifton and Cothum becanse diminer each might. As the sun set the streels grew
menacingty dark, There lad been po gas light for seven days; the furmaces of the
Bristol Gus Company were gromang cooler and coaler because the ssokers had
been oo sirvke for a week. They were striking against 8 12-hour day — with an
Fa-hour shalt ut the weekend chungeover; they were also striking against their
uppalling wages.

Stasedl 1o thar way the gas workess sound as though they were bound to win,
But just as the victories of 1559 have been successfully hidden from us, so hos
the oppression of the decade which preceeded i A solidasity strike against
victunesation of gius warkess resulted in a year's impeisoament for those involved.
Porverty was sa extreme thut chiklren had o contribuse to the tamily budget. The
dynamic Bea Tiflett, for instance, worked from the sge of live in the brick fiekls
of Brisaod carrying colil bangs of cday to be fired in the bot kins.

What gave the Bristol workers the coadidence to strike in the face of these
difficudtne=? The frogile trude anion movement of the 18BN had concentrated on
paying out benedit: money for sickness; accidents and burial costs. As there were
wirtually oo strikes, Nk stake fusd wus pald out during the decade. However,
2 small group of socialists contmeed to campaign by holding weekly meetings,
publishang newdettens and speaking o street corners.

The London Dack Steike was the cruciad factor in the success of the strikes,
The bocal paper brought dadly reports of s cortain defeat which must have
Inspired the Bristol Gaswarkess to organise a procession to ratse money. The
rally wins saddressed by Bristod's only Labour cosncillor und a socalise solicitor
who pointed out that the London dockers' were “fighting a batthe the same as the
Bristol men would be fightiog later on”

A week luter 200 men at Lysaghts” Gadvamisang Iron Works 100k sirike
uction. The gas workers again showed solichirity hy forming a Strike Organisation
Committee with the co-operation of socsalists and Trades Councll membess.
Eight days later they were back o work - victorious.
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The gas workers methodically prepared for their awn industrial action by
gaining prosises of co-operation from the lnmplighters amd factory wirkers.
They akso made links with the Both Gasworkers as well as scamen as far away s
Liverpool who agreed to be o the alent for scabs.

The Bristod Gas Compuny had atso organised. They cantacted an enire-
prencus who offered “free Babour” 10 break the strike. Ome hundred and twenty
scabs from Exeter were broought in by train. Despite & massive police escoet the
cabs carrying them never reached the Avon Sticer gusworks becavne 51 Philip's
Marsh Brxlge was blocked by carts and people. The scabs from Frome got
through bt comsistent picketing of the furminees forced the employers 1o concede
an esght-hoar day, o sixday week and a pay rise. Whiks the strikers feasted on the
meat, bread rolls, beer amd tbaecomtendod for the scabs ane of the local papers
Sectured the erployers om theie ‘abject surrender”,

Hut o 55 not just the gas workers of 1589 we shookd remember. Dock work-
ey, galvanssed-iron workers o) Lysaghts, the trmmwaymen, tobacco workers and
i thensand women 2t the Barton Hill catton fuctory all took strike acton, waon
pay nses, a shonter day, and an end (o e petty Gnes. Thoy were joined by othes
trodes whose skills alone give o graphic picture of Victorman imdustry: Robinson
ail ke workers, boot and shoe workers, stay makers, bowsh makers, hatters,
ol and colour workers, pipe makees, coal carriers, box makers, nnd — most
dnpoetant of all = scavenpens (the privated stroel cleaners?). Not onky wits their
sruggle opposed by (the majority of | ‘the clergy , moneybags und the locul greess”,
but at least one empioyer — e owner Of o bat Gatory - tied (o victimise the
Teacling militomts, Phespise tse anset of winter the strikers primted 2 list of a dozen
people who had returmed to woek without their colleagues. The rest staved ot
until the sacked were re-instated,

To some peapde the fact that oll this lappened o 100 years ago makes it
irrebevant, s past bistory, Bt the anbons they budl Souresh. The Transgaort and
Genernl Workess Union s Bossed (o sabstuntiol bushding in Victorss Street. In
place of the one wnion organiser of 1839 there w o (ull staff,

The South West Regional {Mfice ol the Trmles Union Congress Iy also
boused in o mognificest mansion in Howbury Rosd, Westbary on Trym. No
duraba they are looking forwand to o messive mates reduction, Have they any plans
to splash out the several thousand they 1l be savieg om rutes and spend it on
centeaury cedebeations” No

The tracle umion officials are not colebeating the victories of 189, What
about the Adult Educstion Movement? Perhages they e plasning o course on
something which has certainly reduced the hours and impraved the pay of those
af ws who beloag to amions. The heawtiful, free bloe booklet oo Adid Educarion
dan Brisrol S900F surely must acksowledge the victories of 100 yeurs ago, Another
disappomtment, Neither History - Local, oor Local History covers amy course an
indhastrial nctson m Bristol, 1849

*Any movement which is igoorant of lls cwn history s # prisoner of other
people’s history . . we can't posably win the future unbess we keep our hands on
the past’. This guotation from Guyn Wilkiams comes from ose of Bristol Broad-
sicles’ pablications. Broadsides has introduced us to much of our past struggles
but what of the victonies . . - 7 Whille reading Pacards and Ple Morey it n queue
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ut the Department of Empioyment 3 viice said "D you koow what deal-runeers
are?' Ho told me that his great grandfather was probably a sciab beciuse be came
froe South Wales, The memory is not dead.

O 260 October 1859, 100K people celebrated thelr victory m the streets
of Bristol, Among the speakers was Ben Tillett, wha had wocked since the age of
five, Vickary, the gas warkers' leader, painted oot that as the wealth was created
by the workers they were entithed 1o-g share of it The current Tory attack on the
tradle umion movement in general and the dockers in partsoular is o reminder that
Marx's comment in the Manifesto of the Commuaisn Party is sill appropriute
oy Tl history of ol iche o existing sociery is the histooy of class struggles.”

LETTER TO THE EDITORS

THE GHOST OF SARAH SIDDONS

Sarah Ssddors perfonmed ot the Theatre Royal from March 1779 anwards. She
wass slreody established m Bath amd played in both cities until 1807, 1t is not
suspriskag that her ghost was repated to hawnt the stage ot the Theatre Rayal until
i was destroyed an 1970

The most sagnificiun sighting was during the run of the Grst producton of the
Hrsstol Old Vie s February 1946, The play was the 'Beao Stratagem’ by Fargbar,
& pooca thach i tune with the penod of the theatre, The sctress whosaw the ghost
was Yvonne Mitchell. In one sceme she had o go under the stage (o muke an
entrance on the OF side, Asshe cunie up the staers on 1o the stage she hind 1o pash
past agorhee figure in 1Sth-contury deess who was walting in the wings, She
thowght nothing of it and went on to the stage. Later she realised that in that
scene il the notresses wearing [8th-century dress were already on the stage,
A0 who was the mysterious figure in the wings, When she saw a picture of Mrs
Suddons which hung in the Director’s office she recognised her as the mysteriows
Higure im the wings,

Other folk who worked bischstage, especially lute ul sight and an thets owa,
clasmed to have seen the higure ghiding scross the stage in 18th-century dress, [t
wias hardly surpesing as the theatre was & very spooky place at night. If there had
been a performance the heat from e stage lighting cawsed the rool members 10
expand and round aboat midnight they wounld contract causing eeae creaks and
bangs. There were always draughts whistling round and often the stage arca
would only be i by 4 single badl. Above all there wis the stmosphere of nearly
200 years of dust, saze and paint. a smell whach evoked the spint of past perfor-
mers. As that stage 15 no more, | woukd doubt whether the ghost of Sarnh Ssddons
Bawnts the antiseptic backstage of the peesent Theatre Hoval.

Mr Harris, Historical Association, Bristel Braach
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THE BRISTOL SHIPLOVERS SOCIETY

Founded in 1931 (by 5 group of both prafessional and non-professional ship
lovers) this society is the warfd's second ofdest shiplover society, Membership i
open to ship Joverss of all ages. The society’s stated interesis ane:

® o provide & place of mecting and forum for discussion for persons with &
Love of slslps o w interest o scalanng puot anid present,

® o collect duta of ships and sailors, particaladly thor relating to the Por of
Heatol,

® o colluborure with other bodies with like interesss o caneern for 1he
willare of sealanem,

s well-kmown badge depiets the burgue ‘Favell’ < the Lsa Brstol-bailt deep-
waler commernvinl sailing shipy,

In W15 57 yeans the socicty hus dooo moch fowands mamtamning the martsme
hegitage of this ancient port; Kept archives snd records, searched out and pre-
served reasares, and petitionoed for the marking of hestorical sites. Whikst s
elforts ure chiefly centred on Bristol it does mot restrict itself 1o this. Amongst the
liss of origlanl beactactors of the {Greenwich) National Maritine Muscum, in iy
farst voport, this society o named. Muany of the relics searchod ont (some of vory
conmderable value ) haye beon presented or loaned 1o Bristol museans,

Pronations nee macke 1oomany descrving ciisses - recently o worthwhile douss-
o was made 10 the preservod Beistol tag ‘Maylowuer” bt the causes covered
streteh from Greenspeave (oSS “Great Britain’. For a soclety of s skee 1t has
produced large nambers of authiors and enowned model bailiders. The sossety
Tists pmongst its officons a welfure visitor - in harder fimes he was responsible for
assisting scaforers who foand themselves on hard times,

Hedisre the Lest wir when o large peoportion of the members were out of
wailimg xhips the society prided i df on #ts shantymen. On several occasions the
Shiplovers Society was called on by the BBC to broadcast authentic skanties rom
the days of sall,

The socety currendly mocts at Christ Church, Cotham, Bristol on the first
and thied Tuesdays of each month from October 10 the fiess Tuesday. in May
Detals from:

Hon Sec.: G F. Paton
2 Cambridge Rond, Clevedon, Avon BS21 THX,
Telephone: Clevedon B72024
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PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED

HATCHMENTS IN BRITAIN
Val, 7: Carnwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershive, Hampshire, Isle of Wight und
Somoerwl

Edited by Peter Summers and Jobn E. Titterton

Visstors 1 Englsch pansh churches can hardly be anaware on thelr walls of the
sombre dinmond-shaped pancls of the hatchment. Originating in the 17th con-
tury ael not sneomumaon bn the 20ch, these paintings of the coat of arms, helmet
and motto of the deceased were hung outside the fansily house, and once the
reguisite period of mourning bad expired were removed to the purish church (o
e hung up & o beruldie memoenal. Strict cules governed the painting of the
background, ¢ g sl black indeated & bachelor, the dexter — the side 1o the left
of the spectator - painged black indicated a decensed man survived by his wifc,
andd 30 o The boards paredy contain pames, und identification is only by means
of the arws they depict,

Phallimone have been publishang 3 senes surveying all hatchments in English
pubilie bubddings, as well as the rest of Grest Brituin and Ireland. With Volume 7
the series reachies the sosthern und south-wesicrn counties of Cornwall, Devon,
Daorset, Gloucestershare, Humpshire, the Isle of Wight and Somerset. The vol-
wme lists hatchiments alphabetically by village or town within the counties,
cntres contiin a statemont of background, ¢ g Dexies hackground black (mar-
vl iman) or 'l black background” (widow or bachebar), o beraldsc description
of the cost of arms, detasds of uny additions to the design (skulls, mattoes and the
Bke) and o statement of wha was commemorated

T anyone interested an Eaglish funeral customs, beraldic art or the urt of
English pasih chiseches this seeses will prove invakanbie, Although there is a neat
doscrptive diagrim of typacal hatchment arrangements, these are anly seven
dlustrations, one for each county and then valy in Back and white. Presumably
more Bostrations and colous pristing wonkl mereise the price prohibitively
beyond £11.95 o volume

Rex Dean

CLAY PIT

by Fred Moss
Bristol Broadsides. 1986, 6%p. £2.50,

Bristod Brosdsides descnibe theanelves us 2 ‘oo pralit making co-operative
producng books by local people of their history and crentive writing”, They give
0 viice 10 thase who are unlikely to reach us vin conventionsd publishers: and
jodging by Mr Moss™s book, 1815 & vobce whach wedl deseeyes 1o he heard.

City Pirtells of the suthors boyhood in east Bobol durisg snd immsediasely
ufter the First World War. and thes concestrates i i yean as i miner ut Speed-
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well Collicry from 1921 10 1932, My Moss describes the appalling working condi-
toos, the frequent accidents, and the comradeship of the miners. We are intro-
duced 10 & clome-kaiz commmnity centred around the mines and the chapels,
Beneath all I two themmes; Uhe bardship of the menee’s Jife; amd the struggle
between mincowners and miners. Lurly union activities culminate only in the b
ter defeat of the 1926 strike. By 1932 Mr Moss knew that he had o get out of the
pat, el insleed Specdwell Collicry closex! for goad in 1936,

There are 27 full page blyck and whate illastrations, us well as a frontisprece.
Some of these photogmphs are of only marginal relevance to the text; space
might have bean better empioyod i more autobsography - 1 for ane should like
10 know what the nuthor did after leaving Specdwell.

This & clearty Mr Moss's own stary, 10ld o he remembered i, with some
repetition and with s own (unncosssary ) apodogy for Bis style. T am glad that
editorial policy has let bis woeds stund. 25 0 vivid and moving nccount of ife in
one of Bristol's ‘cay pits'.

Gwyneth Nair

Publications from:
BRISTOL THREATENED HISTORY SOCIETY

The Society exists to promote and help finance
archaeological excavation and survey within the City
of Brastol. Supporting membership Is £5 per annum.
For detaits of mambaership and orders for publications,
write to the Secretary, c'o Dept of Field Archacology,
City Mugeum & Art Gallery, Queens Road, Bristol
BSE 1RL. Add 26p for post and packing.

M. W.Ponstord  70p
Excavations at St. Bartholomew s Hospital R H Price 70p
Maodleval Kiln Wasters froem St. Potes's Clurch,

0. P.Dawson atal  15p

Maodel of Bristal Castle £2.00
Sot of 3 posteards of finds from Peter 51, Bristol 25p
Excavations at Towwr Lane, Brivtol E.J.Boore 70p
Excavstions in the Medieval Suburb of Redeiiffe,

Bristol 1580 B. Williames 70p
Excavations at Redelitfe 1883-5 A H. Jones £9.5%0
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WILDLIFE WALKABOUTS

What they say abowt this popstar series of walking books . . .

The Observer: *Walking is great fes for families, yet many guides seem wiitten
wnly fr e ackelee . Wikililo Walknhoufs (s the gip . . - packed with imformation.
The Ramblery ‘. . superb dra oo the ent i immensely copoyable and
Informutive, befuse cven setting » outdoars.”

The Countryman: ‘Tmaginstively writtes, and with usefol keya lor klentilying
wiliitife, 1 shoull geve pleasure 1 mamy walkers who sre notin a fuirry aod ane
prepured (o keep their eyes open,”

Witk frovm the Wildtife Walksdbouts series tave been fratured o bots RRC & BTV
Sebevisinm aml B ruilio. s

Loxal tithes In the WILDLIFE
WALKABOUTS series:

AVON and \

SOMERSET BORDER ~

by Michael Woads

iHustrated by

Julia Morland

£4.95 ISBN 0-048264-45-5

(New Edition)

SOUTH COTSWOLDS

wned NORTH AVON

by Rosemary Teverson

lustrated by Julin Mortand

L1.95 ISBN (-ME264412-0
Available from local bookshops or direet from the pablishers

WAYSIDE BOOKS

PUBLISHING SERVICE
We offer & comprehensive servioe for authors and societies who wish
1o ace their books, amals, puides, vte. publshed. We can produce to
i high standard at a reasonable cost any type of ponted matter and
ndvise on all aspects of publishing your own material.
Let our proven expertise help you.

WAYSIDE BOOKS
PRINTING/TYPESETTING SERVICE
We offer a printing/typesetting/design service wsing up-to-date
computerised cquipment, Accurate work based on over 20 years
experience. Graphs, Gagrans, illusteations, ete, , aspeciality. Foreign
lunguage setling undertaken. Avoa Past & typeset and printed by us.

 WAYSIDE BOOKS - 3 Park Rd - Clevedon - Avon BS21 7JG

Tel: (0272) 874750 Fax: (0272) 343096




