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BLACK PEOPLE IN GEORGIAN BATH

Trevor Fawcats

Writers on elghteanth century Bath tend to emphanioe its glamorous alde. Thoy
preaant it as o ‘magical meeting place’, an architectural abowense, a hothad of
winful indsdgence, o ‘wgantic plasnure gurden for propartiod seciety’, & kind of
SUPSIMIUVA NMONG spas’,

Even its medical significance 3= often downplayed == attention focuses on the
high life and the bean mande. One might argoe that such on cmphsais is by no
means unfair, for it was indeed the free spending of the well.to.de that mistained
the aty’s ecmemy and brought unprecedantad growth. Thae idea of the heliday
resart wan virtually invented st Bath and {ts stream of famous visitors deserves
0 b chromiclod, All the sama it remaine o selective vislon, ignoring for the most
part the everyday existance of humbler folk und erdinary reaidents, taking for
grunted the army of servanta, the tradesmen, backroom workers, Iubourers,
providers of sssential serviees, who buoyed up the system, and the paupers end
beggars at the battorm of the scale who alao heped for & emal] shiave of the pickings.

Black peeple are customarily overlooked altagether. No sccount of Georgiun
Both so much as mentions them, Yot they were undoutitadly present all through
the period. In fact the first recocd dates from as enrly s 1651 when Francis
Hooper, ‘a blackemere”, was haptised - probably as o youth or adalt - at 5t
Michnol's charch.

It would have besn ustondshing if Bluck peeple hod 1wt beccane sn Incressingly
common sight at Bath, given its geagrapiical location and the dlientéle it
wiirae o], Scarcely s dogen roles froen the busy sbsve-trading peel of Bristol, it was
also in coneteant commumnication with Leadon where o majority of the country’s
sizsakle block population {10,000 - 20,000 by the late cighteenth century ) lived”.
Former or actual slaves frem the hleek communities in both these citios must
sonatimea have snded up in Bath which had an insatioble demand for domestic
wervants, Familion frequenting the spa, or settling thers permuanently, might alee
haove the odd biack servant among their attendants, sitired perhapain tarban and
exotic livery. A black boy in the housebeld guve n certain secial cachot, particu.
larty if he happened to be good looking and responsive - Iike the 1%.year old
offered fur sale in the Batk Journal in 1768, advertisod as quite black, wull-budly,
intalligent, musienl, traired as & foothay, and skilled In waiting at table’,

Plantation owners returning from the Carbbean and Americun colonies were
noother soures, They often made a beeJine for Both, either to recupernto or to
retire on the income from their sugar and tobacco estates. Sometimes sccompe-
nying them were trusted black retainors, usnally freed alaves allowed o degres of
independence’.

Two such servants from the Wost Indies spring to sudden life in the fictional
poges of Smollett’s Humpbry Clinker (1771) when they try nut thesr French homn
om the common staircase of e Both lodging hoase in South Parade. frritated by the
disturbance and unable to get aatisfaction from theirmaster, n 'Crenle colened’, the
teaty Matthew Bramble launches a farivus pereonal assault on the musicians,




bringing their wind practics to an abrupt halt Smollett's own attitude to weelth
derived from slavery was cloarly ambivalent. Through his charactor Bramble he
was reedy onough to dimmise theee ‘upatarts of fertune’ at Bath, the planters,
nagro-drivers, and bucksters fram our Americen plantations, snriched thay know
not how', yet in his personal ife he remained as snxdous s any Lo obtain the
periacte remittances from his wife's considerable eatates in Jumnics®.

1tin purieh registers that lorgely save Both's blackinhnbitants from nnonymity.
Herv, in the records of baptismad and burinl services, is the bare documentation
of their existence. Even 20 only the namea of thooe for whom these ceremanies
were performed come to light, probably a amell percentage of Black peaple who
livedin Bath atseme period during the séghteanth century. Notanly that, we have
o dupand on names baing distinguished (n the regiators by some sthnic comment
—"a bluck waman', s Negro', ‘s Bluckmors, abt, 29 yrs of sage’, for sxample, This
was nol nlweye done. Indeed in the registors of the booming parnish of Walcot,
where black ssrvants certainly lived in the spreading terraces and crescents of
Both's upper town, ethnic differences are hardly ever noted. The cove of Myrtilla
Hampshire, whose funeral was recorded en Wodnesday Sth Febmary 1755, 1aa
wraphic witnees of the fact. For wi Know she wan black salely from o chanes,
revealing Tepart In & contempurary pewspper: ,

Wodnwaday leet o Hlock Qirl (servant to o Gentloman in the Squnee
| Queen Sguare) was buried ot Waloot Cherol - Thers wore six Black Men
to suppart the Poll; and several othery, of the same Complacion, ottendead
the Corps, as Mournera”.

Occasionally a surname in the registers may afford o elue - Blackman Cole,
Coffoe, even Bath —but always reguires cerroboration, A rare instance from the
Walcot baptiama has just the additicnal svidance needed; Mary Cale, & ‘negro’
aged 20, chrfatuned oo 17th Noveanber 1807,

By 1776 black residonts and visitors must have been dispersad throughout the
wity's expanding suburbs, but by the fortunes of dosumentation the majority of
recerds eome from the inner panishes'. Between 1700 and 1812 the panshes of
Abbay, 5t. James and Se. Michael list 54 ehristenings (41 male, 14 female)and 11
funerala {all male) of identifiable Black geople, ineloding the occanionel child of
mixed roce. The higher proportion of chiritanings may simply roflect the relative
youth of mest bluck servants, sapecially those of visiting plantation swrwers,
thoagh it is true n number were in their twenties before undertaking the
verernony. Another axplanatin may be the lingening but unfuunded popalar
bebief that hoptise on British soll autamaticadly released alaves from their chattal
wtatus and gave them the basie righta of fres eitizons.

I beptinme are plotted docade by decads, the pimbers Hae gradually w a
platean in 1761-90 when altogether 25 are recocded, bafors falling nway aguin.
Bunals are scattered more randomly from 1702 to 1791, Aguin, however, it is
necemsary to emphasise the partial nature of the deoumentation from parish
reginters. To give & further inatance, they are allent about a black boy called Jack,
nociderially drowned while swimming in the Avan near Kingsamead in 1804 and
referred 1o in the beok of Coruner’s [nguests’, They ure therefore of intersat o
for their quantitative evidence than fior the inodental information they provide
on namos, ages, and status.
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It is evideat at once that most black people in Bath wers known by sveryday
names, the surname element probably taken from families who had owned them
(or their parents) as slaves: Thomas Gilley, Goorge Thomes, Martha Claxton,
Jehn Lewia, Nancy Tacker, Elizabeth Grigg, Henry Gilea, William Samuels, and
a0 on. Only & handful have baon named for thelr skin colour or place of resédence
— John Black, John Coffes, William and Johin Bath, for axample — and only twe
wudferad under more outlandish names: Oliver Cromwoll, one of three black men
listed ameong baptisms in the Widcombe parish rogister™, and Black Hepperkin
fouryd in the Reman Cathelsc records ™, The single surname thut hints at domestic
dutiee i that of James Butler, and indeed while most of the baptiems must have
boan of havseheld aervanta enly intermittently 1a the owner named. In 1706 a
‘Blackeonors which wasborn in Jemeco, and s now sarvant to Mr. Charles Dysaks’
wan chrintened at St Mickaal's, At the Abbey Chureh two ssrvands belonging to
Mr. Jobin Garner were christened in 1717, and others swned or employed by Mr,
Lans, Mrs. Hetling, and Jacob Allen Eeq. of Jamemoca in 1758, 1754 and 1756
respoctively. (Rachel Hetling ran a lodging house near the Hot and Cross bathsl,
The most intriguing reference of all is to the burial st St Jumes's chureh in May
1722of Mr. Allorys servamt a black boy’, for thismay plausibly be gusssed torevesl
the up-and-<oming pestmaster Ralph Allen, soon to by Inveating heavily in the
developmutit of Georgian Bath, Ovelater record, of the burial ofa “Black from York
House' ot St Michael's in 1779, suggests a waiter, deorman or other domestic
employed at Bath's newest and most fashionable inn.

But notall were in service, and some wers perhaps destitute - like the unnamed
‘blackmos” consignaed o the Abbey’s akallhowse after hia fanwrald in 1778, or the
28-yesr-old blackman from StJame s, deacribed s 0 meunl” and interred in the
panper burial ground ot Wideombe in 1791, Thres block poupers were aleo
baptised ot differont Limes in the Jate 17808, Those not forced to join Baths
notariows population of street begiroars might bave found seme employment as
common: lnbourors. That outapoken resident Philip Thicknesse, whoan racial
yrejudice had been confirmed by his years in Jumnben, ot Joast hints at this in «
charncteristic raciat remar k: THd any man ever seen Negroe in England st wark?
I never did exceps now und then to serve the mnson or brickloyer, with mortar’,
In fact Thicknesse cluimed that white day labourers in England hod o harder lot
thun slavee in the West Indice, citing ns withese the epinion of an old Negro
servunt now lving at Bath™.

The spproximats ages of twelve black males are noted (n the baptimal
et atern, panging from 12 yesrs Lo 30 with an avecnge of 2144, In addition several
younger children and infants sppear, st least two of whom were born of a black
mother and white father, and one of these certaindy illogitimate. Mixod muarmiages
were, however, not altogether unknown, and ane was celebrated by licence at St.
Michaels in 1753 between Thonsas Bowen, & bladk man, and the white Mary
Davis, The likelihood that some black families lived in Buth over twe or mare
genarstions lsstrengthened by the evideneces that a Thomuoe Prince was christened
at St Michael’s in 1732, and another of the same nnme, probably bin son, ot St.
Jomes's 41 years later, both identified as Dlack’ or ‘negro’.

In additica to the testimony from Anghican sourcoa a fow further names occar
in Catholse vecords'. Mias Bathoe's mald Bleck Hopperkin, alresdy menticend




above, tarms up twice in the Eastor Hetings {1782 and 1785). ‘Mary Disna aod
James, Nogroas adult in the servies of Mistrwes and Governor Lovett' were
baptised in 1787. Pyve yuars bnter the Stataes Animarum includes Mary Coffoe and
San'. Andin 1805 the death of Samus| Abrahnm, a black man aged 63, in recorded
with o respectful RLP"

The reepoctod black man is in fact a eategury too Important to everlook,
Whother the foppish Soubise, onte the Duchas of Quesnalivry's protégé, ever
charmed his woy amocg the visiting compeay st Bath (s ancertain, The talented
black trumpetér Duglass (‘one of the best in England on that Instrument’)
cortainly found faveur around 1718-18, Another miner black eolebrity, Ignatiun
Sancho, whoes poathumously published Letfers became o best-scller, was at the
spa in November 1768 when Gainsborough drshed ofThins partrait in one hundred
minuteo at his studie in the Cireun™, A aall b
more impertant figure, Olaudah
Bquiane, visted in 1798, The firat
patitical leader of Britain's black
commiumnty and a tireless cam-
paigner against the alave trode,
Equinno stapped off at Both to
prromets bin widely-raad suto-
biogrnphy. After receiving »
uymputhetio hearing he wus
recommended by one of his
Bath supporters, William
Langworthy, to a elrdda of
friencs (n Devizen, Bquiane's
et port of eall, \

The grentest impact thet
any black individaal had an
Eath soctety in the ol ghtesnth
ostury was schiowd by a
procociogs young vielinlat,
Goorge Polgroen Bridgetower,
who arnved towards the end
of November 1759 accompa- ™ =
riled by his engaging and - ——
bitieus futher. Theugh he Igmatine Sancho
duimed to have hod Jeasons Frieng of the writer Lasrence Sterne, waw reput-
from Haydn and had per- iy painted in ane howr forty minutes when he
formed m private before the ygited Thomaes Gainsborough’s Bath studio in
ruynl family, Wu{zzzjwld 1768, Beens bere in P. Bartolozsi's stipple engroo-
Bridgitower wie OWD ing, the painting iz mvw in the National Gallery
s et e drolm ol 3
took Bath by storm at his con-
oot dibut in the Upper Assembly Rooms on the 5th Decsmber. The critics were
enrapbured with this child virtuoso

“whowe taxte and execution an the wiolin is egusl, perkaps superior to the
best professor of the present or any former day... He is 6 Mulatto, the
Grandson, it is eaid, of an African Prince. - The greatest attention and
respact were paid by the Nobility and Gentry present to his elegant Father,
who is ane of the most aocompiished men in Ewrope, converving with
flesercy & charming address in its severa! langwages *

Bridgetower's spoctaculnr peetnidrs, und kis porformaneo at subsequent con-
certs orgunised by Bath's musical director Rauzxind, launched him on o national
and then international career as o solo vielinist during which he gained the
wstoum of the great Besthoven himealf, No wonder the gratelul futher promised
that threaghout thuly lives ‘the City of Bath shall be foremoet remember'd in theér
Pragyers and Prajses’ for taking to its heart ‘the poor wandering Strangers from
the Nesghbourhood of the Tropie™”.

By thia date the anti-elave-trade movement was also taking root in the city.
Earlier in the century the enalavement and transportation of Afnicanas to foreod
Tabour i the colonies had rassed litths protest ar commmnt, whils the very growth
of Bath depended in some measure on theinvestment of capital uitimately derived
from the slave trade, The Duke of Chundos, John Wood's firet patran, took a
Jeadivg rule in the Royal Africs Company which shipped many cargoes of slaves
to the Caribboan, The Pultansys, whese Bathwick estate would he developed in
the 1780s, owned lorge American plantations. Prastigious bulldings like the
Reyal Croscent were financed in part by Bristol capital gonerutad by the locrative
transatlantie commoeree’. Many of Bath's wealthy redidents nnd visitors snjoyed
st from overnans astatos, some of it flowing into the local economy. Andin the
lmat nnnlywin almost every ctizen was implicated: aven the poor might sweeten
thetr tea with Jamaican magnr, smeko a pipe of Vingnian tobaceo, or take the
occamonal dram of rum,

Camplasency about the croelties of slavery often co-sxisted with mors hu-
munitarian wnd religioun sentiments. That stern moralist of Bath soaety, the
Coomtsenaf Huntingdan, saw e apparent incongrusty betwoon what was preached
ot her Mothodist chupel snid hur posseastion of slave estates in Goorgia and
Carolina®. She was guilty perhaps mere of a fislare of imagination than of
downright prejudice - unlike Philip Thicknesss who conefdered black peaple ‘in
wvury respect, men of u lower order, and =o made by the Creator™, Lavs in life,
morsover, the Countess sesena to have looked with favour on the abolitionist
campuign epenrheadad by the new Evangelienl party of Wilkiam Wilberforce and
Hamnoh More, who both had stroog ties with Bath®.

One maicetor of growing sugport for the anti-slavery calse was the popalar
nuceean of George Colman's ballnd opeca, Inkle oma Yarico, siaged timo aftar tme
at the Bath theatre inn 1788 and 1788%, an unashamedly propagandiel piscs in
which the black hurotne displays all the moble savage’ virtnes and finally wina the
white man’s hand, encugh to shock Thicknosse with hin horrer of mdseogenation,
Backing come too from the local press. The national campaigner Themas
Claricaon hod visited Bathin 17687 and won over the sditor of the Bath Chromicle
with hiavivid testimony oo the evils of the alave trade™, In January 1768 both the
Chrondele and Journal gave covorage to the powerfial deelerntion of the Manches.
ter sbolitionists, the former paper addng that all fmends of humanity wonld
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wedeame the nuwe that ‘the Slave Trade, and treatmmt of the megroes i our Wist
MnM(wﬁMnbmaﬂwu&m)wm bacarms the subjects
of Parlismentary investigation™. Novortheless, thore wae still much latant
opposttion at Bath to any ending of the trads, not merely from thoee with a direct
interest in its contipaanes bt alwe from the many secondury beneficdariea. The
Chrenicls mada the pont sdroitly by printing & mock petition frem medieal
practitionsrs, lawyors, dergy, bankers ond ethorn, ugoinst the peahibition of thedr
beloved Alrican commerce™.

Barly in 1792, however, the abelitiontas campuign reachod a now climax ond
Bath, like many othor places, was eaught up in the grest wave of petitioning. A
pubBemooting in Febrosry sgred the text of a petition that denounced 'a traffick
ariginating in the grossset injustice, and markoedin everystoge ofite grvigraes with
cruslty and blood", Bearing over a thousand signatures the petitien was eventi-
ally presented to Parliament by the Somerset M.P.«, Bath's own repinesntatives,
like the city's Corporation, beirng unsympathetic®, Only séx menths later any
attempt at petsti oming would have been unthinkable ax political pressure built up
to stiflo radical rofoarm of any description, Not until 1807 was the slave trade

aholinhed, while total smancipstion hod to wait apother generation,

Whether the gradunlly nwokening conscience to alavery’s tnhumanity im-
proved the Jot of black people living in Bath s hard 0 ssy. The actual black
experience has Jeft no recards. We have no evidencs how black servants were
treatod, whether thay suffired the indignity of having to wonr slver collars
angravad with thelr niumess, whol messure of personal freedom they had, whether
thay warn insiltad in the streets, Their status in Britain wos anomaloas, midway
botween slave and commmon servant. As time went by they were moes and more
lixely to have received some payment for their work. The ease of the black girl's
funeral at Welcot church, cited sarlior, sugpests they had wome Bberty to
aseociate. And the Bath nuwspapers carry ne roparts of nunaway elnves as Brintel
newspapers sometimes did, slight evidence pechape thet their lives were not
macle intelsrabilo, The baptismal registers farthermore suggeat tho care of at least
some houssholds to encourage their black domestics to asstmilate,

Bath's population in the carly docades of the nineteanth cantury continmd to
grow and the numbera of biack inhabitants may well have grown with it. By thea
it in likely that mere Aslan servants wars Lo be seen, s furmer employees of the
Incian civil servies, military officsrs, nnd Kast India Company mecchants retived
to & favourite sps. The firet aynbis snd other Asinn servants must have reached
Bath with returtiing nnboba like Robert Clive, though the earlieat definite record
is not: before 1812 when the 10year-ald Thomes Twnate, & native of the Bast
Indios, was baptised at the Abbey Chureh. Batwean that date and the immigra-
tions of more recent timea the histery of both black and Asian people resident in
Bath atill awaits {nvestigation.
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EXCAVATIONS AT BATH STREET, BATH

Peter Davanport

Since the end of the highly publicsed exeavations of the Sucred Speitg and
Temple Precinet at Bath, archasological investigntion at Bath has continued and
Bath Archasclogical Trist have continued the task ofressarch and reecus witheut
whroak. This has been largely possible because of suppert from MSC through the
Bristol Churches Community Programme (which came to an ord fn 1988 of
course), and funding from English Horitage and developera, The Tnctar include
Marplos Ridgowny (ARC), Gresvanor Square Preperties, Ladsurs Investnenta ple
and Rosehaugh Hevitage ple

Three mujor sxcavations have been mounted in the centre of town (Swallow
Brreet, Bath Street and Boau Street) nlony with watching briefs and small trials.
Impertant Raman and [ron Age sites on the fringes of the ancient town have also
been inveatignted.

Recently, work an the second bot spring in the town, the Cross Beth, has
reveaded the Romun strustire bong cispectad, However, extensive post-meds.
eval construction has destroyed any deposits which might have paralleled those
from the Socred Spring which fed the Batha,

A proliminary urticlo on the results of the Swallow Street dig has alrendy
appeared (Popelar Archasology, Augg. 1966}, und & fid] report an sl ressrch in
Bath betwosn 1976 and 1965 (axelading the Sacred Spring and Tempie} is now
availoble,

Thin article propoess o dearribe the preliminary resufts of the excavation in
Bath Street. This site was exenvated in 1986 and 87 and is chosen for diseussion
hers as the first sito to give some real topegraphical information on the plan and
growth of the town, In medieval a5 well as Roman times,

Bath Street
Momlmmindu}umddncw.mdmmmblm
in area since Major Duvis cleared the batha in the 1850a

The site became available prior to redevelepment, and ten weaks, latar
wxtended to a total of fourtesn, was negntinted from the developamm, Crosvenor
Batatas, who also contributed 210,000 tawsrds the couts of sxcuvition,

Roman
The plan shows the frogments of Roman buildings, moss of which survived anly
as foundaticnn or robber trenches. Nenotheleos, simple rectangular budldinga,
parhags warkabeps, oceurred in the centre part. of the site, ard the stractrs st
the wesatern adge of the site maight Just be the manso, standing as it does nloog &
masjor north-south street, in o position to enjoy the baths sround the Croes Buth,
themselves suggestad by the well-founded and substantial apee under Bath
Stroet iteslf. More of the latter building was investigatod in 1969, and was found
to be o suhstantial two roomed badlding, running south from the apee, sxunding
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right ocross Bath Street. Further roomm wees hinted st Lo the anst. Coine suggrest
nAth century dute. The ‘mansic’ss & nlso n late building, dating to the 4th centary,
but some slight evidonos was found for o timber

More mmportant than these individunal baildings, thoo‘h. was the overall
Inyout. In perticalur, und for the first tme in Bath, wo wire able to see Roman
streets, providing information oo the devebopment of the streat plan in Roman
timwss

The Grst of e ronds mn under the westorn portico of the Outer Procinet of
the Temple of Sulis Minerve which foll just inside the enst ond of the uite. This
portico is thought te date from the 60w or 708 AD und clearly poat-dates this
extremely well-built read, running diagonally sereas the site frim nocth-sast to
south-west. Thio rood (s likely to be mitary in arigle, and muy in some woy be
o part of the Foasm Way complax of frontier mads of the conquest period.
Alternativaly, itmuy have been purely for aocess to the hot springs here ot which
itoertainly @ peinting. The road wes loter incorporeted in the city bayout, as it was
clearly divertad sround the Tomple (see Fig.l). Later it went out of wse and
buildings were constructed over it, perhapa &= lato ns the 3rd wntury. It ia
probeble that theroad north of the temnple which cun bo postulated on the evidencs
recarded in reacas work in the 1860s and 1959, was continied westwords un il it
mat the new wtreet conwtructod to run in front of the ‘'mansio’ and then turned
wouth, providing a replacement routes.

The upuce north of the buildings and weat of the now north-south road, seerms
nover to have been buidlt on, but wns covered by a 30cm thick layer of durl losm.,
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A finely cut and finished bleck of Bath stone wis foursd aitting over one of the ald
roads, contemperary with this loam, and zlearly deliberately set up. This may
harve hoen the bess for sn sltar or statue, and suggests that the open space may
have been & garden. Such a garden may well have beon sescciatad with the
adjacent Templs. Ancent samplo gardons sro well kisswn, «nd thers sesms ta be
n similor one at Goebecks Parm, near Colchiastar.

The rond and budlding at the woat wnd of the sits wre very closs to the Croos Bath.
Obaarvation in servies tranche in 1006 suggeats o rosd running cast of the Bath,
and building floors to the nerth. The masonry buil ding may have bean part of the
eamphee ineluding the Croes Bath, Recent survey work andor the present 18th
century bath, has shown that there is an olliptica) scone tank, 10m x 12.6m, and
of Reman date, standing c.1.tm high, enclming and ariginally containing the

wpring,

In the excavations in the Sscred Spring in 1979, quantities of Meaolithic stono
flakos wers discovered. A large ssembloge of similar material, but more axten-
vive ot better preserved, came to light in and under the Roman layers at Batly
Street, representing a suhstantial Mesalithic prosencs along the gravel ridge
betwoen the King’ a and Cross Bathe,

Modieval (Fig.2)

To our great surprise an undisturbed strip of stratified deposit atretehing from
Roman times up untsl the 13th century survived cellaring. This provided s with

— ]
H C

BATH STREET MA+%

Post-Roman and Pre Norman remaing only surcioed (n the eeatral strip of
strotified deposite.
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unexpected infirmation on the development of the Saxon and msdisval tapogrn-
phy.

The Latest deposits an the site as a whole, excluding the foandations and floors
of tha 18th and 19th century huildings, were of 13th century date, comprising pita
cuat throagh the earlist layees, and into the natural surface. Only cne of these pita
ozexireed In the section of deep deposits, and was fairly shallow. Sines this ares
eoineicled with n rond the shaence of pits is not surprising, but doss indiculs sither
a well-developed social conscience, or o streng civic authority!

Pit digging ecema to have been mt common diring the currency of Saxo-
Norman cooking pota, brosdly 1060-1200, The pita, many of them waterlogged in
the Jower levels, mntained evidenoe of leatherworking, woodworking and tlw
minking ef horn obiects, A poteherd from this area seerma to exhibit uvidenos of dyo-
boifing, an sarly expression of Bath's medieval dependunts on the dath trade
{most strikingly brought 1o our attenticn by Chauos’s Wifs of Bath),

The mejor structural featiws of this pericd, sending the section of doep
stratigraphy, 10 a much repuired und re-surfivced metalled road, aligned sast and
wint, shrisasly the precumor of White Hart Lane, which during the luter riddle
ages, and until 1790, was the acosss from the King's Bath to the Cross Bath.,

The road wae cobbled with lnrye Hmestans blocks, smd wis carefully cambared.
Tweafthe metallings of this road, however, conmatad almost entirely of iron eosde
doposits, These have not yet besn analysed, but they seem most likely to ho fron
poarming dopeits, dag up frem valley bottom sitos and brought in as 4 read
matalting {Stop Prexy, Theve iron deposits do appear now 1o be Ukely fo be iron
cvrking debrie)

Until 1760, White Hart Lane had o dog-teg seuth and then west again os it
spproached the Creos Bath. A subatantial buildirg st this point wes represented
by a short length of & wall-bailt mesnry wall, oow metro wide, running narth-
south scrosa the weatarn limit of the read metalling. Thin weald mark the casteen
boundary of plot 6 teen below)

Tho road was not in existoreo bofore abeut 1050; 1t was probably baid ont during
the improvements after the relocation of the seat of the Biahop herein 1081, when
there wus cloor and renowod Intarest in the thermal aprings which it linka

Saxon

The road ws laid over n one metre thick layer of what can anly be deacribed as
“urban peat’, Thiz only survived to be studied in the narvow stripun der White Hart
Lane butcould be seen tohave extended atlanst another 5 or 6 metres to the north,
ond was st Jonst 20 metres east-weat. This appenred to be the result of prolonged
dumpéng of ceganie rubbish,

On ito upper surfaes soveral stone hearths were uncovered. Within it at
Intervala were seveeal clay and small stons spreads, and two particulirly well-
defined horizons of chartonl and ash, strongly suggesting singulurly squakd
occupation of some kind. Thore woe no cear dating svidences, although thoro was
some redsed Roman stonework, and we can anly any that the dump would seem
to date from the later Saxon period. Some late Snxon metalwork has been
recovared, but nore in undisturbed contoxts.
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Owutesde the central stratified strip, only pit-bottoms surwved later
dinturbonce

At the east end the rubhish layer buried o day hank, on the aligrmant of the
Jater road, This bank survived to abont three quarters of 4 metrs high, and the
rubbish bad sccumulated around it Altheugh it wes di=appearing under the
muck nnd won being portly slightad in places, (for example one of the clay snd
stone nccupation spreads was laidin n terrace cut intoit)it was eleorly important.
[t fornsed the lineof mur later road even though it waa by then invisible, suggesting
thatit had o beged or custsmeary aigni ficance. Itmay evan ba that it represents the
pre-conguest northern lmits of o large freshold property that appears othorwing
1o be traceshle hack to the 13th cxntury {plot 7 nee below). Certainly White Hart
Lane gives the impressicn of thrending tls way areund pre-sxisting propertivs,

The bank seeved another, perhaps primary, purpose: that of blocking un coriser
neeth-aouth road. This road, seen as o short bength of cobbling, and agun further
neeth 10 section, ssams 1o be the Saxen comtinuation of Bilberry Lane, (1317,
Byrinebury; 1641, Bimbery; 1656, Bimberry) running borth-seuth from Lower
Borough Wall= to Westputs Stoset, It ran alongsids the westarn boundary of the
Temple Precinct, then standing sbout o metre high, and is the first confirmation
of the Saxon street grid which had been predicted on the basis of tepogrophy, and
anslogy with othar Saxon burhs.

[t obviews that at the tme the reed was lud cut the Roman ruins wers still
substantisl snough to dictate, Lo an sxtent, Sie layout ol the Saxan town, But when
did this planning take place? It would be ressonuble, in the slestes of closs dating
evidenco to say thaot the strest plan must have belongoed to the period whan the
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burh wan created, say 890. Therwe 1s no reasan why this sheald not be so, bat 1t s
warth bearing in mind that there had been: a aubstantial menastic presence in
Bath sives the 8th and probably the 7eh century, and that Offa clearly enosddered
the place of same importance. It is ale true that thars was snly about 3dem of
‘dark earth’ betwoen the read and the Roman Jevels, whoress there wos over &
metre of dump and living surfeces between it and the read of ¢.1100, It coudd be
eartier. Nonetheleos, it was short-lived. There was no eign of repair ar resurf

neing.

It G not dear If the bloddrg bank respectod the precinet wall, but the lnyers
therwalter did not. The lntersast-west rosd, * Whits Hart Lone' s it becamme, aaihd
over the stub of the wall and the site of the Temple, and, m this part of the city,
markn the end of Reman influence oo the later topography.

Alayer of urinformative ‘dork earth’ separated the Loter remains from those of
tha Reman poriod. As wall e blanketing tha wite (or that pare whees it survived),
it alio filled the rebibar trenches of the Tample pertico

Loter sod post-medieval
For the period after 1200 we are depeadent an documentary evidence, and Jenn
Manoo has bosn working on the history and topography of the site.

The peesent layout of the area between the King's Bath snd the Crom Bath
date to the mprovements’ of 1789, Then, two nuerow lanes, White Hart Lane
ond Union Pussgn, were awept awny, with the buildngs along and between
them, anda new, spacious nnd elegant oolonnoded street, the present Bath Street,
was ladd out, with quadrents of columns framing the newly rebuilt Crees Bath,
und o stmilor arrungement in front of the New Private Baths at the King's Bath,
All this redevelopmant meant that the town Carporation ware involved in moch
puarchaning and exchanging of peopertive, and maps wore drawn to show the
wxisting snel proposed state of s Tk These mogps form the besis of a study of the
deeds, which enable ue to trnoe some of the propertios back to the 13th contury.

The excavated aren covered properties owned by four corparate bodses: The
City, King Edward's School, St. John's Heepetal, and St Mary Magdalen Hoapdtal,
allloased outtotenants; and a block of freohal d properties, a verity in the city (Fig.
ar.

The freeheld sroperties (plot T)ean be truced back to deeds of the 13th century
when they were beid by Dunstan son of Andrew the clerk,

Refurences to ovens and stalls indicate commercial activity, end one part of the
property bocame the Punchbowd Inn.

North of White Hart Lane is the Large property ewned by King Edwrd'a School
froen 1662 but previonsly & pricry holding {plot 4) I 1503 this i field by Thomas
Chaproan, ranning an inn, Te Hert'. The Hart prospered, and extra propertios
were lenped from 1626 anwirds until in 1780, it coverad meet of the southern hald
of the ‘insula’north of Bath Street and s2outh of Weatgnte Stroet Indeed the latter
part of tho 18¢h contury and the begirming of the 16th, saw the apoges of the White
Hart's sucoeas as & cooching inn, under Moses and Eleazar Plokwick, immertal-
inod by Dickena

The wamtarn part of the aite b & history beginning in the 13th century when
plot | was in the tenore of one Nicholas Lavender, bat our first dlear indication
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The vxvavation in relation (o ancient and modern property boundaries and
wreets. Now. are medicon! propertivs mentioned in the fext,
1. Priary; 2. 8¢ Jokn's Hospital; 8. 8¢, Mary Mugdelen Hospital; 4. Priory;
§. Prievete [ Priory | St. Jalin's; 6. St Jokn's; 7. Frechodd.

is that it was cocupled by large heases and garduna i the 17th contury, Thess
were moatly lodgings fer visitors to the town anxious te benwlit from the pendy
faahienable waters of the Cross Bath, plot 6 having its own private chonging reom
for s visitors. Figam ¢ shows this lodging in 1604

Pict 3 was accupied by the Lantern House' socalled for its many and large
windows, This was seemingly a grand Elizabethan lodging kecse in ruins by 1806
and taken over for atahles by the Pielowseloa,

The White Hart peospered as o conching inn and betwsen 1790 and 1630 teok
up leases on plots 2 and 3 and part of 7. The ruilways gave it a fatad blow and it
was demolished, after standing idle some yenrs, in 1867, [ts site became that of
the Grand Pump Room Hotel and the connected New Private Baths in 1869. In
the 18680 und 1890s, the Grand Pump Rosm Hotel took over thw hotses on the
north side of Bath Street, which loter becsuna the Spa Treatment Centrs, Plot |
had been developed aa hawsing In 1807-10, but thia tes wis swallowed up by the
Treatmont Cantre at this time, Piot 5 had disappeared for read improvements in
1790, The Hotal was replaced by the presont fats and shope of Arlington House
in 1960, xnd more shops and offices are now baing erected on the uite of the
Treatment Contre.
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MORE THAN AN INTEREST IN SCIENCE
The Worsley Story

Raymond Holland

The Worsley Librery, The Univernity of Bristol Chemistry Department Library,
18 known tomany. Somo will have used the library and a fow have perbaps noticed
the ecmmmemarative plague to Philip and Arma Wersley. Bat how many know the
wbary of Phdlip Jobin Warsdey, a maan of many parts, with more than an intoreat in
Science?

Barly Education

Phulip Wardey was born in London on 20th Ovtober 1834, He Nved theve during
his school and oollego days. He ontored the Jumior School of University College,
Gower Street, i September 1843, In spooking of his schooldays, he said that be
wia net auccsasiul becanse he seldom kept his mind eentinunualy en his wark.
Claasics did mot comu essily to him and ho had the greatest difficulty in leaming
by heart: but ho wue intersstad in Cheenintry,

His taste for science showed itzelf when he was quite young and he wis
entouraged by his grandfather, Juhn Taylor FRS and his uncles, who wers mining
ungivwers. Woralay wrote in his Recollectione:

“In 1845, UncleJohn Taylor gave me o large white glows stoppered buttls,
sugar of lead, seme distilled weter and o lump of 2ine to make @ ‘Leod
Tree’ Later ke gave me a Chemastry Set ond I was helped by Faraday's
Cheneival Manufactur”, from my grandfather’s ibrary.”

{The thought of a bay of 11 rending, and being helped by, such a book makesmy
mind baggle.)

10 1650, while he waa on boliday with his conslnJames Pring at Uphdll, Weaton
super Mars, be received o letter from his father pofnting out the lecon to be
Jearned from fuilure;

“That wecrvss inany pearsult car andy be obtained by revefid exertionarnd,
in gereral, the more worthy of our efforte any objvet i, the more necevsary
w it that they should be pereevering and ewefmimed.

Failure o 1o, hiw sntered University College in Septeamber 1860 to be tanght
Chemistry by Thamas Geaham. Al University he was no fuilurs, for in October
1853 he gradunted with 1at Closs himours, He obviously remnemberod his fothes's
lettar for he recorded:

“I falt howw groat an csoope | had from the disgrace of being ‘placcked” and
of bringing sovrow upan my father and mother. I had found out how to
work and felt that I had some atrength in me, a very new experience,”

In 1853 he went with his uncle, Richard Taylor, on & visit 0 Jend mines as
Pontgiband in the Auvergne, where he was given the run of the Works, From
Pootgiband ho went by coach to Marselles - the railway was not opened beyond
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Philip John Worsley, 1834-1917
The phatograph wes prodehly taken to mark his retirerent in 1801,
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Lyurw, Here he stayed with his groot-unele, Philip Taylor, whe had an engineering
worke which becamo ane of the ship-butiding yarde of the French Navy.

Hin next experiencs wis in Germany, whers be went to be sdacated an n mining
engineer at the Bergukiadamio, the Raynl School of Mines at Freibery. On the way
he pussed through Heldelbery and was taken by his friend Henry Roscce,
afterwards Sir Honry Roscoe, to nce Bunsen’s Jnboratery. Bafore sttanding
lectuares ot the Bergakadamie, the students had to take & practical course either
in the mines or the smelting works. Waorsley chyces the latter,

On his return from Gurmany in 1354, he twak » conrve of practical chemistry in
the Birkbeck Laboratory at University College, Londoa, under Professor Alexan-
der Willismson and Assistant Professor Henry Watts, author of the woll donown
Dictionary of Chemistry.

Employmant

Hia first i ployment came in 1855 when he woa sent to Ireland to assist Dy. Adelf
Gurlt, n former Frieberyg studons, in working a new grocess for extracting copper
frem poor erea for the Wicklow Copper Company. This ondy lanted for n menth or
0, hia first regular work being st Upper Ordnancs Wharf, Rotherhithe, where he
started & works for Missrs. HoJ, Enthoven and Sons, for the separation of slver
freen lund. Ho sugwrvissd the erection of the plant and constructed subsidiary
furrwess from hisown plans, all this at an annual salary of £120 with Sodgings free
on the premmises.

While he wan at Rotharhithe, he jained the Chemical Socisty and was elected
n Fellow on the ath Febyuary 18568 He ales joined the British Association for the
Advancement of Sciunes. In the Autuenn of 1858 his grandfather, who was an
eriginnl member and Treasurer of the British Assodation from 1832-62, teok him
o their meetingin Cheltenhom and made him an Associate. Hin frdends, who were
members of the Cheenical Saciaty, put him upon the Commition of Section B, the
Chermical Section. He was oloetod to full memborahip of the Britinh Assoristion
in 1864 and becume a Lifo Member,

I Ausamn 1858, Wornley ancd his Iriend, George Carey Fostor, wont toguthar
to the museting nt Leacs, whors they met the sot of young chomists, wham he had
sewnt working in Bunsen's Laboratory at Heidelberg in 1854, They &id net
apprecinte the socinl evenings ofthe Association butimet in sach others’ roomennd
formed what they ealled Sub-Section B. Thees mwetings wers full of fun and
interest and other frinndsbesides the originad member=naked tobe aliowed to jom
them,

Inspired by the suscess of Sub-Section B meetings, twenty or so, {neluding
Frederick Abel and Bloxam, students of Hoffmann, Baoermann and others from
the School of Mines, instituted a series of suppers at the Choshire Chosss, o tovwm
off Fleat Street. Womley said:

“Ttewvan a guiet oid house, cvlebrated for its beefateak puddings and vivsed
checse serovd upon peuter. These, aned London Stout, wers our reguiar
meny and suited the bgkt purses of the members *

Thinled to much the same set bocoming eriginal membears of the New Club, later
tho Saville Club in Sawille Row, which moved again to 107 Piccadilly.

At the end of 1860, threogh hia fathse’s good frisnd Henry Palmer, came the
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offar of o poeition s Manager of the lavgest Bristol Alkeli Works at Notham,
whire he started en £300 for & thres manths trial o1 the 1at March 1881, Assoen
i his permanent appointment was confirmed at the Netham Works and he was
receiving E300 per annum, he leet no time in getting marmed.

After his “Wedding Journey', the didn't use the ward Honeymoos though
Edmund K. Muspeatt, who wae murried eartlor that year did!...) throagh the
Yorkshire dales, ending up, believe it or not, in Newesatle upon Tyne, “the seataf
my new Indurtry”, he made hia fivet home in a mottage at Bristington. This was an
the oppaeite side of the river to the Works and so he had %0 cross the river by the
St Anne's Ferry. The Bréabington Bridge was not built unti] 1990, whan Mesrs,
Stnnott, Mardin and Harrie wanted to open un their Brislington estuts, 1t was
constriseted by John Lysaght Ltd. The present New Bridge was not built until
abont 1938,

In 1871, Woreley was given a pleeq on the Netham Works Board in appreesation
of hi= management, Dvapite his pramotion he was wimried ho might loss
overything and ho wrate:

“Althovgh for the firat ten or fifteen yesirs the buvinese was suecesafil as
regarde profit, I felt ke a toed undvr o bacrow as regarded the perma-
nomcy and security of ifs feture.”

What o wonderful tum of phrase!

On the 22nd Octobar 1690, the Netham Chemicad Co. Lad. wis merged into the
United Alkali Company Limited and P.J. Worsley became o Director, He retired
in 1901 snd died in 1917. The main proceases at Notham were the chamber
proowse making sulphuric acid (vitriel} and the damsis Letilnne procoss. (See the
Netham Chemical Company Limited, Raymond Holland, Acon Past No.9, Aun-
tumn 1966.) On the 1et January 1927, the United Alkali Co. Ltd. was ane of the
four founder flrmu of Imperial Chemical Industrics Limited. The Netham Works
then became part of [C] and was finally closed down in 1949,

The Society of Chemical Industry

In addition to hia membership of the Chemical Society and the British Ansocis-
tion, Worsloy was an original member of the Society of Chentiead Indistey and o
founder Committee Meenberin 1081, He became an Ordinary Member of Council
and then Vieo-President. This was not swprising for one of his friends was Heory
Roscos FRS, who became the Society's first Prossdent.

A’Bristol and Seath Walos Section’of the SCT wos formed in 1917 bat thers had
been an oarlier Bristol and South Wales Section'in 1956, active enly for one year,
with Professar Willium Ramesy a2 Chairman and Woralay as Vies-Chairman'
The Great Western Cotton Company
Philip John Woraloy had another business interest and that was in the Granat
Waatern Cotten Company, which wasa Works near to the Alkali Warks, just along
the Feadur Canal. (The Comet Diseount Wasehouse now ocoupies the site) The
Cottan Warks wan started in 1793 bat cloaad down around 1803, [t waa respaned
1o resuano the manufacture of eotton cloth in 1837, By 1088 it was in dilficultivs,
& struggling coeeern and (n imminent danger of closing again.

Worshey bacume o Directar of n new company with some 2,000 hands of whom
some 1,500 were women, Busineas was very uncertain and his fother advised

21




Bristington Bridge 1890, ercted by Johs Lysght Led.
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caution, for only the Mansging Director, W. George Spofford, had any peectical
knowledge of cotton manufacture, 16 did survive snd Woraluy was Chatrman from
1902 until 1906 when he resigned. In his Revodlections written around 1910 he
wWrote:
“During my chairmanship, e were able to make important rnsals of
mackinery and since that time it has done fairly well.”
It did eventually rlose and the site was clearnd for redevalopment.
Religion and Lewins Mead Chapel
Universty Collige, Lotvdon, attended by Worsley, waa the 'Godless Inatitution in
Gower Strect’, for he was by redigion o Unitarian and s ooald not have gone to
Ondlord or Cambridge, where he would hayve been required to sign his belislin the
29 Artiddos of the Chiureh of Englond before receiving o degree, When he came to
live in Bristel he and his family went to the Lewins Mead Chapel. When they lived
in Cliftosy, he 2aid that “Whey avelbed dome o Clifton by way of the Christmas
Steps.” Ho wam, in fact, s the old Geshioned style runs, the Treasurer of Tha
Cangregation of Protestant Dissentors meeting a6 Lowirs Mesd' from 1866 to
1568 and agoin from 1876 te 1880, Hia Grandfother had held the same olfice sixty
yoars befira in 1806, Just imagine these gentlemen carrying out their dutios:
“The Chapel Committee ret in the Minister’s Vestry ot 8 o'dlock on the
firsx Twenday of the mexath, the Troavurer boing expocted to pour wal™

By the 1860s, Clifton and Durdham Down had become o popular resi dentisl
wron and o proposal wes mode to huve n Unitanian Chapel near Clifton, butat was
to be & chureh, not @ chapal, with a now congregation. Worsloy describad this
prropoal as o schise, However, in November 1864, Oakfield Road Church opened.
Those, including Weorsley, who liked the oid ways, atayed ot Lewins Moad Chaped
bat around 1696, even he started attending Oukfield Read!

Cliftan College wos founded i 1860 and opened on the 30th Seplember 16863
as o sehool for the sans of gentlemen in the principles of the Church of England,
with Dr. Percival as the Headmaster. By March 1878, Dr, Percival had propeeed
that the school showld be freed of its axelusive charecter and establishoed in the
liberal bastizaf publicschoole. Sea Conselan o Clause was ineluded, which allowad
parents towithdraw their sona from religiows tesching snd religious chasryances.

Worsley sent his two sone to Cliften College and took sdvantage of this claase
by nbeenting them from Morming Service to attend Lewins Mead Chnpel but be
really hid a hob sach way', for he wrote:

“I never objected to their attending the afternoon vervice ot the College. 1
oovestelerid that the fmpovtance of the principles i whick your Mother
and | had brought them up was fully maintained ir thele minda, by their
potmg with wx bo owr own chapel Sundaey Morning Servies.”

Public and Civic Duties

Ome ofhhia firet public dutieo concerned the Red Lodge, now the home of the Bristol
Savages, meeting in thelr Wigwam, which was ot one time a Reformutary School
for Girla, It wes satabliahiad by the Hiberality of Lady Byron and run by Mise Mary
Carpenter, supported by her sister, Mea, Herbirt Thomss and ber brother-in-law
W, Herbert Thomns, who was on the Management Committee,
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Arourd 18684, when b had moved from Brislington to 1 Codrington Placa,

Ciifton, Worsaly was selied to jsin the Monagoment Committes but hs wruts:
Tt socw became clenr that | wos not expected to toke any part in the
managfement ar to know anything of the finanees, bet owly to asvent to any
such proposals oo she made fo us.”

Mins Carpenter wes very nuthoritarian and it 18 ebvious thas Worsley did not
like betnga ‘yeo mon', s0 ho reaigned. Howwvar, when Miss Corpenter diod on the
15¢h June 1877, she still had the kst word, for =he left him as ono of the three
Trustoca for the School! By 1897 be had become the sonsor Manoging Trustes and
he only ‘sscaped’ in 1899 by sppointing a paid Secretary!

Another public duty was ns an electod membar of the commdtise of the Bristol
Musesum and Library Society, from 1473 to 1862

Then there was his civie duty. In 1887 ho wis placad upon the Commineion of
the Peace for the City and County of Brieto), He hud declined this honourable duty
sorne elght to ten years aarlier, s be had too many claims oo his time, but by 1587
he had handed over port ol his Netham duties and so was abie to take on mors
public work. S0 he was appainted o Magistrate tn June 1887 and wss sworn in
before the Chuef Magatrate, the Mayor, an the 16th September 1887,

Politics
In politics he was a Liberal. From 1861 he doclared his allegiancs to U Libernl
Party in Bristol and regularly attanded the Anelsr Seciety Dinnur, This wae hold
on the 13th November each yoar, to commemuorate the chiritable gifts of Edward
Caolsten and to eolleet subueriptions for charitable purposes. It was an ty
for the Liberals to radly and support their party politics. In 1876, Philip John
Worsduy waa slected President of the Anchor Seciety for the ensuing yesr, The
Liberals had just bailt the Colatan Hall and se the dinmer was hold in the mew hall.
The Dhnoer was & grout succeos, the yuest speaker being the Marguis of
Huortington, later to becomse the Duke of Devonsivire,
Waorsley was politsieally active from the Genornl Election heldd in November
1868, when he was Chairman of the Liberal Party Branch Committes at Bartun
Hill, until after the Election of April 1850, His Revodloctions give & faacinating
deecription of Elections at that time: voting lsata (the Ballot Act wis not schieved
until 1872), canvassing, imbery, corruption, petitions and uwnssatings. He wrote:
“When there kad been an wnmating there were bod feelinges botwoen the
Liberal and Consdrevtive prartaes, whisck mode problems - one could
Bardly invite men of oppovite cemps to dine together!™

Education

Worsley haud & grant interest in Education and tosk part in a number of ways, In

u letter o his mother dated 25th November 1869, he wrote:
I have heggan to visiz a newly apenad British School, close to the Ruzaell
Town Congregational Chapel, whick the Netham Chemical Co, Led.
helped to build. I hope to be able ta keep up a supervision of i, Mr, Harbert
Themeos is busy with the carrying owt of the Endowed Schooly Act as
cancersy Bristol Gramimar School and Queen Rlizabeth 's Hospital. With
W#mﬂa&wwmhawmmmu-m
avirk ot oo, ”

The Educstion Act of 1670 led, in 1671, t5 the Bristal Schonl Board beirg set up
under the Chaérmuanship of Lawis Fry. The Netham Works was in the Pariah of
8. George and when the St. George School Beard was farmed in 1874, Worsley
became ito Chaiymuan. He set ebout providing & new schoel in the Easton District,
an Infant School near the Summseehil]l Schesl und o Boys' Bchool in a disused
Chagel in Lypiatt Streat, An Attendance Officer wos appeinted who achieved a
BO% improvement in altendance between January and Detembaer 1875! Wersley
remained Chairman until he retired in 1880, characteristieally making snre that
hin palicies would be muintained by the new Chairman,

The Reverend John Percival, tho Headmaater of Clifton College, later tobecome
Bighop of Heraford, was cutapoken on behslf of the creation of a University in
Bristad. In 1873 ha wrote a pamphiet, The Connection of the Universitics and the
Greaxt Tonona, This met with u response from the Master of Ballol, Benjamin
Jowitt, An Oxlord etudent breadshoot of 1081 wrote of him.

Firet come | My name is Jowist,
Thers's mo knexsdedge but 1 knove it.
L am the Master of this College,
What I don’t kaoce ian't knouledge.

A mesting was held in the Victorsa Roams oo the 11th June 1874, when Peselval
and Jowitt angoed that Bristol reeded the peestige of its own University,
Wornley's friend, Henry Roscoe, was also at that meeting snd spoke in fovour of
& Bristal University.

From that date, Worsley becime 8 member of the original committes to
astablish University College, Bristol. which opened its doors in Park Row in
Oetober 1876, He was Intor to become its Vice-Chatrman. Worsluy wrote:

“Ire 1889 | s nominated by Siy George Jessed, Vice.Chancellar of the
University of Lancor, o the repreventative of that University upon the
Council of University Collepe Bristol. Uniwersity College became one of
rmy chief interesty. In 1508 I wias made wn orginal Member of Court.”

In fact, s 0 sibacriber of £1,000 and upwards to Urndveraity Collagn Bristel AND
an # mibocriber of £1,000 and upwards to the University of Bréstol, Jie became o
Lifo Member of Court twice aver!

Wornley and Charles Thomas were the only two survivors of the eriginal
commitioe to see the foanding af the University of Brists] on the 17th May 1908,

Warslay was involved (n yet asother level of Education in Bristel. In 1891 he
becarne o trastes of the Trust for the Bristol Municdpal Charities and Endowed
Schools, Thin he described ns “One of the moat hovowred puhlic functions in
Bristal * Herbert Thomae was the Trust’s Chatrusan frons 1875 until hie death on
the 1=t September 1908, Ho wos suceosded by Worsley s Chairman from the 1st
Jannary 1604,

Harbert Thomus had been & very suthoritarian Chairman bt Womley re-
startad the Management of the various achools through Commaittses and was
himself electod Chairman of the Bristal Grammar Sehool Committes, In 1906 he
bod the difficult job of persioning off Mr. Ledghton, the Headmaster of Bristal
Grammuor School for twenty-five yuars, but he was aleo responsible for the
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appaintment of Mr, W, Cyril Norwoad, who raised the achod to new heighta of
asducational succosa.

Waorsley sndowed s wumber of prizes. In June 1904 he gave the Chairman’s
Sdaience Prize, £5 per yeur. In June 1911 be gave £300 to be investad in Bristol
Corporation 3%% Perpetual Debeniture Stock, the income to provide two prizes,
the Worsley Prize for Latin and the Wornloy Prize for Phywics, The Bristol
Grammar Schoal Prize List for 196889 shows that these two prizes are still
prosented,

He wishied to reaign (n 1907 from the Chatrmarabip of the Murdcipal Charities
Trust, he wrote that “all the public work was laxing my stregtk”, but his
resignation was not arcepted! Eventually, & compromise was reached, whersby
Mr. Fenwick Richards became Chairmon of the Trust, while Worsloy remained
Chatrman of the Governors of Bristol Grammar Scheol for another five years,

unel 1932 .

Othor Interests

Waoveley had a great intercotin his family history and must have spenta lot of time
over the years preducing his family tree. The tree, derived from the parents of
John Tayler FRS, hin grandfather, which s in the Univervity of Bristol Spociad
Collaction, b= like & rull of wallpaper!

However, ho said that “gardening ras my o bobby. ™ Frum childhood his
parents had taught him to respeoct plants and Dowers, Both hin first homein 1661,
The Cottage at Brialington and after 1564 his second home at | Codrington Place,
CliMen, had gardana, bat he said, 7 kad little fime." In 1877, when be moved to
Rodney Lodge he had nearly an acre, with fledds and gardens adjenimg it. Ho
described it s "Our own oasis in Clifton.” Redney Lodge (& now part of the
University, the bome of the School for Advanced Urban Studies.

At Slyown, Worsley made the sogunintancs of growees and amateur Qorists. In
1881 he met W. Henry Wilson of Halifax, Wiltinm Windus's father.induw, an : YT TRRLL
suthority on surfculas, and in 1853 he met the Reverend F.D. Hormer who was, A= ™Y
by ereral conwent, the forile prenoeps of the surieula world. He lved at Kirby - X - -—
Malzeard near Ripon, Yorkshire. Following their advics, Worsley attampted ta
grow new yarietins of thess “pewved fike flowery™ but he recorded:

“Nothing specially fine wae prodeced. The climate of Cliflon did not vt
the plants, which prefer a codder alpine sitwation,”

Heo had mots sicense with dafTodids. Soon witer he moved to Rodney Lodge he ,
purchnsed a péece of land in Manilla Road, which adjoined ks gardon, to provide
more room for flower growing.

He engaged in an animated correspondsnce with ancther gardeaiong cleric, the
Raverend G Englehoart of Appleshnw, near Andover, Hants, which he had
bound into a thd ckish volume to form a valuable treatise on daffodil bybridisation.
Unfortanately for Waorsley, Erglaheart turned professional nnd Worsley sedd,

“After this, o iovs of mathods and resclts beome diffienle!” Waralay Taised
new varietiss of daffodils of which be aaid:
“They were very ornamantal to the garnden and the bowse, o subject of
inderent to all the family ond many friende. Same of the bext Aave bosn
exhibited with suocesy and are & crodif to their retver.”
26 27

Rodney Lodge, note part of the University of Bristol's Sehoot for Advanced Urban Studies.




Conclusion
Worsley disd oo the Tth March 1917, in his 83rd year. An extroct fram his obitaary
makes a fitting conclumion:
‘Ax e yourgy rman, Woreley's strong inclination wos towardy pare seignoe.
He imagined that he would olways be abic 1o heep up hiv interest in
chemirtry, ond that Ae might in Ads leisure find time to meke insestiga-
tiane whnch wonld estabiish Aim as the equad of the men of seience who
were hie friends. However, inatond of working in a priovte leboratory, o
gave kiv seanty leleure to the canse of education and philanthropy.

From the Chairmanzhip of the 8t. George School Board to the Viee
Chairmanship of the University College, afierwands the University of
Bristol, he helped forward every grade of education ik the eity.

As a Liberal in polition and a Unitarian in religion, ke took an actioe
part in public bife.

His ehdaf recrwaation in Later yoars vos gardesing ond one of his greatest
ploazures was the success be obtained in prodicing rew varieties of
daffodils by hybridisation.

As a memavial of his great woek (n commection with the Univernity of
Bristal and his inderest in the Chemcad Department, the Chemistry
Libwary was deticated; The Wornley Lehrary.”

Philip John Wersley made a great contribation ar the Netham Chamieal Com-
pany Limited and he we a losdar in the Chemical [ndustry, but his public and
eivil duties, together with his other intorssts, demonstrate that he had morw,
much mors, than an intecest in Science.

ALOCAL MYSTERY SOLVED

Jane and Margaret Baker

Prancis Danby 1793-1861

Francie Danby's obituary described Mo ar one of ‘England's most distingwished
puvinters of the Bomantic School and he is known nationally as o painter of poetical
landscapey. Born near Wesford, Ireland, he spent the years betueen 1813 and 1824
in and around Bristol and it is for kis early landscapes and tapographiond works
of this area that ke is bast knoun locally.

The authars of this article wers privileged to soive n local mywtery and mako o
contribution to art history with the aid of their family histary research, some
ntrunge coincidences, hard work and a little serendipity.

It wan the Jocal artist Francis Danby (ariginally fram Ireland) whao started it all
und indeed hia shade asemed to hovar over our work, alimost & palpahle pressocn
and ssking us the teasing question, *Can yeu find me?, alse the title of n book that
bixrmed ot to have some significance,

Margaret Baket's childheod home held & painting of o farmynrd scene by v
Danby’. Morgaret's maiden name was Danby. Wee the picture an obd family
heiricam hnnded down? Wea there o family relationahip to Franeis Danby? This
waa the firet in a string of cenelderscos that lay on otir path.,

The authoritative wark on Francis Danby is Kxic Adame’ Francie Danby,
Varietior of Poetic Landyeape {1973) but sven this book revealed that five yoarn
of Dianibrys life froen 1812 to 1817 wers 2 blank where be disappenared from histery
#s if spinited away. We have Danby's own rather unreliable words to give some
indication of what he was doing in thet timse'. He want down toSoearmet, he miyn,
to paint the local red faced farmers and drink cidar. Horw b met o barsfiot serving
wetrch, who wonld not give in @ has hlandishiments Gl be married her. So be
persunded an ‘out at sthows' companion o accompeny him 1o Bristel where the
neceessary offices were performed.

As wunl with Dunby, the above account s breedly true but alao misdsading in
specific details, something Dunby seemed to dalight in when deading with
potentiad biegraphers. Danby also spokis of his astranged wife in ruther derogu-
tory faskion and his blegraphors have rather taken her at Danby's own rother
chauviniatie word. No portraits ssrvive of ber, she could not read or write, and
until recently even ber identity wns unknown. So Danby's own image of himealf’
ae o hag-ridden genius keps back by an ignorant wife hes stood anehalbenigod.

It shaowuld be noted that Honnah Danby had the gumptien to resatseduction and
achiove the married otate, did learn to read and write, and was sufficently
attractive ufter the brankdown of her marriage to gain the attentions of Danby's
pugdl thirtean yesrs ber junior, anether Bristel artist, Paul Falconer Poole. He
romained faithfid to her and morried her in 18647 aftor Danby's death when
Hannsh was aged soventy yoars ta Poole's fifty-seven,

Discovering the truth abeut Donby's miasing years hinged en finding the
‘secret’ marriage that had proved so elusive to geoerations of Dunby's biogra.




phers, An uncanny chain of caincdencas led the present writer to need to search
through the parinh registers of Winocombe in Bomerset, which are at Somerset
Record Office. There, to my amazement, I found Frands Danby’s marviage.
Obvioualy over the years many oyes hod passsd over this marrisage entry, none
before knowing what to leck for. [t was a unigus theill to make a historical

dincovary,

All the facts about Dunbiy full into place, When he and his companson returned
to Hristol from London, having failed to make their fortune, they Jodged st roomas
above a baker's shap. The baker's name, we are told, was Fry and his wife cama
to colleet the rent and invited the young artists dewn to Samerset to atay with
redatives where they could ean thelr meney painting local scenss and portraita,
Dunby sconpead the offer and while In Scensrset meat the servant gird Hanooh
Hardidge and married hor st Winseambe.

The Bristo] baier wos William Fry of the Winscombe Fry family and hia
energetio wife was Joyeo (nde Stabione from Worlol. Their deughters wors
boptised at Winacombe between 1806 and 1811, William Fry wis & conaln to Petar
Fry of Comnptim Houae, Comptan Bishop. Petar Fry and lis wile Jaanna bedanged
to the miner gantry of the county, honest Somernat squires whao could trace their
nnesstry back in the parish for csnturies, The book Con You Find Me? wna the
story ofhis nneealars by the playwright Christopher Fry of Compton House. It was
this Peter Fry who was Danby's patrun during the time be was in Somerset, sohe
should have seme credit for narturmng this artistie soul and thoa making pessible
Danby’s lnter caresy in Bristel and aaawhere.

While werking far Fry, Frances Dunby mset the “fittls barefooted servant woneh™
he wrate about, She may bave worked as 8 secvant muid st Compton House, an
the bock of Lthe Compton Bishop parish register hasn fnscinating eection recording
the indentures of young girls taken en at Compton Howse to work os seevancs,
nciuding ot least two Hardidges, but not Hannah.,

Francs arxd Hanneh were marriod at Winecombe an the 42h July 1514% after
u potfectly respectable inteeval of thirteen monthe, their fins son Francs James
wa haptised at Compton Bishop an the 18th August 1815 thus giving the lie to
Danby's later mnlicions sccusstion that he only morried Hanneh when she waa
hoavily pregnant, a statement curicusly st odde with his other thet Hannoh
would not succumb to hin blandishmenta Gl the marriage had bean performed,

In 1817, on the 27th April', Franes and Hannah's sscetrd won Jasmes (Prancis)
wis baptimd at Comptan Bishop but Jater that ysar Duntiy is first foand Disted a0
n Kingadewn sddreas in Bristal, He quickly became acospted by the literary and
nrtistic coterie of Bristol showing that his Somersst apprenticeship had been
wirthwhile,
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Reforences

Lotter from Frascis Dunby 1o John Gibone, 290th Febrasry 1836

Nuwchureh, [sle of Wight, 40k Febeuary 1564,

Journml of the Hristel & Avor Family History Socisty.

Narman Duviis The Fry Comnsction. Wilisam Fry married Joyon Stabbinaat Woelo on
the #Lh Agril 1508, Willinm Fry dwd tn May 1517 and is baried (o Temple, Bristol.
Joyoe Fry was later remarried 40 Aothony Stabibins,

Aset ol Fry fomily charts showisg all the redationatips in held by Hristol Record Office,
Reforence Information Bax 27, Documend 20,

4 Winscombe Parish mrwmm 2104, Somersce Becord Office.

5. Campton Bishop Partsh rogister Baptions DV com. b, 2'1M. Somersot Record Offies.
Footnote

Thanks to Misa Cwen Hardwidge of Wokiirgham, Berks, & descandunt of William,
brother to Hannah Hirdicdgn, we bave [narned that the correct morriage for their
parents James snd Ann is that of Jomes Hardwitch of Compton Binhop and Ann
Thoman of Cheddar, 5th Janunry 1 762, Thin has veryintoresting imphicat: ons for
un, the authors of thin articke, an our ancester, George Hanceck, married Mary
Thomas of Congresbury on the 1st Apeil 1777, Could Mary and Ann have been
wluters? Yot uvother axample of the mystarisis comundrumes Francis Dunby
presenis we with snd how he always munsges toimplicate himself in our research,
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THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
COLLECTION

Pam Roberts
Curator, Roynl Photographic Society, 1889

The Royal Photographic Society was foundsd in 1653 (initially &= The Photo-
graphse Sodety) because of the interest engendered in photography by both the
1851 Groat Exchibition and the Seciety of Arte photegraphic exhibition of over 700
printa beld in Ducsmbaer 1852, It waa fult by photographers ke Reger Fonton,
Puter Fry and Dr, Hogh Dismoned that thars wers sncagh intersated partion to
form o separnts erganieation, ruther than nperate an nn offshont of thy Society of
Arta and the first mesting, held in Jopuary 1863, proved them right. By the end
of that year, the Society hnd n memberskip of 370 under the Presidoncy of Sir
Charles Exatlake and the Secretaryship of Rogur Fenton, and had necurod Queen
Vietorda snd Prines Albert as patrons. It waa Albert who firet mooted the idsa that
theSociety should collect sxnmples ol phiotography snd e s ppesrs to have wtartsd
the ball rolling with o gift of 50 of his own photographs, Whether these were from
his own collection ar were actually produced by himsaslf w unknown as the
photogrephs have not survived.

During the next 70 yoara, varions attempts were mode to collect sxamples of
cabatanding photegraphy, but, by 1924, oaly 100 frsimed prints bad been nearuaed.
In the fires fotr decndos of it axistencs, U Society changed homes snd persannel
muany times and no coherent noquisitions policy was formulated. All this chnnged
in 1924 when J. Dudley Johnston, a previous President and noted pictorial
photegrapber, was appointed Curstor with a misston to coldect examplen of the
milostonss in photegrophy ovor the past century and, to add to this, ontatanding
wark of the present und the futare.

During Johnetons Curstorship, muny of the Society’s most important ilsens,
oot enly prints, but also equipment, books and periedicubs were gathered in sn
Jobnaton worked tirelesaly to build a callection. Three of the moat impartant
bodiea of work eam e from Harold Holeroft, Frederick H. Evans and Alvin Langden
Coburn who presanted the Sodety with their ewn work and thelr ewn private
opllections but, sleo, Jobmaton secured TalbetCalvart JoneaBridge material
from Matildn Talbot at Lacock Abbey, Fenton, Camerso and Tripe matarial from
descendants und work by H P, Robineon from hi= son. With this lust begquest,
Johniston aleo gained three beliogravare plates by Nicophore Niepeo dating from
1827 and these are still the sarliest tems in this collection.

Johraton stamped hia own personality and hia own enthusisams on the
Colleetion, thas the smphasis of his sequisitons policy was placad very much an
phetogrupha which illustrated the history and progress of photography and thoss
which ahowed photography to be a fine srt. Pictorial photography was alwiys his
raison d'dre 20 there in Httle documentary, techaical, equipment or avant garde
material and it je foir to say that the Colloction's strengths are otill along the lines
which Jehnaten establinhed.
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In the lest forty edd yeurs since Jehnatan’s death, the Collection has grown
tremerdnualy until it now numbera over 100,000 photographs fret Dagusrreo-
typea to holegrams, taking in praccslly every photographic procsss sver in-
ventad. Tts strangthe ares ninstesnth cestury British photography, induding the
Largest eoltections in the world of the work of Roger Fenton, Julin Margaret
Comeron, O.G. Rejlander, B.B. Turner, Lirmaeus Tripe, H.P. Robinson and
Horuce Nicholls; turn of the century Plcterinkism, sspecially the Britiah, Buro-
poan and American Secossion movements with important collections of work by
Alvin Cobarrn, Frod Holland Day, PH. Emwrsen, Predecick H, Evans,
Edward Stadchen, Alfrad Stieglits, .M. Sutcliffe and Clarencs White; sutochromes,
severnl thousand duting free 19071914 and induding waork by Baron de Moyer,
Coburn, Agnes and John Werburg, Adolf Paneth and that great unsung
autochraomist, Anonymous, and, followirg on from autochroman, axampies of 4
vartety of eorly colmer procosaes.,

Suhjects covernd Include ninetesnth eantury truvel photography: India, with
over 500 poper nugatives nnd prints by Linnaeas Tripe and five albuma by Samuel
Bourrm, Bgype, with six albums by Francs Frith and work by Muxime Du Camp
and Claudias Galen Wheelhouse. Russie, an early album of salt printa and locse
points of Moscow, Kiov and Leningrad by Roger Fanton; Partraitises, wurk by Hill
& Adnmason, JM. Camerun, Frederick Hollywr, Coburn and Robinsen and o
vartoty of other subijects including ardhitecturs, war, nsture, medicnl, larndsoape,
yistdwn, atill Hifen nnd Vietorsan counteyside oll oontribute to the incredible richness
of this Callection. The Bociety's Inngest callection, by one photegrapher, that of
11,500 negatives and prints by Horate Nicholls, covers tapica an divirwe ss the
Boer War, South African diamond mining and the Edwardian secial life and
wporting calendar.

It st bu remeenbeesdd thut The Royal Photographic Society is o private
urgattiastion with no government funding. Al income is ratsed from cither the
wobeoriptsoms of (12 10,000 members or through sponecrehip sttaioed for spesific
projects. The Collection of 100,000 images, 6,000 (temns of sgquipment, 12,000
books, 10,000 bound perindicala and 2,000 doctaments has beon largely scquired
through denation with mly about 1% of total holdings being bought. These
parchasea have boen inagdred, Mrom sn albam of calatypes by Talbot and his circle
bought in Fabeunry, 1885 far 34 shillings to five Ansel Adama prints bought in the
warly seventies fur $75.00.

The Society relied upon donations, boqueatn und prrmanent loans ts scquire its
Colloction nm, until recently, money for an sequisition budget hns not been
nvailable. The phetographic climate haa churged and photography is no longer
the parmist of thoss with private incomes and independeat means. It is now a
relevant way of making an incone and photographers rightly expect to be paid for
thelr efforts, Photography hns prolifernted and split into a vast number of
biranches —sport, fashion, industrial, portraiture, advwrtising, sditorial, war ste.,
eto. and it is impossiblo for coe argandsation o enlinct a fraction of the work
produced those days without & bettomieas budgst. The RPS Collection, so strong
from 1830-1630, hoa later oenisséons which it i= pow too late to fill as the
phetographic sales have increased the prices of nll photographs to the paint whare
retroepective huying is not possible. Every RPS Curator haa udded important
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itema to the Collection started by Johnston and atquisitions have never totally
stopped, but, in the abeence of full time staff, a determined soquirition policy and,
above all, money, thay have faltered. In the Just fifteen yoors or so, the RPS has
poquired contemporary Britieh and American work by Ansel Adams, Jerry
Uslemann, Larry Burrows, Jehin Blakemore, Calum Colvin, Pradip Malde,
Mourtin Parr, Mike Ware o2z, and important ninstesnth cantury material by Paal
Martin, Felice Boato, Francis Frith, Lewie Carroll and Willimm Notman as well
a8 o plethorn of albums and anonymous Duguerreotypes, ambrotypes, cartes-ce-
vinite ate. Futiore aegaisitions will include the work of young British photogra-
phers, RPS members and those whoso work ia exhibited at the RPS's National
Centre of Photography but this dees not preciuds relevant material freen phatog-
raphers who do not foll into the shove catagories. Lacking the purchasing power
of the major photographic museums, the RPS con stil] compets on the grounds of
phetographuc excollonse nnd, bocause of the ofton duplicated strengths of its own
Callection, hopes to be able to practise un exchange systom with Exropean and
American galleries wheruby some twentieth contury emissions can be rectified.
The removal of the Society’s huadguartses from Loanden to Hath in 197940,
allowed mare space to be mode availsble to the Collection aa well as an
t in orchival and envirenmental conditions, Acenssibility to and
avallabélity of the Collaction have been vastly improved no that in the 108858
finandal year, the Colleetion was able to deal with over 10,000 phone and letter
enquiries, offer reeonrch facilition Lo over 400 resarchers, produce numerons
publications of its own in the form of books, posters, poitesrds, diarios, calendary
ste and provide materinl for o variety of ather publishers, TV progrummes and
exhibition erganisern, It rosearched, assemblod ond truvelled three magor exhi-
Btors and leanod over 600 printa to other museums and galleries, being
wpecially in demand during the 1999 150th anniversary of the invention of
photography celebrntions. All this was done with three full time staff.

The Rowal Phatographic Society ot Milsom Street, Both BAT HDN (Tel: (0225 462841

i apen seven days o woek from 9,30 am to 5.30 pm (last admission 4.45 pra.)

Adulte - £3.00; Concevsionaires (Students and citizens oovr 66) — £1.75; Family

ticket — E6.00 (Children under 16 admitted free with tuo paying adults); RPS

Mombers & T guest, disobled & ehildron under 7 yeors < Froe

An Annsal Exhibition Pass entities the holder to unlimited ocoess to all the

golleries and the musewm for ane yoaxr. Price E16.00 or £7.50 for conceasionaires.

There is o 10% price reduction for parties of 18 or move.

Exvellent conference and entertainment facilitios including a fully eyuipped

foctire themtre and gelleries are for bire.

The Schovlrocn shouws a variety of work of an educational nature. Thiv year the
will include work from various educational bodies. For dates and

more detaile condact the Soclety.

Far more detaile on membership condoct the Mermberstup Officer at the aboww

address.

CALL YOURSELF AN HISTORIAN?

Brian Austin

During the lsst decsds Rocovda Offices have filled to overflowing with hopeful
goneelogists, catsing problems to archivints und unnoyance to surictis resssrch-
ers, At leent that is what a number of them seem to suggest if you watch and Listen.,

It is high time, however, that all thoss fertunnte encugh to be involved in
historical research of eny kind realined that the genuine genealogist has na much
o offar as anybody else and that there are in fact sevoral lavels of reacarchers in
this asalject who, under no drewnatancea, abould he lumped togather. In genersl
terme | would sugpeet the following levela:

Sameene rescarching his Family Troe.

Sameons rescarching someona olae’s family tree for money.

Samecte involved in Gensalogy - construction of Family Trees,
*  Famnily Historisns — research on all sspects of individusls.

Altar thirty yeurs | would claim to be o Family Historian, but | cectuinly had to
go through the other stages to get to that point. The British Educational system
hna not really provided a way tothe last stage yot, and I am not enamoured of same
of the argnnisatione that claim to give people “qualifications” for large sums of
motey, s the only true way to Family History Reasarch ia by ressarching.

1 beliove that this wxplosien of intarest has not yet been takes on board by many
Archivists, ns it is quite true Lo sy that enthussastic amatsurs can be o pain o
people who consider their work more important, but this in the major paint. The
majority of people [ meet in my line are doing something thas they enjoy a lot and
should therefore be allowed to do it within reasenable beunde. But there are far
ton many peoplo chasing inte the County Roeseds Officss without belng mado
nwary thut they coudd exsamine the records they need at other veriues, In our sree
the Avon Contral Lébrary hos became an important depesitory for genealogicnl
muoteriol, nnd the Mormoo Labrury at Whitchurch allows accees to o vast bolding
of information that could be of use to al) forms of resenrch.

It appeare that [have become unusunlly well plocsd to see the join betweon the
Family History and the Locel Histery vessarcher threugh my work on Weaton
super Maorw histoey sond familiss (ovir 10,000 hours of sstisa] reasnrch now). Inmy
opindan itis actanlly not possible to understand the Locnl Histary of u piace if you
do not know about the people who lived there in detail, and that reecarch takes
an awfully long time.

Well yes, and oo it should because that (s whet geouine research is all about -
dedication and hard work. | have asen a numbar of books on my lecal history, all
of which repeat old stevies which can ba carractad by knowing somsthing of the
(amilios involved, Similarly, many peopls insist on ressarching n parish without
Inoking at the adjcining parishes. The early landowners, for instance, would mors
often than not have holdings spread around the entire area, andif you donot know
ubeat them you are writing blind. Itis the Family Histerian who ta meet Hkely to
piek up that kind of information,
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The detailed atudy of local landad famities will throw up interssting cross.
cannections that ahow why semething was bullt or bought, and family kistory
shows who wis daing what to whem in bust detail - an esseatinl aspoct of Victarian
Englund. Thoss people lucky enough to bein a parish where the registor starta in
the 16th century are stting on one of the moset valushle asds they will find.

It in essentinl that all researchers realise that with the advent of modern
tachnology, computar, micrefiche, microfitm, ste., (meat of which is in place
becanse of gunsadoginta) the ressarcher can at present work faster and over more
detsi] than anyens has before, The Famiy Historion ahould he involved with
Lecal Histsrians ot every level helping to got o clearer picture and change the old
eanards into truths, and the only reason thia is not sois that the cne still deos net
want to aseccinto with the other.

Every time somebody tidies up a bit of loead history, ha is making s amall dent
in Nagonal hatory (whieh (s atill fall of ideological fank), snd thas showld be of
conesrn o all geouine historinre everywhecs,

Ono aof the mors important problems in that profitesrs are jumping on the
genealogical bandwagen and dairming the high ground. 1 eannot think of & single
Genonlogical Sodiety that ia specifically tied in te o Recorda Offics or an allied
goneral research soslety. Why are there no divectorios Hating Lees] Historians (o
rupate], showing who la the known person [or given parishes? Bacnies thers is no
meney init, 1tis somuthing that wrehivists shoukd really be looking at now because
it could save wear and teor on their offices. Also, in gonealogical terms, vo muuch
work has boen done that it should be affecting the work needing to be donu, but
the vast majerity of rescarch has vanished with the researchwr. How wily!

Aot of my genealogical researels haa anded ug in the Weodspring Library in
index form, an idéeayncrnsy of mine, where it saves o lot of people numberiess
hours of reassrch and gives them clues (o other nross,

BRISTOL RECORD SOCIETY

Since the oleventh contury Bristol has been one of the mest important and
paptilocs of Engliak towns, and for many conturies was sscond only to London in
the volume of 1ta trads and ita impertance ns a manufacturing centre, Ita varied
industries nnd sxtensd ve natwork of commundcations mado it ‘the metropalis of
the weat, and the port played & crucial part in the diacovery, oxploration and
settlernent of the New World.

The modieval wealth of the port is reflected in the architecture of ta numerous
parish churches, and especially in the splendour of Bt. Mary Redcliffe; the
vighteenth-century prespority of the city and ita widesproad trading connections,
ineluding ite invalvement in the noterious tradffic in sluves, is evident from the
remarkable Geotyginn architacture and gentry houses of Cliften and the other
suburbe. The documnentary evidence for the long histery of Bristol s remaricably
fill and varied, and Bristol Record Bocisty was founded in 1929 to encourage the
praservation, study and publication of documents relating to the history of the eity
wnd county of Bristel, Since thanithas pursued an energetio policy of publication,
und has 20 far produesd forty-three volumes of istorie documents. Thoese ore un
indispersable aid to all thase who are ssriously interested in the study of any
sapoct of Bristel history, ond form an invidusble aid readily-available callaction
of source material.

Valumes already published indude oditions of Bristol cherters which provide
detuils of the growth of the town and the development of ita government,
documenta reluting to the trade and conmerss of the part, the ahipe, their cargoss
and destnatiomn, induding the traffiz in slaves. Volumes of records with introduc-
tions have also bren published on they government of the town, on the skbay,
cathedral, churches and ecelesiantical histary, nnd on legal records and socia) 1ifs
In the aty. Al the volumes, together with their informative introductions, sre
produced by the freely-given werk of acholurs, each of whom is an expert tn the
chosen suhjoct. The suries reprumnts by far the fullst and meoat authontative
printed suures for the history of Bristel.

An odition of Bristol wills of the sixtsenth contary will be published skortly,
Other velumes under preparation include o study of Bristol apprentices, the
government of Bristol during the later nineteenth century and further recorde
rulating to the Industrien, church life, nen <anfermity and topography of the city.

In ander to sustain snd devedop this ambitieus programmme of publication, it is
easentind for the Soclely to recruit new mambers, and all who sre willing te
wupport this important historical work arw cardially invited to Join. In retsrn for
the remurkably mudest subscription, members receive the volumess of recards as
thay are puablished, ns woll ns enesuring the continuance of the pubbication

PrOgramme.

The annual subscripeion forindividual membera 18 £5.00, and ahould be sent to
the Han. Secretary, Bristel Record Sodety, History Department, Univwraity of
Bristol, 15-15 Woodland Road, Brizto] BS& 1T, Chsquea should ke made payable
to the Bristo]l Record Bociety’.
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PUBLICATION REVIEWS

VILLAGES AT WAR
by Petar Wright
30pp. Petar Wright in association with Nailasa and District LHS, 1560
ISBN 0.0616257.0.6 (PW) & 0.9616258-0.2 (NDLHE). £3.96 (£4.20 by peat)

Congidered from a desk in Whiteball, the four villages of Backwasll, Nailses,
Tiehenham and Wraxall muat have sesened remote indeed, far distant s they
wirs from the high-rsk zone in the south and eust of the country facing the
Continent. When designating “"danger”, “neutral” and “safe” aroas, therefore, the
governmuent cleesified the villages as safe, nod commeneed a rapid evacuntion of
women and ehildren from the capital. About five hundred had mrrived before the
end of Septamber 1928, indluding two camplete sehools: Nerth Hammersmith
Cantral and Weenington Rond School fraom Noeth Kenwington,

The plan almost backfired, however, for the villages proved to be umder the
{light path to Brivtal (initinkly a “neutral” area) and the veroplane works ot Filton.
Such were the numbers of German bombers flying overhead on the 25th Septom-
ber 1840 that seane villugers watching from thedir homea and flulds wure convinesd
that the enemny must already have conguered southumn Ergland. For two years
s raichs, high sxplesd ve and incsndinry homba, searchlights wvd anti-sireraft fire
wers part of mormal life. Property wos domagsd, livestock wos ingured and killed,
and one villager Jost his life to n German bomb. Strangers were everywhere, and
it is hard to tell who were the meat perplexing: the Londaners with their unnaly
ways, the colonred American servicemen or the occasional epemy airmon re-
trsoved from thair eraahed siveradt.

The four vilages knew they wers st war, and thiz booklet puts some of their
wxperiences on the record whilst & fow of those who lived through them are still
oround to tell the tale. [tis attractively dosigned and printed and wellillustrated,
theagh I weuld have preferred the photegraphs, evecativaly reproduced (n sapia
tanes, ta be o bittle Jarger. The product of sxtansdve bocal interviews backed up by
rossarch at the Somerset County Record Offies, it makes ne daim to be &
oom prebensve account, and it is writton in a note-taking style which salisfocte-
rily conveys the sense of pooled memories bul mometimes impedes the flow of
narrative.

For those who were not present at the time, the detale of the bumbe and the
complax achecl arrangements may pall, but there 15 much alie here to enjoy, T
wapecially liked the atary of the night Beb Hobbia was injured whilet taking part
i & Hame Guard sxereiae on Morgans Hill. His platoon had dived to the ground
fire enver, whersupon Bob falt & hlow o his chest and then realised that his tunic
wae wet, presumably with blood, His matens corried haim through the dark ~ one
ean picture the sad procession - to the Ring of Belle pub, where they intended w0
summon medical help. Only in the light of the ber did it become apparent that the
damgness was not biood but & fresh cow pat,

Gt times bug, s the authar says, tnged with happy memoriss, A
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Bath History, Vol.3, 1990. Alan Suttors Publishing. £6.98
Tytherington in the past; sume kistoricol notes. A. Baddeley, 1990, £5.00 + G0p
p&p, (Available from the Author, Hawking's, Tytheringten, Wotten-under-Edge
GL128QB.)

Bristol's Lost Empires. K. Barker. Bristol Branch of the Historical Assodiation,
19680, £1.25,

Brivtof and the Indian Independence Movement. R. Barot, Bristol Branch of the
Historienl Associntion, 1668, £1.25,

The Suppressionof the Relagious Howses In Bristol, J. Bettay. Bristol Branch of the

‘ ‘ Histaricnl Ansociatian, 1960, £1.50.

Muanpotsfield Picture Past 3, Downend Local Histery Seciety. £4.90 ine, pSp
{Available from Colleen Miller, 18 Queensholm Close, Downend, Bristal BS16
6Ly

The Folice in Late YVictorian Bristod, B. Howell. Bristol Beanch of the Hintoncal
Association, 1980, £1 25,

Tl rew Gardvn Buildings by Thomas Wright in Stoke Park, Brigol. Excovation and
FMieldwork 1987-88, JR. Ruseell. 1968, £2.20 inc. p&p. (Available frem the
Author, 3 Prinry Avenue, Westhury on Trym, Bristol B89 4DA.

The Bristol Hotwwoll. Bristol Branch of the Historical Association, 1860 (1990
reprintl £1.25.



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

TREVOR FAWCETT is Secrutary of the Histary of Bath Ressarch Groap ard the
curvent editer of ‘Bath History’, He left the Univecsity of East Angliain 1984, after
ninsteen years residence, and is now a freelance remarcher, editar and consult-
ant, based in Bath.

PETER DAVENPORT e Unit Mansgor and Director of Excavations for the Bath
Archoeologicel Trust, who advise the Bath City Counell on the archavology of
Bath. The Trust carries out research and excavations in Bath sod the surround-
ing area,

RAYMONI HOLLAND b spent all his woeking 1ife in the Chemical Induatry.

He has been assccinted with the Society of Chemical Industry sines 1962 in

various offices and is currently the Secretary uf the Bristol Section. He wan

awnrded the Lampitt Medalin 1991, Heinintereoted in the hintery of the chamical
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JANE and MARGARET BAKER have been ressurching their family histary foe
over n decade and have produced twelve volumes entitled Doye Bavond Recall For
Miurgarat's son-indaw’s faily they have written The Cradge Fomily of Bristol
and Deoon. Jane has producod o sarvey of the censua rocords for the Pristol,
Kingswood and Bath areas 18511881, and street induxes far Chifton, Ashley,
Wosthaury and Stapleton districte. She has also published 2 popular history of har
local nrea collod Hillfields, the First Sixty Yeors, a Loonl Stady, proceeds frim the
anle of the book guing to @ local schoal for disabled children.

PAM ROBERTS background training was in information yetrioval. She came to
the Roynl Photographic Society primearily to organiss the collection inte an
seceamble form. She worked as Librarian and Kseper for tan years bafore
becoming Carator of the collection in 1989,

BRIAN AUSTIN & & native Westondan with Joeal roots going back at least five
conturies, His research into the histery and family history of Weaton super Mare
has been indexed and depositad at the Somecast Racard Offies and the lbraries
in Bristel and Weston. He deocribes himeelf as a Jocal¥amilyfaocial consultant
historian who invites inguiries from members of the pablic at the Refersnce
Dupartment of Bristol Central Library and at Woodepring Mussum. He is
Members' Ressarels Consultant for the Semerset and Dorset Fumily History
Soriety.
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